
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Friday 16th December 2022 
 
It has been a very busy first term of this academic year.  We started the term in the middle of a 

very hot spell and a drought and we’ve finished it in sub-zero temperatures!  It has been great to 

hold events like the Christmas Performances in a completely un-restricted way for the first time 

since 2019.  For the first time in 3 years we’ve also been able to hold parent lunch weeks and our 

celebration assembly too!  

 

The children at Rackheath have once again been amazing this term! It has been a really busy and 

exciting terms work culminating in a fantastic last few weeks of Christmas events.  Over the last few 

weeks the children’s thoughts have been turning to Christmas, some have been feeling tired, 

others have been shaking off bugs, coughs and colds and yet they remain enthusiastic, keen to 

learn, motivated and impeccably behaved.  It is a real privilege to come to school and work with 

them every day.  Well done to all of you and special “High Five” to the Reception Class on a 

fantastic first term in school.  

 

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank the staff.  They are a fantastic team who work 

hard every day to make sure our school is a happy place where learning is fun and children make 

good progress.  I’m sure you agree that the children at Rackheath enjoy lots of rich opportunities 

and memorable experiences during a term.  

 

Finally, I want to thank all of you for the support you give the school and its events.  It makes such a 

difference to have such high numbers at cafes, parent lunch weeks and performances.  A lot of 

you are also active in the FORS, the school governors and in other ways.  The voluntary effort you 

all put in makes a real difference.  Thank you! 

 
Christmas Performances 

I was lucky enough to spend quite a bit of this week watching the Reception and Year 1 and 
2 nativity performances.  This year was extra special as for the first time since 2019 we were 

able to hold them without any restrictions, which meant a packed hall for every 
performance.  The children sang, danced and acted superbly and their story telling really 

captured the spirit of Christmas.  They all had a lovely time and I know the audience very 
much enjoyed the performances too.  

 
 
 
 
 



KS2 Christmas Carols 
It was a magical evening on Tuesday when the school were joined by the Salvation Army for a lovely 
evening of Christmas Carols.  On a cold but dry night it was amazing to have so many members of the 
community join us in our celebrations.  Highlights included the choir’s performance, the drumming 
backing for “Little Drummer Boy” and a singing battle between the odd and even sides during “The 12 
Days of Christmas!”  There are lots of people to thank including the Salvation Army for providing a 
fantastic musical backing, the FORS for providing drinks and snacks and all of you who helped raise an 
amazing £236.67 for the Salvation Army charity.  The money all going to support vulnerable families over 
Christmas.  We also held the draw for the raffle.  Congratulations to everyone who won a prize!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Santa’s Sleigh Visit 
 

It was very exciting to welcome Santa and his sleigh to 

school on Monday.  It was lovely to see lots of the children 

getting a chance to meet Santa! 
 
 
 

Christmas Dinner – The children and staff enjoyed a lovely Christmas Dinner on Thursday cooked by 
our fantastic chefs from EATS Shane and Abi.  There was a lovely festive atmosphere in the hall as the staff 
took it in turns to serve the children.  All told 200 children and staff enjoyed a high-quality lunch.  Behind 
the scenes there was a lot of drama.  Sometimes in the cold weather the fan switches off meaning the 
ovens don’t work!  This happened on the morning of the Christmas lunch, (nightmare!) fortunately 
through some use of the ovens in the DT room and some thoughtful pre-planning from Shane and Abi we 
were still able to enjoy a great lunch.  Christmas Hats off to them!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CSF Football Tournament – Last Friday the football team took part in the Norwich City 

Under-11 CSF Tournament held at the Nest.  We started the tournament really well winning 

one and drawing two of our first three games.  We weren’t quite able to keep that strong 

start going but still put in some good performances.  Well done to all the squad Leo, 

Logan, Lucca, Jack, Ollie and Archie and our joint players of the day Ben and Cairo.  

Thanks also to the parents who helped with lifts and supported the team.  

 

Spring Term ‘Here Comes the Sun’ 

After Christmas the whole school will be working on a topic called “here 

comes the sun!” The staff have been planning some very exciting curriculum 

events including trips and visitors to the school. The Spring Term learning will 

be fantastic!  Some of the key dates are below: 
 

o Wednesday 11th January – Star Gazing Night The children will be invited to come back to 

school once it is dark for some special space themed activities.  

o Week of the 30th January – Here Comes the Sun - Creative Week. Each class will be 

focussing on music, art, DT and other creative subjects 

o Week of the 27th March – Rackheath Museum week – Family members will be invited in to 

the school for each class to present their “Here Comes the Sun,” learning.  

 

Sprint Term Clubs – A school ping was sent out about Spring Term clubs earlier in the week. 

Clubs will re-start in the first full week of the term on Monday 9th January.  
 

SATS Briefing – On Tuesday 31st January Mr Edwards and I will be holding a briefing for parents 
of our Year 6 children about the SATS tests the children will sit in May.  We very much hope that 
all Year 6 parents will be able to attend the briefing, which will be in the hall at 6pm.  
 
 

World Cup 
After England’s defeat the excitement levels about the World Cup have naturally fallen.  
We do have an exciting final to look forward to on Sunday.  Argentina (Year 1) V France 
(Year 3) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bombers Pre-School 
We have had a lovely end to this half term and have been feeling festive.  The children have enjoyed various 
Christmas activities, playing party games and having a ‘party’ snack each day with treats.  On Monday we kindly got 
invited to watch the reception class dress rehearsal which our children loved watching, and reception did amazing!  
We have been playing nursery rhyme and animal lotto games in small groups, and the children have had good 
listening.  The children have enjoyed our new camera, taking it in turns to go around the room taking photos of things 
they like and their friends.   



We had a stay and play week where the parents came in for a 20-minute play with their children at the end of their 
session.  We are hoping to run these sessions once a term and are going to extend them by 15 minutes. We would 
like to thank you for all our kind gifts and cards, they are very much appreciated.  Just a reminder that we are back on 
Wednesday 4th January, we wish you all a Happy Christmas and new year.  Take care, Bombers staff. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception  
The children have had an amazing last week to round off their first term at school.  We’ve packed in Nativity plays, 
Christmas jumper day and Christmas lunch!  It’s been so much fun. 

Well done Reception for all your hard work and we hope you all have a fantastic Christmas break. 

 

  
 
Year 1 
Wow – a whole term in Year 1 complete; and what a fantastic term!  This week has been so much fun, for staff and 
children!  We loved baking Christmas biscuits (as requested by the children) and we have done lots of Christmassy 
pictures and artwork.  The highlight of our week was performing in our Nativity.  We were so pleased with how well it 
went and are proud of every single child in Year 1 and 2 – a huge well done! 

Thank you so much for all our thoughtful gifts and cards; they are so appreciated ☺ 

Have a wonderful Christmas holidays – see you in the New Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 2 
Year 2 have had an exciting, magical last week of term with our fabulous performances of Little Angel, Christmas 
dinner, lots of Christmas stories and songs. They have also completed Christmas themed maths worksheets, learnt 
about and made Christingles and made Christmas cards. Today they wrote about different parts of the story of the 
first Christmas and who they were good news or bad news for. 



We enjoyed a whole school assembly with lots of Christmas singing and this afternoon were very excited when Father 
Christmas delivered gifts for them: a hot-wheels track and cars, a baby doll and Top Trumps cards. 

Thank you so much to all of you who have wished Mrs Crook and I a Happy Christmas, sent cards or gifts. You are 
incredibly kind and your thoughts and presents are much appreciated.  

I hope you all have a Happy and Healthy Christmas. 

 
Year 3 
What a lovely last week of term we have had in Year 3 and 
across the whole school!  We have been reading and writing 
some Christmas themed poems in English; making 
Christingles in RE; doing some ‘not so Christmas’ fractions 
work in Maths, as well as of course some classic Christmas 
times tables colouring in sheets and finally, we were all very 
excited to watch the amazing KS1 Christmas performances!   

Mrs Milligan and I would just like to say a huge thank you to all the children for all their hard work this term and for 
all of the generous cards and gifts that we have received.  We hope you all have a magical Christmas with your family 
and friends and look forward to seeing you all in the New Year! ☺  

 

Year 4 
Yesterday we had Christmas jumper day and it was very fun and exciting especially the lovely Christmas lunch!  Thank 
you to the dinner ladies and Shane and Abi in the kitchen!  

Our favourite part of this term has been our Roman day.  We got to use swords and shields, we also threw fake 
javelins.  We will remember it for ever!  This week, we have learnt about the north and south pole and looked at 
magnets.  We watched the Christmas Chronicles and we have learnt some of ‘Twas the night before Christmas’ off by 
heart!  This has been the best term ever - Merry Christmas to all and all a good night! 

A message from Mrs Watson, Mrs Goddard, Mrs Tunmore and Mrs Coull: 

“Thank you so much for our really thoughtful gifts - we have been utterly spoilt!  It was so lovely to see so many of you 
at our carol concert on Tuesday.  We hope you have a very Merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all in 
2023!” 

 
Year 5 
We made it!  I think at one point or another, we’ve all been ill in year 5 this term but we have finally made it to the 
end of the term.  And what a brilliant term it has been too!  The class have settled and matured so much over these 
past 14 weeks and they have begun to make great progress – I look forward to next term.  

We have finished the term off in maths with some present algebra and some bar graph building linked to what we 
love most about Christmas and results would suggest that turkey and pigs in blankets are some of the most favourite 
food items on the Christmas menu – not many people liked sprouts for some reason!  

In English, we have been creating our own nonfiction pages linked to our rabbit 
work – and the children created some lovely pieces too.  

We’ve also had lots of other bits going on.  We had our Big Christmas Quiz 
including close-up picture round, music round, lyric round and a Christmas 
knowledge round to name just a few.  After over an hour of quiz time, the 
adults (Mrs Bird and Bob) were the winners overall but only by 2 points!  The 
winning team from the children was Team Santa Paws (Austin, Harlow and 
Isabelle A) who each won a big bag of sweets.  

We have also completed some snow scene art 
using chalk and pencil crayons – it was a rather 
messy task so I’m sorry if your child came home 
caked in dust!  

 



  
 
 
Finally, Mrs Bird and I would like to thank you for all of your kind words, cards and gifts that we have received – it 
is incredibly kind and thoughtful of you all.  We wish you a merry Christmas and a Happy new year.  

 
Year 6 
What a fantastic term it has been!  We couldn’t be prouder of the Year 6 children who have remained resilient and 
focused throughout a range of tasks and challenges.  In Maths lessons, we have looked at a variety of arithmetic 
questions linked to fractions and the four operations.  We have also learnt how to multiply by decimal numbers 
and solve word problems linked to multiplication.  
 
In English lessons, a big focus has been on the many areas of grammar.  One of the activities involved the children 
answering a range of challenge cards to put their knowledge to the test.  It was amazing to see what they have 
retained since the beginning of the year.  
 
In art lessons, we produced another winter scene as well as finishing our artwork linked to negative space.  We’ve 
also had some ‘Thinking Scientifically’ challenges in Science lessons where the children have to try and solve a 
dilemma as well as voice their opinions.  In addition to a very enjoyable Christmas quiz (with three different 
rounds) the children finished the week with a disco, a film and some board games!  Finally, the Year 6s got to see 
their buddies perform in a brilliant Nativity play and had a lovely Christmas lunch on Thursday.  As always – it’s 
been an extremely busy week. Have a lovely Christmas everyone!  
 
 

 
 

On behalf of all the staff I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. We look forward to seeing all the children again on Wednesday 4 th 

January 2023!!! 

 

Have a lovely holiday.  

Chris Ashman  

 

 

 

Well done to Year 3 who had  
98%  

Attendance last week.  Attendance 

Bear will spend next week with them. 



 


