
 
 
 

 

 
 

Friday 11th November 2022 

Year 6 have been at Aylmerton all week. By all accounts they have had a lovely time. The 
children have been stars and represented the school really well. A huge thank you to Mrs 
Howes, Mrs Crook, Mrs Roe, Mr Edwards and Mr Cavender who have given up their time to 
take the children. Without the dedication of school staff trips and events like these couldn’t 
take place! I am very grateful to work with such kind and hardworking people. A full Aylmerton 
report to follow next week. 

In school the Year 5 children have helpfully stepped into Year 6’s shoes, helping with jobs and 
setting an excellent example to the school. Year 5 also took part in the Lions Club 8 Billion Ideas 
Project over this and last week where in groups the children come up with an invention to 
solve a problem. I was lucky enough to be involved in the judging for the best idea. The 
standard across the class was really high. Olive and Trinity were the deserved winners for their 
fantastic Ocean Drone invention, which was designed to clear plastic from the oceans. 

Royal British Legion and Remembrance Day – On Friday we held a special 
Remembrance assembly. The Year 5 class shared stories of nine brave men 
and women who gave their lives in different wars since 1914. The assembly 
ended with a silence and a rendition of the Last Post from Richard 
at the Salvation Army. 

 

World Cup Draw – It is very strange to be talking about a winter football 
world cup and equally I was finding it hard to get excited about it until the 
England Squad was announced yesterday with James Maddison in it! As 
usual we will be carrying out a draw to be held in an assembly next week to 
see which four countries the seven classes will pick out. The other four go to 
non-class based staff. Which class will pick out one of the favourites; Brazil, 
France, Spain, Argentina, Germany and Belgium. Plus which class will get 
England or Wales? 

Parent lunch weeks – We still have plenty of space for parents to come in for parent lunch weeks and eat a 
school lunch with their children. This year we will be running parent lunch weeks between Monday 14th 
November and Thursday 1st December. For those new to the idea the way it works is that on one of those 
days a maximum of 8 parents can come and eat a lunch with their children. A sign- up sheet is in the entrance 
hall. Parents with more than 1 child can sign up more than once as due to timetables it is not possible for all 
children to eat together. Reception parents should arrive to eat from 11.50. Parents of Year 1 and 2 should 
arrive at 12. Parents of Year 3 should arrive at 12:15, Year 4 at 12:20, Year 5 at 12:30 and Year 6 at 12:35. 
You will be collected from the entrance at the right time for your child’s lunch. We aim to run to time but all 
timings are approximate. Meal costs will be invoiced at the adult price of £2.76 (children’s meal cost plus VAT)



 

Christmas Diary Dates 
 

Further to my message last week about Christmas dates there a few more dates to let you know about:  

· Thursday 1st December – FORS Non-School Uniform Day and Christmas Film Night 

· Monday 12th December –Father Christmas visiting on the Lion’s Santa Sleigh at the end of the school day  

These are in addition to the dates sent out last week:  

· Friday 2nd December – FORS Christmas Fayre straight after school 

· Monday 12th December am – Reception Dress Rehearsal Year 1/2 dress rehearsal pm 

· Tuesday 13th December Year 1/2 performance am Reception Performance pm 

· Tuesday 13th December evening – KS2 Carols with the Salvation Army 

· Wednesday 14th December – Reception performance am Year 1/ 2 Performance pm 

· Thursday 15th December – Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day 

 

Friday 18th November is Children In Need day 2022. As usual 
we will be holding a non-school uniform day, with a 

voluntary contribution of £1, as well as fun races and challenges over lunchtime (20p a 
race!). 

Class Assemblies 

This week we had a treat with 2 class assemblies. On Tuesday Year 3’s class assembly showcased 
all their exciting work based on the “Under Attack” topic. The children shared some excellent 
work linked to their book “Escape from Pompeii” as well as sharing poetry and a dramatic re-
telling of Boudicca’s life. 
 
On Thursday Year 2’s class assembly was another lovely event. The children have had a great 
start to the year and that was clear in the enthusiastic way they shared their learning. The 
children shared some super writing and fantastic art work as well as enthusiastically re-telling a 
story and sharing some songs. The last 2 class assemblies this term are next week: 

 
· Tuesday 15th November – Year 1 
· Thursday 17th November – Reception 

 
As usual it was great to see so many family members in attendance at the assembly. For all class 
assemblies family members should arrive by 2:25 for a 2:30 start. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Reception 
Reception have been enjoying the story ‘Stanley’s Stick’ this week and we have been imagining all the different 

things that our own sticks could become.  We have pretended they are swords, magic wands, rocket ships and even 

dinosaurs! 

In phonics the children have learned the sounds j, ck, v, y and some children have been very excited to begin to take 

home reading games to help with their sounding out.  In maths we have also been looking at ‘one less’ and even 

using number lines to jump back and find the right amount. 

Year 1 
In Year 1 this week, we have been practising for our Class Assembly! Please come and watch us at 2.30pm next 

Tuesday. We can’t wait to show you what we have been doing this term! 

In Phonics, we have been learning another ‘split e’ sound, ‘i-e’ (nice smile). We have compared it to the ‘igh’ (fly 

high) sound we already know. In English, we have continued to read Pattan’s Pumpkin. We looked at the life cycle of 

a pumpkin and wrote instructions for how to care for one. We did speech bubbles for the characters and retold part 

of the story. 

In Maths, we have continued with our work on subtraction. We have counted back using a number line and taking 

away objects like counters. We have solved problems, including shopping, using addition and subtraction.  

Year 2 
Year 2 have had a busy week preparing for their class assembly, which was absolutely fabulous! The 

children seemed a little shell shocked when they saw their audience but gave a brilliant performance in 

which everyone was involved. Many of the children chose to read by themselves, and everyone learnt the 

story of The Gingerbread Man with actions as well as enjoying singing songs related to our learning. 

In maths this week the children have secured their knowledge of using related facts: 

3 + 7 = 10 so 30 + 70 = 100   and 6 = 10 – 4 so 60 = 100 – 40. 

We have started a new, interesting version of Rapunzel in English. Having read the first few pages today we 

considered the things that we like and dislike as well as patterns and puzzles. 

Unfortunately, on Monday it was too wet for the children to do PE so they had an interesting lesson about 

Guy Fawkes with Mr Ashman instead. All of the children have read in guided groups. 

We had 25 reading stars today, which was pretty impressive considering that three children were off 

poorly. Keep up the good work please. Thank you. 

Year 3 
Firstly, let me start by saying a huge well done to Year 3 for their class assembly on Tuesday! It is not easy to stand 

up and speak in front of a hall full of grown-ups, let alone perform and act in front of them. The whole class read 

clearly and confidently and were fantastic in our Boudicca v The Romans performance-I am sure all of your grown-

ups loved it too.    

In English, we started the week with a grammar lesson, learning how to use possessive apostrophes, before moving 

onto our new topic – fables! We have really enjoyed watching, listening and reading some well-known fables, like 

‘The Ant and the Grasshopper’ and ‘The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse’. Today, we had a go at writing ‘The 



Lion and the Mouse’ in our own words and are already looking forward to next week, when we start to plan and 

write our own versions.  

In Maths, we have been focussing on multiplication and division. We have been learning how to group and share, 

using multi-cubes to help us. We then practised multiplying by 3 and learnt to divide by 3 using the sharing method. 

See if your child can complete these sums: 21 divided by 3, 9 divided by 3 and 36 divided by 3.  

Have a lovely weekend. Miss Hornagold   

Year 4 
This week has been another busy one! The class have been working super hard and I know they have mastered some 

great new skills! 

In Maths, we have been working to master our use of column subtraction with exchanging. This felt quite tricky at 

the start of the week but by the end, we are all feeling much more confident! We finished our week by learning 

about how estimating a calculation can help us check our answers. 

In English this week, we have been looking at using direct speech in story writing. This has been lots of fun- we have 

been using drama to explore our ideas and thoughts about the story, ‘Escape from Pompeii!’ Today, we have written 

an extended piece ensuring we have used direct speech. The children are feeling great about their accomplishments! 

I know the children were all very excited about their swimming session this week as 

they had been promised lots of fun games and races! Mrs Goddard said that the 

children were all wonderful and the children have been buzzing about how much fun 

they had! 

Next week, we will be starting normal PE on Thursday afternoons, so the children will 

need out door PE kits please! 

 

Year 5 
It has been a short week in year 5 for me, as I will have spent Thursday and Friday at Aylmerton (I am writing this on 

Wednesday afternoon!)  

We have finally finished our 8 Billion Ideas projects this week. The last activity was for 

each group to come up with a jingle and then prepare a presentation to showcase their 

final ideas/products. Each group then tried to convince a panel of dragons (made up of 

Mrs Bird, Mr Ashman, and myself) that their idea was the best. We judged each group 

and scored them out of 10 for each category: Idea, Name, Logo, Product Prototype, 

Jingle and Presentation. I must say – it was INCREDIBLY hard for us to find a winning 

idea but in the end, all of the judges decided on the same winner – OCEAN DRONE 

created by Olive and Trinity.  

In other news, we also finished our work for Midnight Fox this week and it is safe to say that every single child 

absolutely loved the book! As I was reading, and we thought that the fox had been shot everyone held there breath 

and there were even a few tears and this was followed by a loud sigh of relief when the children realised it was still 

alive! We will now finish by making a Petie Burkis Special – ask the children what that means!  

Below are two of our finished Anglo Saxon coins/broaches.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 6  
I would like to say a huge well done and thank you to the amazing Year 6s! I got home on Wednesday evening and 

was incredibly proud of their behaviour, perseverance and enthusiasm when taking on a range of exciting activities. 

This did not go unnoticed, as the instructors spoke to me on several occasions about how impressed they were with 

the children. I was also pleasantly surprised at how much sleep I managed to get – it was definitely more than at 

home with a newborn! Also, I am hugely grateful to Mrs Howes, Mrs Crook, Mrs Roe and Mr Cavender for spending 

time away from their families to be at Aylmerton. I’m sure the children will be excited to tell you all about what they 

got up to – but there will also be a detailed write-up in next week’s newsletter too. Have a lovely weekend everyone!  

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children 
who got their certificates in assembly today. 

 STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS 
Reception Yanna, Henry, Jamie 

Year 1 Harley, Kory, Mia 

Year 2 Whole Class, Stanley, Alicja 

Year 3 Whole Class, Olivia C, Lola 

Year 4 Sebastian, Rachel, Harlan 

Year 5 Whole Class, Olive, Mia, Reid 

Year 6 All of Year 6 

Best wishes, have a lovely weekend. 

Chris Ashman 

Well done to Year 2 who had  

98%  
attendance before half term.  

Attendance Bear will spend next week 
with them. 

Reading Bear will spend time with: 
 

Year 2 who had 25 out of 30 and  

Year 5 who had 22 out of 30  

 
of their children read to their family at 

least 3 times at home this week! 


