Friday 21st October 2022
It has been a busy and productive first half term in school, with lots of great learning and teaching
taking place. Like last Summer Term it has been great to feel that in large part the school is back
to business as usual. Working with families and inviting parents in is a big part of the school, with
that in mind it has been great to see so many of you at class cafes, class assemblies and at this
week’s parent’s evenings.
We ended the half term in style with our Horrible Histories day. A full report to follow after half
term.
As mentioned previously, we have a new menu starting after half term. A
letter with the new menu was sent home on Thursday and also sent via
Ping. The letter also includes information about the system we are
putting in place to simplify the ordering of lunches. We are asking
parents to look at the menu with your children and then decide when the children will have
either a school packed lunch or jacket potato across the 3-week rotation of lunches. This
means that they can be pre-ordered in the registers.
Class Assemblies
Year 5’s class assembly was a fun and fact filled assembly all about the Anglo-Saxons. The class shared
their poetry and art as well a dramatic re-enactment of Anglo-Saxon times. Other class assemblies are
as follows.
Thursday 3rd November – Year 6
Tuesday 8th November – Year 3
Thursday 10th November – Year 2
Tuesday 15th November – Year 1
Thursday 17th November – Reception
All assemblies start at 2:30pm and parents will come in through the main gates into the hall. The gates
will be opened from around 2:25pm.
Parents Evening – It was lovely to hold face-to-face Parent’s Evenings this week.
Feedback from staff and parents has been really positive.

Falconry Day – It was a shame that the Falconry Day had to be postponed at
the last minute. We are looking to re-arrange a new date after half term
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Cluster Football Tournament

“On Wednesday the 19 of October Lucca, Logan, Leo, Noah, Archie, Ben, Oliver B, Cairo and Josh
played in the Cluster Tournament at St Johns. In our group the teams were Tunstead, Coltishall 1,
Salhouse 2 and Rackheath; how the groups worked, was that the top two teams went through to the
trophy semi-finals and the third and fourth teams went into the plate semi-finals. A win was four
points and a draw was two points; our results in the group were 1-0 against Tunstead (goal from Ben),
3-1 against Salhouse (goals for Archie, Ollie and Josh) and 0-0 against Coltishall which put us on 10
points to win the group. The semi-final against St Johns was a close game but with the last kick of
the game Lucca scored and we won 1-0. The final against Neatishead was a very close contested game
with the winner winning on penalties, but I’ll start at the beginning of the game. We were the first
to score through Lucca; they soon levelled the scoring up, despite some good chances we just couldn’t
score again so we ended up drawing and it went to penalties.
Lucca took the first penalty and scored it, they missed their penalty because of a great save from
Logan, we then missed a penalty before they missed again after another great save from Logan.
Archie then stepped up and coolly scored the winning penalty to bring the trophy back to Rackheath!”
Report by Lucca

It was lovely to take part in the cluster football again. All the team played extremely well. Logan made
some super saves including stopping two penalties in the penalty shootout at the end of the final. Captain
Leo, Cairo and Noah were very solid in defence. Lucca, Ben, Archie, Josh and Ollie linked well further
forward. The whole team showed great spirit and determination with Lucca winning the vote for our
player of the tournament.

Year 1 and 2 Trip to the Castle Museum – This is on Wednesday 2nd
November.
Year 6 Aylmerton Residential – Year 6 residential week is from Monday 7th to Friday 11th November.
A huge thank you to the staff going with the class. Mrs Howes, Mrs Crook, Mrs Roe, Mr Edwards and Mr
Cavender. Mr Cavender will be at Aylmerton from Wednesday evening so Mr Edwards will be teaching
Year 5 on Thursday and Friday that week.
Key Stage 2 Carol Service - We are delighted to confirm that the KS2 Carol Service with the Salvation
Army will take place again this year. The date for your diaries is Tuesday 13th December.
Parent Lunch Weeks - Next half term we will be holding parent lunch weeks in the weeks beginning
14th, 21st and 28th November. This is a chance for adults to eat lunch with their children (we can host a
maximum of 8 per day). More details and how to book will follow soon after half term.

Year 3 and 4 Rotten Roman Day!
We have had the most enthralling and immersive day with a special visit from, Marcus
Decimus. He had heard about our visit to the Time and Tide museum a few weeks ago
and so decided to train us up to become true Roman soldiers that would defeat
Boudicca’s army and take over Britain once and for all! We spent the morning learning
how to stand, talk and behave like Roman soldiers before getting our swords and shields
at the ready to learn how to fight and go into battle! We were then able to try on some
real Roman armour, helmets and hold swords before our glorious brain banquet!
On top of this, we also spent some of the day studying Roman coins, designing our own
and then used a foam board and stylus to emboss our designs into our own. In the
afternoon, we watched the hilariously funny Horrible Histories ‘Rotten Roman’ film and
concluded our day by heading into the hall for our final farewell from Marcus Decimus.
We have all had an amazing day and hope that this is something we will all remember for
a long time.

Halloween Cake Sale – Lots of spooky treats were bought at the FORS cake sale on Thursday. So
much so that by the time I got there everything had sold out! Thanks to everyone involved in
making the sale a success!
Bag2School – We will be having a collection on 17th November. More details will follow after half
term.

Bombers Pre-School
It has been another busy week in ‘Bombers’. The children have been practising their
‘counting’ skills and looking at numerals 1 – 5. There have been some amazing models
created with an assortment of connecting construction and some lovely paintings and
drawings with lots of our children giving meaning to marks. We have been threading,
lacing and using the pegboards, helping to develop those fine motor skills.
The children have enjoyed playing in the ‘home’ corner and displaying some lovely
imaginative play. We have had lots of storytelling and music / dance.
Hope everyone enjoys a happy half term break. Reminder that the children can dress up
for Halloween if they would like to when we return. Normal clothing underneath though for outdoor play.

Reception
This week we have been learning the sounds u, b, f and e in phonics and the children are starting to remember all
that they have learned so far. Some are even beginning to try to sound out and write their own words. Then in
maths we have continued to focus on number formation, as well as positional language.
Finally we topped the week off with a very exciting history day which Reception based on the story of Zog, where we
focused on dressing-up as princesses and knights. What a lovely end to the half term!

Year 1
Wow, half a term in Year 1 finished already! This week, we have been learning about the other two countries in the
UK, England and Wales. We loved programming the Beebots to explore a giant map of the UK. We also coloured
dragons from the story about the Patron Saint of England, George and the Dragon. And learned about the landscape
of Wales and symbols to represent the country.
In Phonics, we learnt the new sound ‘oi’ (spoil the boy) and compared it to ‘oy’ (toy for a
boy). We wrote words and sentences with both sounds in. In English, we continued with
Little Red Riding Hood. We used adjectives to write noun phrases about the food in
Grandma’s pantry – e.g. crunchy, orange carrots. We helped Grandma to make a plan to
escape from the wolf and re-ordered pictures from the story. We wrote a letter from the
wolf to apologise for what he had done! We tried to use apostrophes for contractions in
our writing.
In Maths, we have been ordering numbers to 20 and beyond. We also looked at ordinal
numbers, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and last. We had car races outside to see which position they
finished in! We are still enjoying playing on Sumdog so keep practising at home.
The week ended with an exciting finale, Horrible Histories day! In the morning we loved
designing and making our own shields, then acting out a battle with them in the
afternoon. We learned a lot from our lesson with the Roman Soldier and loved trying on
the body armour and marching in time.

Year 3
What a brilliant final week of the half term we have had in year 3! We started the week continuing with our normal
English and Maths lessons, learning how to use the column method to help us with addition and subtraction sums in
maths and finishing our ‘How to be a Roman Gladiator’ instructions in English. We have also been looking at the
lasting impact of the Romans in Britain during our History lessons and of course we had an incredibly exciting Rotten
Roman day today with our special visitor, Marcius Decimus. Have a wonderful half term everyone and I look forward
to seeing you all once we get back! Miss Hornagold ☺

Year 4
It has been a spectacular last week of the half term in Year 4. We have written some incredible poems in English this
week where we focused on using determiners and creating an atmosphere. Our poetry told the story of a Roman
soldier realising war was not always the answer!
In Maths, we have been studying money and we even used a decimal point for the first time to write pence in pound
form.
We have finished our half term by designing our own shields and to top it off we had a truly spectacular day with
Marcus the Roman soldier!

Year 5
What an end to a half term! This week in maths we have moved onto a formal method of multiplication by
practising our times tables. We have only just started this and will continue it after half term as it can be a tricky
concept to grasp.
In English, we had a few tears as we neared the end of the Midnight Fox as uncle Fred has discovered the fox cub
den and has captured the cub. We wrote a letter as Tom to Uncle Fred, begging him to leave the fox alone.
In Topic, we have learnt about Anglo Saxon society by being in role as a King, Thane, Freeman, Knight, Peasant or
Serf – the children who were serfs (slaves) were not impressed! We also learnt about famous Anglo-Saxon people
such as Alfred the Great, Harrold ll and Raedwald of Anglia. Unfortunately, there are not many female Anglo Saxons
whose stories are told in Chronicles so we could only learn about Aethelflaed, a lady of Mercia.
To finish the week, we have all come in dressed as Anglo Saxons or Vikings and I have to say that the class look
AMAZING! For our day, we split into kingdoms and designed symbols for our kings. We then made coins using clay
and included our chosen symbol. We made shields and practised using Anglo Saxon Ruins. For fun, we had a
competition against y6 to make the best shield wall each time a war horn was played! As you can see from our
photos, we had a great day – thank you all for such effort!
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Year 6
What a brilliant and busy half term it has been! I would like to say a huge thank you to all of the Year 6s for being
superstars due to their fantastic work rate and the impressive progress they have all made.
In Maths this week, we have concluded our focus on negative and positive integers by solving a range of word
problems. We then moved on to addition, where the children completed a variety of column addition questions and
then solved some tricky reasoning puzzles and problems.
In Literacy, the children completed a creative writing challenge and we then had a big grammar focus. This involved
recapping prior knowledge as well as understanding how to use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. Later
on in the week, the children created their own grammar PowerPoints to help them remember key definitions and to
demonstrate their knowledge. On Wednesday, our football team took part in a cluster tournament. I will not reveal
too much as there will be a section about it in this newsletter! However, I will say a massive well done to the
children for both their performances and their excellent behaviour.
In Topic lessons, we continued to make Anglo-Saxon or Viking menus based on the foods and drinks in this era. We
then found out about how Britain was divided into kingdoms by the Anglo-Saxons. Can your child remember five of
the main kingdoms? 1.) E____ A____, 2.) N__________, 3.) W________, 4.) K______ 5.) M________. Today was
our Anglo-Saxon and Viking Day. Each table group became one of the 5 main kingdoms in Britain and drew titles out
of a hat! These ranged from a War Chief all the way down to a Serf. In addition to having an optional meal linked to
this era, we wrote secret messages in Anglo-Saxon runes, made coins out of clay and designed shields. In the
afternoon, we had a visitor and participated in a Horrible Histories workshop.
Last but not least, please don’t forget that the dates for Aylmerton are Monday 7th November – Friday 11th
November.

Well done to Year 6 who had
98%
attendance last week. Attendance
Bear will spend next week with them.

Have a great week. We will see you all on Monday 31st October.

Chris Ashman

