Friday 30th September 2022
At the end of the half term we have two very exciting “Under Attack” themed days planned. On Thursday
20th we have a Falconry Day, where the children will meet and learn about birds of prey. The day will end
with a flying display! The day after, on the Friday, it is our ‘Horrible Histories’ day. A letter with more
information about this will go out next week.
Settling into the New School Year Survey
Thank you to everyone who completed the online survey about
how well transition has gone for your children. There were lots of
positive and helpful comments, which we really appreciate and
will help us with transition planning for next year. One of the
questions asked parents to rate how well the start of the year has
gone and of the 35 replies the average score was 4.9 out of 5,
which was lovely to see.
House Captain Elections – Our elections for house captains are taking place
next week. Good luck to all the Year 6 children planning to put themselves
forward for these important roles.

Parents Evening – These will be held face-to face on Tuesday 18th and Wednesday 19th of
October. The late day being Wednesday 19th. Booking information will be sent out soon.

FORS Christmas Project
This year FORS and the school have teamed up with Cauliflower Cards. They
produce different Christmas products like cards, wrapping paper and mugs
using the children’s designs. The children will complete their designs in school
and then bring them home for you to decide if you wish to order anything. To
get everything ready in time for Christmas there is quite a quick turnaround
time:
•

The children will bring their design and order form home between Friday 7 th and Tuesday 11th
October. Orders need to be placed online using a special code before the 17th October.

•

All completed forms with the design attached are then returned to school ready for collection.
Designs and forms need to be returned by Monday 17 th October at the very latest, to ensure that
everything is ready in time for collection. Any orders in later may not be ready in time for
Christmas.

Home-School Communication
Our main method of communication is SchoolPing, which we use to
share day-to-day messages. A lot of information goes into this
newsletter, which is sent on School Ping and is posted on the school
website. Please regularly check SchoolPing and let us know if you are
having any issues with it. The start of the year is really busy in the office and your help in returning
forms and signing up for activities, clubs and music lessons in a timely manner is much
appreciated.

School Lunches – New Menu – The school lunch menu changes after half term. Once we
receive these from VERTAS we will share them with you.
After School Club Spaces – There are still spaces in our After School Club on all 5 days. Should you need a
space either on a regular basis or as a one off please speak to the office.
Our cafes continued this week with very successful and popular parent
sessions in Year 1, 2 and 5. It was great to see so many parents in the
classrooms with the children and staff.
Next Thursday 6th October it is the Reception’s Café which will focus on Phonics. The Café will be spilt
in two with time in class and then a parent session on early reading led by Mrs Petraglia.
The Year 6 Café will be on Monday 11th October.
Cross Country – This week we had 17 children at cross country, which is a new record!! Well done to
everyone who came along for a run!
Archery Day – This had to be cancelled on Monday as Robin Arrows was ambushed
on the road from Sherwood Forest (or his van broke down - one or the other!). He will
now be in school on Wednesday, 5th October. Through the day each class will have
a session with Robin Arrows. Just to re-assure the children won’t be using real bows
and arrows!

New Date for Year 6 Class Assembly – Due to the falconry day this will now be Thurs 3rd November instead
of Thursday 20th October.
Wild Area
You may have noticed that our Wild Area at school is
really beginning to take shape.
The fencing was
completed over the summer (a big thank you to
Batemans Groundworks) and now the first stages of
preparation work has taken place inside. Two local
volunteers, John Fleetwood Jack Fleetwood’s grandad)
and Richard have been busy cutting back hedges, tidying
up the apple trees and removing small shoots that are
not needed. This has also led to the development of our
first mini environment with the pile of raspberry bushes.
Over the next few weeks, the grass will be cut back and a
pathway will be put in place. A massive thank you to
John and Richard for their work – the area already looks
amazing!

Reception
Reception started their phonics lessons this week and they have been absolutely fantastic! We learnt the sounds m,
s, a, d and then finished off the week by blending the sounds together to read ‘sad’ and ‘mad’.
In Maths we have been learning to recognise and write the numbers 0, 1, 2, 3 and 4. We now know the special
rhymes to help us form them correctly and have been practising our careful counting as well.
We also drew pictures to show who lives with us at home and talked about our different families and the homes that
we live in.

Year 1
This week, we had an exciting time starting our “Under Attack” work on castles. We worked with a partner to make
our own catapults! We had great fun seeing how far we could launch a ball of BluTack. Later in the week we looked
at pictures of castles and we designed and made our own.
We started using Purple Mash and Sumdog on the laptops in class this week. We sent Logins home for you to play
on these fantastic resources at home if you would like to.
In English, we carried on with the Michael Rosen poem – ‘Oh Dear’. We looked more closely at rhyming words and
tried to write our own versions of the poem. In Phonics, we practised the sounds oo (poo at the zoo) and oo (look at
a book).
In Maths, we have been looking at greater than, less than and equal to. We introduced the symbols <, >, =. We are
getting more confident in counting to 100 as well!
Thanks to everyone who came to our Reading Café. It was lovely to see so many of you.

Year 2
This has been a busy week in Year 2 with lots of both learning and fun.
In maths the children have been working hard to count in both tens and ones on a number line and to estimate
where numbers go on an empty 0-10 and 0-100 line. We have continued to enjoy counting songs and to practice
counting backwards from 100 to 0.
In phonics we have revised the ‘a’ sound made by ai and ay in words. Next week we shall move on to the spilt a
diagraph e.g. cake, make, shake. We have finished the story ‘Stuck’. The children have written sequels to the story
explaining how everything managed to get out of the tree.
On Tuesday we welcomed many of you to our class. Thank you to everyone who has been making time to hear their
son or daughter read and also to do some counting with them.

On Wednesday the children learnt about castles with Mrs Bird and yesterday they enjoyed a PE session with Mr
Ashman.
Next week we have an archery session on Wednesday as well as cricket with Kevin on Tuesday. I am on a First Aid
course on Tuesday so the lovely Mrs Cavender will be teaching the class.

Year 3
The highlight of our week this week has certainly been our trip to the Time and Tide
museum in Great Yarmouth with the wonderful year 4s! Our day started by being
introduced to two druid ladies who were trying to help Boudicca win the battle against
the nasty, vicious Romans trying to take over Britain. Our job was to be a spy to find out
what it was like to be a Roman soldier and help Boudicca and her tribe of warriors
defeat the Roman army. We then split into four groups and each had a go at learning:
how to be a Roman soldier, the types of jobs slaves had to do for Lady Livia in her fancy
Roman house, how to make potions with the druids and even learnt how to use an axe
on the battlefield. It was a fantastic day and we hope all of the children had a brilliant
time and learnt lots!

On the other, slightly more ‘normal’ days in school this week we have been planning and writing our own narratives
based on ‘Escape from Pompeii’ and in Maths we have been comparing, ordering and adding 1s, 10s, and 100s to 3digit numbers.

Year 4
This week has flown by again but the absolute highlight of the week was our amazing trip to the Time and Tide
Museum on Wednesday. The children learnt about the Romans and the Iceni tribe. We learnt about The Druids and
their beliefs, we took part in Roman Soldier training, experienced life as a Roman Slave and made an Iceni Torc. We
were successful in scaring off the Romans for now - we are not yet sure if they will come back again or not! I’d like
to say a huge thank you to our adult helpers who supported us throughout the day.
The rest of the week has been based on rounding in Maths and writing our final Instructions on ‘how to be a Roman
Gladiator’ in literacy.

Year 5
What a cold week!!!! But that has not stopped the hard work in year 5.
In maths we have been looking at negative numbers and we have just moved on to using a formal method of
subtraction. We have used place value counters to explain why we need to exchange. Why not ask your child to try
and show you how to do 451 – 228. Do not worry if they get stuck – we have only just started it!
In literacy, we have written newspaper reports about seeing the black fox again and we have drawn a map of the
farm by using our reading skills to get an understanding of what is on the farm. We also continued our diary writing
after we saw the fox for the second time.
In topic work, we have been imagining what it would have been like to cross the North Sea as a child in an AngloSaxon boat to go to a new land with our family. We then used this to create poetry. Here is an example:

Alone (By Isabel Chilvers)
I’m sat on my own at the back
No family or friends
Tall men in front of me block my view
I’ve no way how to tell if we are going the right way
Alone
Will we find our home?
Freezing, hypothermia
Bags under my eyes
Alone
The adults moan
Are the gods angry?
The waves beat against the boat like my chest
Will I see my family again?
Alone.
Finally, we had our Café this morning with the largest number of parents that I have ever had! We talked through
the expectations in year 5 and how the year will look. We finished by making some Anglo-Saxon Broaches which we
will put up on display – some of the parents really got into it!!

Year 6
Firstly… it’s great to be back from paternity leave! The children have worked incredibly hard this week and should
be very proud of themselves.
In Maths, we have continued our topic of ‘Number’. This included comparing and ordering numbers up to
10,000,000 and using place value to determine what each digit is worth within a decimal number. Feel free to ask
your child what the digit ‘7’ is worth in the number 126.37. We also completed a variety of morning puzzles linked
to Maths reasoning problems and their quick thinking was very impressive.
In Literacy, we have read more of our class book ‘Boy Overboard’ and have planned an informal letter to a friend
back home explaining what life is like in the setting (Afghanistan).
In afternoon lessons, the class retained lots of facts linked to the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings before studying clothes
and houses from this era. In art lessons, we learnt about a one-point perspective and began creating a watercolour
painting. I must also say a huge well done to the class for the quality of their homework. I really liked reading
through their fact-files and seeing their Viking long boats.
Please note that the Year 6 café will be on Monday 10th October at 9am.

Congratulations to Year 6 who had
30 out of 31
children read at least 3 times at home
this week!

Well done to Year 2 who had
98%
attendance last week. Attendance
Bear will spend next week with them.

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Have a lovely weekend.

Best Wishes
Chris Ashman

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Phoebe, Lucas, Emmy
Emma, Landon, Eliora
Jacob, Edie, Esme
Iris, Jenson, Lola
All of Year 4, Emily, Kayden
Isabel C, Reid, Olive
Ralph, All of Year 6, Olivia

