
 
 
 

 

 
 

Friday 13th May 2022 
 

SATS Week - It has been a busy week for Year 6. As this week has been SATS week. On Monday 
the Year 6 children took their spelling, punctuation and grammar test, then on Tuesday it was 
the reading test. Finally on Wednesday and Thursday it was the maths tests. Today they have 
been on a special reward trip to Great Yarmouth! 
 
All the children should be very proud of themselves for their efforts through the week and indeed 
throughout their time at school. I would also like to thank everyone who has worked with the 
children in and out of school for their help, especially Mr Edwards and Ms Holmes as well as the 
parents of Year 6 children. Thanks also to everyone involved with the SATS breakfasts – it was a 
great way for the children to start the day. 
 
The most praise must go to our Year 6 children who have been brilliant all week.  I want to 
congratulate all of them for trying their hardest all through the year. You have all been stars and 
I am proud of you all.  I know you will have a fantastic end to your time at Rackheath. Bring on 
the Camp Out! 
 

Class Assemblies 

Year 4 had their class assembly this Wednesday. Performing to a packed 

hall, the class put on a fantastic re-telling of the Greek Myth, Perseus and 

the Gorgon. The children loved re-telling the story and performed really 

well showing excellent dramatic acting ability. The class also shared 

some fantastic creative writing and scary portraits of Medusa 

(fortunately, no one in the audience was turned to stone).   Thanks to all 

the staff involved and to family members who were able to watch and 

help in other ways.  

 

Next week we have 2 class assemblies:  Tuesday 17th May - Year 5 and Wednesday 18th 

May - Reception. 
 

 
 
Class Photographs – Reception and Year 6 had their class 
photographs taken this week. We look forward to sharing them 

soon.  
 
 

Red, White and Blue Jubilee Day – The children absolutely loved the 
Rackheath Rocks Fun Day in September so the FORS and staff thought we 
would do it again to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on Friday 27th 
May. We will have the inflatable assault courses that the children loved so 
much and a picnic for the school. More details to follow in a letter that will 
go out next week!  



 
Jubilee Dance Day 

Next Thursday each class is taking part in a dance workshop linked to the 
Queen’s Jubilee and dances through the decades of her reign.  We are 
looking to take some of those dances forward to the Jubilee celebrations in 
the park on Thursday 2nd June. A School Ping was sent out earlier in the 
week to see how many children and families are likely to be around on the 

2nd.  
 

Year 4 Rugby Day – 10 of our Year 4 children are taking part in a rugby day 

organised by North Walsham Rugby Club on Thursday 19th May. Thanks to all 

the parents who have offered to help with transport to the event. The new 

venue for this being Aylsham High School.  

 

New Intake September 2022 – Recently we received the list of 

the children who will make up our next reception class.  As usual 

there was a mix of familiar and unfamiliar names on the list.  In 

the next week or so all the class will receive a letter with details 

of our transition plans. Including information about our new 

parent evening on Tuesday 14th June. We look forward to 

welcoming all of the children in September! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reception 
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and jpetraglia5gr8@nsix.org.uk 
This week, we have been looking more closely at the life-cycle of a butterfly and we had the very exciting moment of 

releasing some of the butterflies that had emerged from their chrysalis!  We made careful observations of how they 

had changed from caterpillars to beautiful Painted Lady butterflies and it was amazing to watch them flutter off to 

some of the flowers in our outdoor area.  We are just waiting for the last few butterflies to emerge now… 

We have also been looking at 3D shapes in maths and exploring their faces, vertices and edges, as well as re-capping 

the short ‘oo’ sound and long ‘oo’ sound. 
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Year 1 
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk  and  jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk 
This week, we have been learning about where our food comes from.  We have been looking at the information 
book, ‘Lunchbox The Story Of Your Food’.  We talked about fruits and vegetables we like and don’t like linked to the 
Charlie and Lola book, ‘I Will Not Never Eat A Tomato’.  In Phonics, we recapped some of the sounds we already 
know, and practised reading and writing real and alien words. 
We have started looking at fractions this week!  We have been finding half of shapes by folding them, and half of 
amounts by sharing equally between two groups.  We have loved using the ‘Hit the Button’ game to get really 
speedy at recalling doubles. 
In Science, we drew round some of the children in our class!  We then labelled the main body parts around them. At 
the end of the lesson, we each labelled a smaller version of a body outline to see if we could recall the names. We 
also looked at which body part we use for which sense. 
We have started a new art unit on weaving this week which was really good fun! 

 
Year 2  
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk 
This week has absolutely flown by and it seems impossible that we only have 
another two before Half Term.  We have started the end of KS1 assessments with 
groups of children tackling the arithmetic paper and most of the class completing 
the first reading paper.  The children have been brilliant; really trying their best 
yet not seeming anxious so thank you for not making a big thing of them at home, 
as that helps us all approach them in a calm, relaxed way. 
In English this week, we have enjoyed reading the story ‘The Sweetest Song’ from 
a collection of traditional tales.  The children have spotted repeated phrases and 
events before retelling the story from the point of view of the wolf.  Maths has 
been a mixture of work on fractions (finding and recognising ¾), times tables and 
subtracting by counting backwards on a number line.  Some children find counting 
backwards in 10s from any number tricky so it would be great if you could practise 
this at home (107, 97, 87, 77 etc.). 
 
The children have finished their art straw skeleton pictures and learnt to weave with paper.  They have also enjoyed 
a PE lesson with Mr Ashman. 
 
Barratt and David Wilson Homes who are currently building homes at Woodland Heath on Salhouse Road, have 
kindly donated a hedgehog house to school.  On Thursday, they sent a photographer to take photos of some of the 
class and the hedgehog home. We are looking forward to welcoming a hedgehog to the school grounds! 
 
Today has been the highlight of the week – our Pyjamarama Day! The children have loved wearing their pyjamas to 
school, enjoyed reading stories with their grown-ups and each other as well as listening to famous authors reading 
stories in their pyjamas! Thank you for supporting this event. 

 

 

    

 

 

    

Year 3 
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk  
This week, we have been using fraction walls in maths to help us compare, order, add and subtract fractions. We 
started with fractions that had the same denominator, before moving onto some trickier problems, with fractions 
that had different numerators and denominators (this is where the fraction walls come in very handy!). In English, 
we have been writing a newspaper report on Leo-Ancient Greece’s latest hero! On Tuesday, some of the children got 
into the role of Leo and had a go at hot seating. They did a fantastic job at answering questions in the role of Leo. We 

mailto:jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
mailto:hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
mailto:hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk


then planned and wrote our interviews, in the style of a newspaper report. Today, some of the children even had a 
go at typing them up on the computer and I can see how much their typing skills have improved since the start of the 
year.  
 
We also had our first Mandarin lesson on Tuesday, followed by a tennis lesson with Mr Palmer. In topic, we have 
been continuing to learn about Ancient Greece and on Wednesday, we had a one off history lesson with Mr Ashman, 
looking at the Ancient Greek Gods and Goddesses. Finally, it was lovely to see so many parents reading with their 
children this morning and I look forward to seeing you all next Monday in your outfits for our Ancient Greece Day!   

 
Year 4 
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk  
We have had another incredibly busy but fun packed week in Year 4. It was such a pleasure to welcome so many of 

our adults in on Wednesday for our class assembly. These moments feel even more special than they used to and 

the children were so excited. They didn’t let their nerves get in their way and they did an amazing job of retelling the 

story of Perseus and Medusa. We were also able to share some of our English work. Tt was a very hard job selecting 

just a few to read as the children had worked incredibly hard on these pieces and all of them produced incredible 

descriptions of the ghastly gorgon!  

 Then, today the children loved the opportunity to share their reading books with grown-ups from home. Thank you 

so much for your support! 

Don’t forget that on Monday we have our Ancient Greece Day! We have some baking, art and a mini Olympics 

planned.  If you don’t have your PE in school already, please bring it in on Monday, just in case. 

 

Year 5 
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk 
We have been busy getting ready for our class assembly this week – it has been a bit of a struggle to get the script 
together as there were so many ideas of how we should do it!  

In maths, we have been focussing on the formal multiplication and division methods. We then finished the week by 
using these skills in real-life questions such as the one below. What do you think you need to do and how would you 
solve it:  

A medicine bottle has 375ml in. If I use a 5ml spoonful at a time, how many can I get out of it? If I take three a day, 
how many days would it last?  

In English, we have finished our persuasive letters to Mr Ashman about why we should have extra break times and 
we spent the end of the week writing these up using our best handwriting and without any mistakes – it took a few 
of us several attempts at this!  

In topic, we have focussed on the circulation system, using the language oxygenated and deoxygenated blood and 
we did this through drama. A big thank you to Katie, our heart, as she had to ‘pump’ the entire way through the 
lesson!  

Year 6  
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk 
It would only be right to start this paragraph by saying how proud Ms Holmes and I are of the Year 6 children.  All of 
them have tried their best in their SATs tests and this is all we can ask for!  They persevered, stayed positive and 
were amazing role models for the whole school.  Monday to Thursday mornings started with our delicious SATs 
breakfast - which included bacon rolls, pain au chocolat, croissants, toast and cereal as well as drinks too! It was 
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lovely seeing the children with smiles on their faces and having fun.  A big thank you must go to the staff who helped 
cook and / or serve the breakfasts – particularly Ms Holmes, Mrs Goddard, Mr Ashman and Mr Cavender.  

In afternoon lessons, to link in with ‘Let’s Get Moving,’ the children found out about various countries within South 
America by discussing and researching capital cities, population, currency, languages spoken and famous landmarks. 
The children also continued their case study of Brazil where they researched the key human and physical features 
and then plotted them on the correct place of the map.  We then had further French lessons where the children 
learnt the months of the year.  However, Friday was definitely the highlight of the week! Everyone had so much fun 
at ten-pin bowling as well as playing on a variety of games in the amusements. I thoroughly enjoyed my fish and 
chips – as did the Year 6s and this was all very well deserved because of their hard work this year.  As mentioned to 
the class, this is just one of many exciting activities that will continue to take place this term.  Thank you Year 6 for all 
being incredible this week. 

PS – I thought it would be a good idea to include my bowling score after a tense match against Mr Ashman!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children 
who got their certificates in assembly today. 

 STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS 
Reception Evie, Kory, Emma 

Year 1 Sidney, Hunter, Oscar 

Year 2 Ayla, Nicky, Emily 

Year 3 Emily T, Harlan, Maxwell 

Year 4 Reid, Freddie, All of Year 4 

Year 5 Jack, Katy, Natalia 

Year 6 All of Year 6 
 

Have a lovely weekend! 

 

Chris Ashman 

Well done to Year 4 who had the highest 
attendance last week with: 

98% 
Attendance Bear will spend next week with 

them! 
 

 


