Friday 29th April 2022
This week it has been amazing to have held lots of firsts (since the pandemic started):





Last Friday we held our first whole school assembly indoors
Also on Friday we had our first FORS indoor event with the Easter Bingo
Across the week we have had four incredibly well attended class Curiosity Cafes
On Tuesday our RSHE briefing for parents was the first face to face parent briefing

After the last couple of years it has been brilliant to have all these things taking place
again!

Curiosity Café Dates
It has been lovely to see so many parents and family members
sharing learning with their children, teachers and the class. We
have had four cafes this week in Reception and Years 1, 2 and 3. All
the cafes have been packed out and all the parental feedback has
been really positive.
Next week’s cafes are:
 Tuesday 3rd May
 Thursday 5th May
 Friday 6th May

Year 6
Year 4
Year 5

The cafes start at 9.00am and run for an hour. Parents can wait
in the hall from 8:45am before a staff member comes to collect
you to take you down to the classroom.
Class Assemblies to School and Parents
These start next week. Year 3 being the first one on Tuesday 3 rd. All assemblies start at
2:30pm and parents should arrive at school for 2:25pm. The dates for Reception and Year 2
have changed since the original diary was sent out, which is why they are in bold.
Tuesday 3rd May
Thursday 5th May
Wednesday 11th May
Tuesday 17th May
Wednesday 18th May
Thursday 9th June

Year 3
Year 1
Year 4
Year 5
Reception
Year 2

RSHE Meeting
On Tuesday evening we held an RSHE information briefing for parents all about the
curriculum for RSHE. We had around 25 parents attending which was good and thanks to
all the parents who came along. A big thank you also to all the staff who attended to
share resources and plans for their year groups. Today we have sent out some of the
supporting information that was shared on the day via SchoolPing.

Music with Mrs Smith
On Wednesday Mrs Smith led a special assembly where she (and some
children) played lots of different woodwind and brass instruments like the
flute, clarinet and trumpet. The school loved joining in with the songs. We
already have some children learning woodwind and brass with Mrs Smith on
a Wednesday but there are spaces for new aspiring musicians from Year 3 to
6. If your child is interested please contact the school office for more
information.

It’s been a busy and successful sporting week in the school. Two of our netball teams took part in the
Cluster Netball tournament, with one of the teams winning the event. The school football team also
put in a good performance to win 5-1 against Bure Valley.
Next Tuesday it’s the turn of Year 2 and Year 5. Year 2 are all going to St John’s for a cluster multi-skills
morning, whilst 10 Year 5 children are taking part in a Tag Rugby Day at Aylsham on Thursday.
Netball – On Wednesday two of our teams took part in the cluster netball at St Johns. Both teams
played some really good netball and one of the teams ended up winning the event. A big well done to
the winning team; Sienna, Natalia, Ellie T, Ava and Amy-Leigh. Well done too to the other children that
took part: Lila, Yuan, Lacey, Jessica C, Honey and Elsie. With all of the children in this team and Natalia
in Year 5 things look good for netball next year too! Thanks to Mrs Pilbrow and Mr Palmer for taking
the teams and to the parents who went along to support.
“On Wednesday the 27th April, seven children from Year 5 and four children from Year 6 took part in the
cluster netball tournament at St John’s Primary School. Both teams played really well. For the Year 6 team:
Ellie T, Sienna, Ava, Amy-Leigh and Natalia. For Rackheath 1 the first match they played they sadly lost 3-0.
But after they had a bit of practise, they were back on track and won 3-1. After a break and more training,
they played another match and drew 1-1. Straight after the last game, we played another game back-to-back
and won 2-0. After having a little snack and a team talk, they went on to play the other Rackheath team. They
won 6-0! Going into the last game it was a win or lose situation but it was a draw. Everyone was crossing their
fingers with hope. But thanks to the 6-0 win, they won the whole tournament because it all relied on goal points.
The other Rackheath team tried their hardest but unfortunately lost a few games.
Well done to Sienna for scoring 3, Ellie for scoring 7, Ava for scoring 2 and both Amy and Natalia who scored 1.
Well done to both of the netball teams for doing so well in the tournament.”
By Sienna and Ellie

Football v Bure Valley – On Monday the football team went to Aylsham to play Bure Valley. The first
half was very closely matched with Charlie scoring before Bure Valley quickly equalised. At half time
the game was finely poised at 1-1 but in the second half the team turned on the style, scoring 4 and
winning 5-1. Charlie scoring 2 more to complete an excellent hat-trick. Harvey and Joseph were our
other scorers. Well done to all of the team: Joe, Luke, Theo H, Theo O, Charlie, Joseph, Lennon and
Harvey. A special well done to Rhys and Connor who played their first game for the school.
Other Football News – A fantastic achievement for Freddie and Harlan from Year 3
who along with the rest of the Wroxham Under 8’s Harriers won the Kappa cup on
Saturday. The team did amazingly well to come back from 3-0 down after 15 minutes
to win 4-3. It was the Harriers first cup final, and what a game. What a great
opportunity to play at the FDC, in front of an amazing crowd. A huge well done to
Freddie, Harlan and all of the Wroxham Team.

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and jpetraglia5gr8@nsix.org.uk
This week the children were learning all about the things we need to keep our bodies healthy. We looked at fruits
and vegetables, carbohydrates, dairy, protein and fats and sugars. We also learnt that we need lots of water to stay
hydrated throughout the day. As part of that, we tried writing our own recipes for a healthy drink and then we
made pretend healthy ‘potions’ with ingredients such as blueberries, banana and orange juice.
In maths we have been learning our number bonds to ten and finding all the different ways we could make and write
those number sentences.
Then today we had a fabulous Reading Café where we looked at the story ‘Oi Frog!’. There was a lovely turnout of
parents and siblings and the Reception team would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who was able to come
along and take part.

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
The highlight of this week for Year 1 was having some of our grown-ups join us for our Reading Café! We had a lovely
time sharing ‘The Tiny Seed’ by Eric Carle, and making our own flowers to brighten up our book corner and our
homes! Thank you so much for such a great turn out!
We have been revising all our Phonics sounds, especially the split digraphs, a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e. We read lots of real
and alien words. In English, we continued learning the poems ‘Ready Steady Mo’ and ‘On the Ning Nang Nong’ ready
for our Class Assembly next week. We have been looking at rhyme, repetition and short sentences.
In Maths, we have been learning to multiply. We used arrays that we made with counters and toys. We also
practised finding doubles – and enjoyed making our own ‘doubling ladybirds’.
As part of our new topic, ‘Let’s Get Moving’, we looked at the importance of eating a balanced diet. We really
enjoyed playing ‘Healthy Eating Bingo’! We also planted beans, lettuce and potatoes so we can grow some of our
own food (fingers crossed!).

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
This week has been a busy one and it has flown by! The children have worked hard. The theme of our learning being
a healthy, balanced diet. The children learnt about food groups and designed a healthy packed lunch on Tuesday and
on Wednesday, we began reading a super book: ‘Lunchbox, The Story of Your Food.’
We enjoyed sharing the beginning of this book during our reading café on Wednesday morning. Thank you to all of
the parents who came and joined in enthusiastically. It was so lovely to have the opportunity to talk to you about the
importance of reading, to share how we work on reading fluency and explain how we teach the children the skills
needed to tackle a reading comprehension paper.
In maths the children have been learning more about money. We have recognised, counted and compared money
and worked out change. Yesterday we had a lesson on 2D shape in which the children revised their knowledge of
shape names and learnt the word vertices to describe their corners.
The children have enjoyed two PE lessons this week, one with Mr Ashman and one with Mr Palmer. They have also
explored Christian artefacts and learnt about the story of Noah’s Ark.

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
This week seems to have flown by and I cannot believe how quickly the children have gotten back into the swing of
things since returning from our Easter break (although this seems like a long time ago now!). On Monday we had our
Curiosity Café, during which we discussed the importance of reading fluency; how we teach it at school and then
finished off with a colouring activity linked to our new book ‘Leo and the Gorgon’s Curse’. It was lovely to see so
many of the grown-ups in our classroom, enjoying reading with their children. We hope you enjoyed seeing our
classroom and being able to see a bit more of what we get up to.
The rest of the week seems to have been non-stop! We had a one off ukulele
lesson with Mr Bell from Norfolk Music Hub on Monday, followed by our usual
ukulele lesson on Tuesday and our first PE lesson getting changed in the school
changing rooms, which the children were very good at. In English, the children
have been doing lots of writing around our new book and are looking forward
to finding out the ending next week. In Maths, we have moved onto finding
fractions of larger numbers, using the base 10 and bar models to help us and in
topic, we have been learning all about Ancient Greece. I do not want to give too
much away, as it may ruin our class assembly next Tuesday!

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
Like all weeks, Year 4 have been an absolute pleasure. However, this week we have been absolutely blown away but
their kindness, welcoming attitude, huge smiles and problem solving. I am proud of you always but this week I am
prouder than I have ever been before - well done team!
We have started our new topic this week linked to the whole school theme of, ‘Let’s Get Moving’ and the children
are loving learning about Ancient Greece. We have explored the time line of the era and also explored city states.
Many children decided they would rather live in Sparta than in Athens due to the fact that girls in Sparta were
allowed to go to school whereas girls in Athens were not.

In English, we have been exploring the story of Icarus and looking at powerful verbs. The children have also been
studying the story of Midas and his golden touch in Guided Reading which they are loving. Whilst in Maths this
week, we have been learning all about decimals. We have looked at tenths, hundredths and number lines. Next
week, we will be looking at equivalents and problem solving.
Thank you so much for your quick donations of 2 litre bottles- the children are busy making papier-mâché Greek
vases in art with Mrs Goddard!
Well done Year 4 on a great week - I hope you have a wonderful bank holiday. Don’t forget, our Curiosity Café on
Thursday at 9am - we are looking forward to seeing you there!

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
Welcome back. We are now into the final term of year five – it seems to have flown by!
In maths, we have started the first week by looking back at the tests we did just before Easter so that we could spot
any obvious errors. It was interesting to see how the choice of language stumped the children. Words such as more
than, few, gained and removed really tricked them. Some children didn’t recognise that some were words that
meant add or subtract. This will something we focus on this term.
In literacy, we have just started our persuasive writing unit with the final outcome being
a letter to Mr Ashman asking for extra break times in school! I apologise if the children
some home and practise these skills on you to get the things that they want, such as
extra time on the computer or more pudding!
In science, we have been finishing off last terms unit by holding a boat competition
where the children needed to create a boat that would hold the most weight. The
groups each had only 1m of foil to construct their boats and then we placed them into
water and slowly added weight. A massive well done to Natalia and Lila as their boat
(We Will Float) won the competition by managing to hold a massive 1.86kg before
sinking! After the experiment, the children concluded that to hold the most weight, the
boat would need a large surface area and high sides but it would also need to be as
strong as possible.

Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
As always, it’s been a very busy week and a half in Year 6! The children have come back to school really focused and
have continued to make excellent progress. In Literacy, we have discussed topics for debate. Just a couple of these
were – ‘Should animals perform in circuses?’ and ‘Should mobile phones be used in schools?’ We then wrote down
the ‘for’ and ‘against’ reasons before planning and writing a balanced argument. In Maths lessons, we have had two
lessons aimed at retaining ‘tricks’ and ‘short-cuts’ in arithmetic questions, learnt about ratio and proportion
(including scaling quantities up or down) as well as beginning to interpret pie charts. Ms Holmes and I were very
impressed at how quickly the children picked this up! In afternoon lessons, we learnt about the three states of
matter – solids, liquids and gases, and how their properties differ. For our new Science unit of work (air resistance)
linked to our whole-school topic of ‘Let’s Get Moving,’ the children created their own experiment. In small groups,
they thought about how the properties of paper could be altered to affect air resistance. They were all able to use
scientific language to give detailed predictions and explanations. We’ve also had two French lessons to recap
previous learning such as numbers and colours. Towards the end of these activities, the class enjoyed playing French
Bingo and putting their knowledge to the test by completing challenges on Purple Mash.

Well done to Reception and Year 2 who had the
joint highest attendance for last week with a
perfect 100%. Attendance Bear will share their
time Year 2 and Reception next week!

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Leighrye, Leo, Landon
Isla, Sebastian, Parker
Amelie, Emil, Freya
Leon, Emily O and Olivia, Isaac
Tommee, Mia, Tallulah
Sasha, Alice, Katy, Amber and Oliver
Lily, Connor, Josie

Have a lovely Bank Holiday weekend. See you all on Tuesday!

Chris Ashman

