Friday 11th March 2022
Story Teller Visit – As part of our work around reading and story-telling we
have Su Squire visiting the school on Monday to deliver two story workshops
– one for Reception, Year 1 and 2 and another for the rest of the school.

Field Use
There was widespread excitement on Wednesday as we used the field at lunch for the first
time since November. The plan for now does not include playing football on the field but
soon the children will be able to use the field for games of football too. Children playing
football should bring in trainers to change in to.
The War in Ukraine
The people of Ukraine are very much in our thoughts at the moment. We know
that world events can worry our children. Our teachers are using their
professional judgement based on different factors such as the age of the class
and whether the children are talking about it or not to decide how to address the
situation. Any discussion is very much at an age appropriate level. We do have some useful resources
to use either at home or in school. The list of resources was sent home in a School Ping yesterday.

Furniture Giveaway
We are in the process of clearing out our changing rooms, which have been
storerooms for the last year or so. We have some older tables and chairs which
we are happy to give away to any families that would like them to use at
home. We will leave an example of the type of tables and chairs we have by
the entrance to the hall that faces out to the playground. If you are interested
in having a table or some chairs please let the office know.
Friday 18th March
Next Friday, the school will be supporting
Red

Nose

Day

2022

with

a

‘Wear

Something Red’ non-uniform day with a
contribution of £1.
We will also hold our Fun Race event at
lunchtime where children can pay 20p to
enter a ‘red’iculous race in the hope of
winning a small prize.

Norwich City CSF Football
Last Friday the football team took part in the CSF tournament at the Nest. The
team were in a group with five other schools. With the top two in the group
going through to Champion’s Day!
The boys put in super performances throughout the day; playing some fantastic
football and playing with great team spirit and teamwork throughout. Despite
being in a tough group, which included Sprowston who beat us at the County
Finals in February, the team won all five of their games scoring 11 and only conceding 2 across the
five games. The highlight being a fantastic team performance in our last game to beat Sprowston
1-0. Joe, Theo, Luke and Xane all put in great displays in goal and in defence whilst Jack, Joseph,
Lennon and Charlie showed great attacking flare. Goals were scored by Charlie (4) Jack (3)
Joseph (2) and Lennon and Luke 1 each. As a result the team are heading off to Champions Day
which takes place today. A report to follow.
Thanks to Ms Holmes and all the parents for their super support.

Horstead Year 4 – On Tuesday 22nd March Year 4 are going for a special overnight stay at
Horstead to make up for two years of missed overnight residentials. It should be a fantastic
experience. I’m really looking forward to going with them.
Traffic Disruption
I know you will be aware of the road closures around Rackheath at the
moment. For the next two weeks Wilkinson Road is closed leaving just
the one entrance to the estate (I have just heard that this may now be
for a longer period of time). This will increase pressure on traffic and
disruption around Rackheath especially at drop off and pick up times. I
would ask that over the next few weeks all road users remain
considerate of each other, pedestrians and local residents. We do have
the church as a parking option and we would encourage as many of
you as are able to walk to and from school.
Attendance Bear – Year 3 had the best attendance again last week with 100% attendance. The third
week in a row! Can anyone stop the run? Attendance Bear will spend the week with Year 3.

Midday Supervisor Post
We

are

currently

looking

for

someone

engaging and supportive to work with some
of our younger children, supervising them
during lunchtimes. The post is for one person
Monday – Friday or for two people to share
days across the week. Hours are 12 – 1pm.
If this could be something that interests you,
please speak to the school office.

Bombers Pre-School

bombers@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
Just a short piece to say the children have been very happy exploring lots of different construction activities. Making
the ‘babies’ better in the ‘doctors’ and looking at ‘body’ information books.
We have celebrated Pancake Day with decorating pancakes in craft, playing with pancake dry ingredients and
sampling a piece of pancake at snack.
The children love the sand area outside and this week have been making ‘sea’ animal mould shapes as well as using
diggers and scoops/pots.
We have a new trampoline, which they have been very happy turn taking with, to jump off lots of energy!
A reminder that next Friday (18th March) is comic relief. We will contribute here by wearing something ‘Red’ and
donating a pound. Any children not attending a Friday can do this any day next week if they would like to.
Finally, some of you may have seen our notice but just to inform you all that Jasmine will not be returning from
maternity leave. She is enjoying quality time with her little one and we wish her all the best for the future. We are
pleased to say that Laura will be staying with us permanently and is now a fully-fledged member of the team.

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk
We have had a super week here in Reception. Our learning in maths this week has been centred on subtraction. The
children have been using the words minus, subtract and takeaway in many different practical activities before they
recorded the subtraction sentence.
In Literacy the children have been introduced to the ‘or’ sound. They have been learning to read the words, horse,
snort, short, sport, fork and sort. They have written the sentence; I need a fork and a spoon. Some of the children
challenged themselves and wrote the sentences; The horse can jump high and There is a short sheep. At home you
may like to write some more sentences to include our ‘or’ words.
In topic this week we have started to read the story Errol’s Garden. This is a wonderful book and it has introduced
the children to plants and different types of gardens. The children have been making their own grass seed
caterpillars. We’re looking forward to seeing the grass hair grow so please share some photographs on Tapestry
with us. The children have been introduced to the different parts of a plant. They have been using the words stem,
leaf, flower, petals, and roots. Through class discussion we found out what plants need to help them to grow.
Everyone enjoyed decorating their own plant pot and planting a sunflower seed. At the end of the week we looked
at different artist’s paintings of flowers. We discussed what they could see, what they did well and their likes and
dislikes.

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
This week has been Pirate Week in Year 1! Obviously, the highlight of our week was our fabulous trip to Time and
Tide. We had lots of fun and the children were fantastic. We were very proud of them all. As part of our activities
we searched for treasure in the museum, learned about pirate life from Kitty Black and got into character ourselves.
We made our own pirate hats too. Captain Smith trained us up and showed us how to use a cutlass. In class this
week we also made our own Pirate flags and played a Swashbuckle style game in the hall!
In Phonics, we have learnt the new sound ‘ew’ (chew the stew) and compared it to ‘oo’ (poo at the zoo) and ‘u-e’
(huge brute). We have started looking at the book Clem and the Crab. We made predictions about the story by

looking at pictures at the beginning, and thought about what we might collect at the beach. We enjoyed finding out
more about crabs!
In Maths, we have continued to measure height and length, but this time using rulers. We measured in centimetres
(cm) and compared which objects were shortest to longest. We even solved problems by adding lengths together.
Some of our children had moved up the Reading Stars board this week. Some had moved onto Bronze, and some
have even reached Silver! Well done to all of those reading 3 times a week or more at home – we can really see a
difference. They each received a certificate and a prize!

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
Year 2 have had a fabulous week, especially enjoying our wonderful pirate themed day at the Time and Tide
Museum. The children were incredibly well behaved and some just a little bit scared to begin with of the Navy
Captain and Pirate Kitty but thoroughly enjoyed all the activities. During the day, they learned how to be a pirate
crew and one of the crew in the Navy, made themselves a pirate hat and went treasure hunting in the museum. All
of the children learned to use a pretend cutlass and some got to fire a musket or load a cannon! All incredibly
exciting things to do – nothing like a normal day in school. Today we have shared photographs and memories before
writing about the day.
This week we have also finished our story about Clem and the Crab. The children have written about the things that
they liked and disliked about the story as well as the puzzles they had and patterns that they saw. I read the story of
The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch to the class and they all made a card, with moving parts, to show how the basket of
food travels from Mr Grinling’s cottage to the lighthouse.
In maths we have secured our learning on recognising halves and quarters. The children have learnt more about
Kenya with Mr Ashman, worked hard in their guided reading groups and enjoyed a pirate themed PE lesson on the
playground.

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
I am incredibly proud of the English work that the Year 3’s have produced this week, during our final week of our
poetry unit. The children spent the first part of the week consolidating their understanding of nouns, verbs and
adjectives and then used this knowledge to produce their own kennings poems. They wrote about animals,
themselves and some even got onto writing kenning poems about their friends, which I then had to guess!
In maths, we have been learning about perimeter and finding the perimeter of a variety of shapes. The children’s
mental addition has improved so much that they were able to do many of the sums in their heads effortlessly! This
meant we could move onto solving some perimeter problems in a bit more depth.
We also had our first lesson with the Speroes this week, which was really fun! The children all picked up the coding
aspect quickly so I am looking forward to doing some more of this in the future. In science, we have just started our
sound unit and we finished the week by having a wonderful art lesson, using warm and cool colours to paint our own
pictures.

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
Year 4 have had another amazing week this week. I know that they are all feeling incredibly proud of themselves
with all of their achievements and it has been so lovely to share in these moments with them this week!
To start the week off, we started our new English unit of 'Twisted Traditional Tales'. I asked the children to write
their favourite traditional story and once they got started, there was just no stopping them! We are really enjoying
looking at traditional stories and by the end of this unit, the class will have created their own story and character but
they will be in charge of who is good or evil. We are so excited!
In Maths, we have completed our division work and we are ready to really get our teeth stuck into our fractions unit.
We have also been focussing on our 8 times table which has been really fun - we had lots of giggles at the rhyme we
are using to remember 8 x 8 = 64!
I’d just like to remind you to return your medical permission slips for Horstead. Next week, we will be making our
choices as to who we would like to share rooms with. Not long to go now!
PE will be on Wednesday for the next few weeks so children need to come into school in their PE kits please.

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
What a great week we have had in school –
especially because the sun has been shining!
In maths, the children have continued their work
with measurements by focusing on grams to
Kilograms; their work included trying to solve
worded problems around this. For example: I
feed my bunnies 30g of food a day. How many
days will a 1kg bag last?
In literacy, we have continued our work on our
class book FLOODLAND. Our main focus of the
week has been powerful language and we ended
up writing and performing speeches to convince
the people of Eel Island to make us their leader.
In topic, the children have learnt the process of mummification and
it was rather disgusting! We have started our papier-mâché river
systems, which has meant far too much mess (I have no idea why I
continue to do papier-mâché!)

Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
It’s been another busy week in Year 6 as the children have worked hard and have faced a variety of challenges. In
Maths lessons, we’ve been able to calculate missing internal angles in three different types of triangles: right-angled,
isosceles and scalene. We then moved onto angles around a point where the children learnt about vertically
opposite angles. Ms Holmes and I were amazed at how quickly they picked this up!
In Literacy, we finished our biography unit of work and moved onto instruction texts. The children had lots of fun in
the first activity as they had to write instructions to remind me how to make my favourite sandwich! Little did they
know, I had brought the ingredients and equipment into school and made the sandwich EXACTLY how they had
written it. Everyone thought it was amusing when people had to read out ‘put the cucumber in the sandwich’ or
‘butter the bread’, without information about equipment or how this needs to be completed. Ms Holmes managed
to great some great photos of this! We then learnt how instructions should be clear and precise, so our next task
was to write instructions to an alien who has just joined Rackheath Primary School.
In Science lessons, we also moved onto another area of learning - water resistance. The children learnt about upthrust, displacement and how the weight and surface area affects how likely something is going to float. On
Wednesday, the children (in pairs) made their own boats out of tinfoil and we then had a competition. Not only did
the boats have to float, but also the winning group would be the boat that was able to hold the most weights. The
children did amazingly well but a special mention has to go to Jack B and Dylan V for winning the competition. Their
tin foil boat was able to hold an impressive 1800g! Finally, it was lovely for the Year 6s to spend time with their
buddies in class on Thursday. In addition to having lots of fun, it was great to also see our class being excellent role
models to them.

Well done to Year 3 who had
100%
attendance last week

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Harriet Shaw, Henry Smith, Florence Colk
The Whole Class, Vienna Seymour, Sebastian Cates
The Whole Class, Harley, Jenson Ayres
Mya Moss, Rosa Green, Maxwell Sweatman
Nola Moll, Libby Buckingham, Darla Youngs
Honey Wright, Jessica Lines, Polly Ottolangui
Dylan Viner, Jack Brown, Ellie Royston

Have a lovely weekend.

Chris Ashman

