
 
 
 

 

 
 

Friday 25th February 2022 
 

It has been lovely to have a full school again at the start of the term with only a very few 
confirmed Covid-19 cases in the school community.  This has allowed us to go back to the systems 
we have had in place since September.  So for example the children are all back eating in the hall 
and we are holding Key Stage assemblies again.  
 

The Start of the Day 

From Monday we will aim to make sure that the school gates will be opened no later 

than 8:35am each day so that we can start each day prompt at 8:45am with everyone 

in attendance.  For safety reasons it is important that we can lock the gates again as 

soon as possible. The gates will be locked at 8:55am each day.  If you arrive at school 

later than 8:50am the children should go to the front of the school to be signed in.  
 

 

School Diary – A few parents have asked about dates for later in the year.  We will 

send out a calendar of events soon.  I can confirm that sports week will be the 

week beginning the 13th June.   
 

Governor Day – On Wednesday it is our Governor Day when our governors spend the day in 
school.  They will spend time in the classrooms, outside at break and lunchtime and be meeting 
with some of the children.  It will be great to welcome them into school, especially as for many of 
the governors it will be their first day in school.  
 

Reception Staffing 
After Easter there will be a change in the Reception team as Mrs 
Petraglia is returning from maternity leave and taking over from Mrs 
Moran.  Mrs Moran’s last day with us will be Friday 1st April.  Mrs 
Petraglia will be back in school from March 25th to give the class a 
chance to get to know her before she starts teaching the class after 
Easter.  A huge thank you to Mrs Moran for doing such a super job over 
the last year or so in Reception.  
 
Retro Alley Pop Up Shop – Retro Alley, our uniform supplier, will be in school from 3pm on 
Wednesday 2nd March.  Their pop up shop will be based in the library.  If you need uniform please 
pay a visit.  
 

World Book Day 
It is World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March.  The classes will be planning some 
exciting activities to celebrate.  The children should have brought home a World 
Book Day voucher today but we do have some spares in the office if not. 



Girl’s Football 

Before half term the girl’s football team took part in a tournament run by Norwich City at their 

venue the Nest.  The girls were in a group with 5 other schools and played 4 matches; drawing 2 and 

losing 2.  Both our drawn games ended up 1 all with both goals being scored by Ellie T.  Throughout 

the tournament all the team played with a lot of skill and spirit and showed good team work.  Well 

done to all the girls who played: Holly, Imogen, Sienna, Ellie T, Ellie R, Ava, Lily and Amy-Leigh.  

Thanks also to all the parents who gave great support 

and helped with transport as well as Mr Palmer and Ms 

Holmes who took the team on the day.  

 

I know the girls enjoyed the games and also the 

opportunity to play in the Nest’s Challenge Woods. 

What has also been great is that all the girls are now 

coming along to football club after school on a 

Tuesday.  

 
 

Parent’s Evening – Our mid-year parent’s evening took place this week.  It has been 
great to hear lots of positive feedback about how well the children are doing this year 
in class.   

 
Cluster Cross Country 

This morning the school took part in the cluster cross country at Coltishall. Altogether, there were four 
races: Year 3 & 4 girls, Year 3 & 4 boys, Year 5 & 6 girls and Year 5 & 6 boys.  In all the races all the 
children did their best and ran really well.  Harlan and Joseph won medals as they both finished second 
in their races.  Other top ten finishers were Holly T, Ellie T, Maxwell, Joe, Luke and Freddie P.  Well done 
to them and the whole team.  Our other runners in Year 3 were Millie, Mya, Kian, Ethan, Freddie C, 
Olivia and Jake.  From Year 4 we had Jasmine, Harlow, Lacey B, Finley, Austin and George.  In Year 5 we 
had Alice, Orlaith, Lacey H, Natalia, Amber and Oliver.  Year runners were Lily, Holly, Sienna, Lennon, 
Jack and Rhys.  Thanks to all the parents and staff for their excellent support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have received this thank-you video from Nelson’s Journey.  It is to thank us 

for the fundraising we did with our Rudolph Run on the last day before the 

Christmas holidays! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EA9drkFtEok 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EA9drkFtEok


 
 
 
 
 
 
Reception 
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk 
In Literacy this week we have been learning all about the ‘oo’ sound. The children worked their socks off yesterday 
writing sentences using words that contained the ‘oo’ sound. They wrote, ‘I like this cook book’, ‘I shook my foot’ 
and ‘You took my book.’ Some of the children even wrote their own sentences about Mrs Crook! Well done 
everyone you are becoming more confident at using capital letters, finger spaces and full stops.  

In maths this week we have been learning to tell the time using o’clock and half past. We have been sequencing our 
day and matching the time to these events e.g. 9 o’clock we start school and 3 o’clock we finish school. 

In topic this week we have been learning all about pirates. The children have made a treasure chest, built a pirate 
ship out of lego, looked at maps, made a pirate bracelet and designed and made a pirate ship. Today we tested them 
to see if they would float or sink.  

 
Year 1 
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk  and  jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk 
We have had a busy first week back after Half Term! We have started learning about two historical figures – Lord 
Nelson and Christopher Columbus. We made our own Lord Nelson hats and made models of Nelson’s Column. 

In English, we started looking at the book, ‘The Secret of Black Rock’. We wrote sentences about what we could see 
in the pictures and what we thought might happen. We have described and empathised with the main character. 
Our new sound this week is ‘ai’ (snail in the rain) and we have compared it to ‘ay’ (may I play) and ‘a-e’ (make a 
cake).  

In Maths, we have been counting in 2s and 5s. We are getting quite confident with 2s but still find 5s tricky! You 
could practise this at home using songs on YouTube! 
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Year 2  
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk 
It has been really lovely to have nearly all of the class back in school and to see them looking well and 
rested after the Half Term break. 

We have had a busy week as always, starting the second part of our Epic Elements topic in which we are 
learning about explorers, pirates, materials and then Easter!  We have started a new book in English called 
Clem and the Crab.  In response to our reading and discussions the children have written expanded noun 
phrases to describe the things that Clem found on the beach, continued sentences using conjunctions (if, 
or, because, when) and written instructions for keeping a pet crab! 

In maths we have revisited subtraction focusing on subtracting a one digit number by counting back and 
then subtracting a 2 digit number from a 2 digit number, either by drawing tens and ones sticks or by 
partitioning: 

57 – 24 = 33 because 50 – 20 = 30 and 7 – 4 = 3. 

The children retold the whole of the story of Jack and the Beanstalk in their last dance lesson, studied the 
work of David Hockney in art and learnt to count in Mandarin.  They have also looked at words beginning 
with a silent w (wrong, write, wrap, wriggle etc.) in our Spelling Zone lessons and found out some facts 
about Admiral Nelson before trying to sketch him.  Today the children have had their first music lesson of 
this Half Term using a BBC resource: Sun, Sea and Song! 

 

Year 3 
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk  
We have had a great first week back in Year 3! The children have come back motivated, 
ready to learn and excited to start our new topics. In maths, we have started to explore 
lengths. We spent some time on Monday getting to grips with mm’s, cm’s and m’s and 
then went on a hunt around the classroom finding and measuring objects. We then 
moved onto calculating equivalent lengths, converting mm into cm and cm into m; I was 
impressed with how quickly they all picked it up. In English, we have started a poetry unit 
and been focussing on free verse poems this week. I gave the children some time at the 
beginning of the week to read and explore poetry books and the opportunity to recite 
some to the class, which they all loved doing. We finished the week by writing our own 
free verse poems based on ‘Water’ and I encouraged the children to use poetic devices 
such as repetition, imagery and alliteration.  

The children were very excited on Tuesday to have their first ukulele lesson, during which 
they learnt some new songs, became familiar with the ukulele itself and learnt their first 
chord. We have also been using the laptops this week and started to use a new 
programme we have in school called Purple Mash. I set the children a ‘design a medal’ 
activity in honour of the GB curling team winning a gold and silver medal at the Winter 
Olympics and an internet safety quiz, which they all did extremely well. In Science, we 
have been learning about the Water Cycle and have designed our ‘water cycle in a bag’ 
which we will be checking up on next week. Have a super weekend all!   

 

Year 4 
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk  
So much has happened this week that it’s hard to believe half term was only a week ago! 
 
The class have been absolute super stars this week and we have been so impressed by their attitude.  The main focus 
of our learning has been our science topic of the water cycle.  Although some of them may like to pretend otherwise, 
the class have loved hearing me rap the water cycle song to them!  I strongly suspect the song will be stuck in their 
heads all weekend!  
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We have culminated our week by creating our own water cycle models and the class are super excited to see if they 
successfully make their own rain on Monday. 
 
Maths has been all about grid multiplication this week, which the children have loved and been particularly expert 
in.  Next week, we will be looking more at division. 
 
In English, we are exploring explanation texts.  Next week, we will be writing our own explanation texts to explain 
the process of the water cycle. 
 
Just to let you know, my email address has changed to hwatson7lrd@nsix.org.uk and I will no longer be able to 
receive emails to my old address from the 8th March. 

 
Year 5 
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk 
The children have come back after half term in a great frame of mind and 
wanting to work hard – as always.  We are into the final term of Mr 
Grimmer working with us so he will now be taking the majority of the 
teaching.  

In maths, we have started looking at measurements; in particular, we 
have been looking at mm, cm and m and focusing on how to convert 
them.  It was interesting to see some of the children measure accurately 
using a ruler!  English is the area that the children have been most 
excited about, as we have started looking at our new text that we be the 
focus of our learning for the next few weeks.  It is called ‘Floodland’ by 
Marcus Sedgwick.  We started the unit by looking at a suitcase from the main character, which contained a penknife, 
old clothes, dirty blanket, unknown tinned food, dirty water, out-of-date vitamins, a compass and a worn and torn 
map of East Anglia.  From these items, the children made predictions of what they thought the book would be about.  
Ask the children what we have learnt / read so far! 

In history, the children started to learn about the life of Tutankhamun and they then began to imagine what they 
would do if they became a Pharaoh at the age of 9 – most children wanted to reduce the number of school days!! In 
Geography, we continued to look at the features of a river, in particular, the middle course of a river.  I need to make 
a special mention of Orlaith as every week she has created a new rap linked to the topics that we have been covering 
and they have been fantastic!  How she can create a rap about erosion and make it interesting is a special skill!  

Finally, it is with great sadness that we said goodbye to Jaydn today as he is moving to his new school.  We were all 
very upset as he is such a brilliant character in the classroom – we wish you all the best Jaydn.  

 
Year 6  
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk 
The Year 6s have started the new half term extremely well and have continued to focus and persevere in all lessons. 
At the beginning of the week, the children learnt about formulae in Maths before moving onto converting units of 
measurements.  This mainly involved metric measures where they had to calculate equivalent amounts using mm, 
cm, m and km or g and kg.  In addition to this, we recapped a variety of reasoning and arithmetic questions and I was 
amazed at how much information the children had retained from last half term.  In Literacy, the children learnt 
about the key features of biographies – which will be the main unit of work for next week too.  We started by 
identifying the key features of biographies and the children were quick to highlight evidence that biographies are 
often written using formal vocabulary as well as being in chronological order, the third person and mainly in the past 
tense.  They then planned a biography (and began writing one) about the life of Howard Carter – the British 
archaeologist who discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun.  In a series of Science lessons, we have continued to learn 
about light and refraction, before moving onto identifying the features of the eye.  Similar to the end of last half 
term, the children also had fun in Computing lessons where they got to try a variety of challenges and games on 
Purple Mash.  Mr Palmer also praised the children’s work rate and encouragement in both P.E lessons this week.  I 
hope you all have a fantastic weekend. Well done Year 6! 
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Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children 
who got their certificates in assembly today. 
 

 STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS 
Reception Leo Smith, Finley Sturman, Leighrye Fletcher 

Year 1 Jack Addison-Bush, Teddy Lamb, Henry Topley 

Year 2 Nathan Brink, Vinnie Johns, Cara Rayner 

Year 3 Hallie Smith, Ellie Fletcher, Honey Allard 

Year 4 Tallulah Hewitt, Olive Campion, Lexi-Louise 

Year 5 Cairo Nixon, Amber Houston, Isabel Jefferson 

Year 6 Ollie Brett, Ava Woodcock, Harry Spaul 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Chris Ashman 

Well done to Year 3 who had the 

best attendance in the week before 

half term  


