Friday 11th January 2022

It has been another half term which has been heavily impacted by Covid with over 80
confirmed Covid cases amongst children and staff during the course of the last 5 weeks,
not to mention all the cases within families. Despite that it has been a busy and
productive half term.
Thankfully we have been able to keep routines as normal as possible for the children.
Once again the children have responded brilliantly to the challenges and changes the
half term has brought. Thank you to all the staff for their incredible work and to all of you
for your support.

New Governors
We had an excellent response from parents keen to join the
governing body of the school. We did not need to hold an election so
I very pleased to welcome 3 new parent governors. Mrs Tonya Colk
and Mrs Elizabeth Morgan who have children in the school and Mrs
Sophie Crane who has a child in Bombers. In addition we also
welcome Mrs Kim Yates as a Community Governor.
Bikeability
Throughout the week a group of Year 5 and 6 children have been completing their bikeability
training. The group started on the playground, moved to quiet roads and finished by cycling on
busy roads. Both the bikeability instructors were very impressed by the effort and attitude of the
children. Well done Logan, Fred, Deanna, Alice, Cairo, Elsie, Oliver, Katy,
Lila, Olivia, Jessica, Polly, Honey and Yuan from Year 5 and to Rhys and
Dylan from Year 6. Thanks to Mrs Hill for going out to help on Thursday.
Amazing Homework – Over the week it’s been lovely to see some of the fantastic homework
projects around the school. There have been some amazing pyramids in Year 5 and 6 and
incredible volcanoes in Year 3 and 4. As an added bonus there have been some very tasty
volcano cakes – yum!

Safer Internet Day - Tuesday 8th February 2022
Safer Internet Day inspires a national conversation about using technology responsibly,
respectfully, critically, and creatively. This week all of the classes have been looking at how to be
safe when using the internet. There are some really good resources on the BBC website for
parents, to help with keeping children safe when using the internet at home.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7j496f

Girls Football – Today the girl’s team went to ‘The Nest’ to take part in
Norwich City’s 6-a- side tournament which should be a lot of fun. We are
also taking part in the equivalent tournament for the boys in March. A
report about the tournament will be in the next letter.

RE Visitors
On Monday Year 3 to 6 were visited by Todd and Marsha who taught the children
about their Jewish faith. All 4 classes enjoyed their sessions and learnt new things
about the Jewish religion.

SATS Briefing for Year 6 parents - it was great to see lots of Year 6 parents at the SATS
briefing on Tuesday. The information sheets linked to the meeting have been sent home
as a paper copy as well as electronically.
Cluster Cross Country – We are looking forward to the re-arranged
Cluster Cross Country which is on Friday 25th February.

Rugby – After half term North Walsham Rugby Club coaches will be taking PE lessons
alongside Mr Palmer for the Year 5 and 6 children. Later in the term some of the children
will represent the school at a touch rugby festival at North Walsham Rugby Club.

Parent’s Evening
Our mid-year parent’s evening will again take place on Zoom during
the week of the 21st February. You can sign up for an appointment via
the link on SchoolPing.

Bombers
Bombers@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
Hello to all our families from all at ‘Bombers’.
Can’t believe we are now finishing for half term. Christmas already seems such a long time ago!
The children have been having such a fun time. We have been focusing on some counting of objects and numeral
recognition with a variety of games, puzzles,
Stencils, number rhymes and taking opportunities at snack and ‘circle’ time. We have also explored our feelings with
our ‘emotion’ board and encouraging sharing and being kind to each other.
We are making sure we have our ‘phones’ indoors and out to nurture communication and we have some new
‘talking tubes’ to have on the fence outside.

The children really enjoyed learning about Chinese New Year and the year of the Tiger was celebrated around ‘The
Tiger That Came for Tea’ story.
We had a big tiger floor puzzle, a café, A Tiger story sack and the children worked together on a large ‘Tiger’ collage
as well as making individual tigers using stencils.
They also had Chinese writing to look at and watched a video as well as trying prawn crackers and noodles.
We have finished the week talking about Valentine’s Day and decorating heart shapes with flower petals and
listening to ‘Cinderella’ story.
The children listened beautifully and were very good at recalling what happened.
We wish everyone a happy and hopefully healthy half term break.

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk
Happy half term everyone. We hope you enjoy your week off and have lots of fun with your family and friends,
This week in Literacy we have been learning the ‘oo’ sound. The children have been reading the words spoon, food,
zoo, moon, too and pool. Maybe you would like to encourage your child to write these words at home. You could
call out the word and they could write it down. We would love to see any of your writing on Tapestry.
In maths we have been focusing on subtraction. The children have used the words subtract, take-away, minus, less
and equals. The children have experienced many different practical activities to help them to understand what
subtraction is all about. For example, using playdough sea creatures the children took a number card and chose that
amount of sea creatures. Then they choose another number card and took that many sea creatures away. Perhaps
you may like to follow up some subtraction activities during half term.
In topic this week we have been reading Commotion in the Ocean. We have enjoyed reading this book and thinking
about all the adjectives that the author has used to describe the sea creatures. Today the children mixed the paints
to create different colours and shades.

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
Year 1 have really enjoyed learning about the Winter Olympics 2022 this week. We looked at where Beijing and
China are and found out about what it is like to live there. We made a flag of China and coloured pictures of the
different sports. We watched clips of the competition on BBC iPlayer.
In English, we have continued with The Storm Whale. We tried to empathise with Noi when he discovered the
whale, and found out interesting facts about whales. We wrote our own poems, either about a storm, or the calm
beach after the storm. In Phonics, we learnt the new sound ‘ow’ (brown cow) and compared it to the ‘ou’ (shout it
out) sound we already know.
In Maths, we have been looking at tens and ones in numbers to 50 and beyond. We have been looking at less than,
greater than and equal to and we have been putting numbers in order.
We had great fun with our visitors Marsha and Todd on Monday morning. They shared stories about their Jewish
faith with us, and we looked closely at The Passover. We tried Matzos bread (which the children loved) and parsley
dipped in salt water (which they didn’t like so much!). We also tried lettuce dipped in charoset, and grape juice. We
found out so much, and listened beautifully – well done Year 1!

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
It has been lovely this week to welcome back lots of the class and to have nearly everyone here most days.
We have taken things just a little slower as most of the children returning from
having Covid have been very tired. Nevertheless, there has been lots of good learning
especially in English where the children have written the story of The Storm Whale in
Winter in first person, as if they were the main character, Noi. In order to do this,
they had to remember the events of the story in order and consider how Noi might
be feeling at each point. The children have produced some fabulous writing really
thinking about their punctuation, the words that they use to start sentences and
appropriate adjectives.
In maths we have looked at data handling, specifically learning about tally charts and
pictograms. Although this has been an aspect of maths which they were unfamiliar
with they have quickly grasped how to record and interpret information presented as
tallies and pictograms.
The children enjoyed printing with celery in art and adding a little more to
their dance routine focusing on the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. We had a
thoughtful and serious discussion about keeping ourselves safe on the internet
yesterday. I am sure that your son/daughter would benefit from chatting this
through with you too.
The highlight of the week, for those children who were here on Monday was
our visit from Todd and Marsha who shared with us how they celebrate
Shabbat. They created a Shabbat table, the children tried grape juice and
challah bread, sang songs and listened to prayers in Hebrew. We had a
wonderful time.

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
What an incredibly busy but brilliant final week of the half term we have had in Year 3, the children have done so
much, from erupting their volcanoes to finishing their art sculptures! On Monday, we had the lovely Todd and
Marsha come and visit us to teach us about their Jewish faith and to introduce us to some of the special items of
clothing they wear. On Wednesday, I asked the children to bring in their volcano homework and my goodness-they
did not disappoint! We had over 20 volcano models brought in, each that we were able to take outside on to the
playground and watch erupt (thank you to all the grownups for their help with this as well!). Finally, we finished the
week off by building our kinetic art sculptures, which look fantastic!
In English, we spent a lesson learning how to edit and improve our writing. The children did a great job at looking
back through their work, checking for any mistakes they had made and learning how to make their work even better.
They then wrote them up in their neatest handwriting so that we could make them into a book to keep on our class
bookshelf. In Maths, we have been learning how to divide on an empty number line and I the children have really
impressed me by how quickly they have been able to pick this up. All of their practice on times tables at home has
certainly paid off!
Have a super half term all! Miss Hornagold 

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
Wow, Year 4! We made it! It has been such an amazing half term and I am so proud of you for all of your amazing
work, progress and silly moments we have had this term.
There have been two highlights for me this week. Firstly, the incredible homework share we had yesterday where
we erupted all of your amazing homemade volcanoes. We made the playground look like the ring of fire! Not only
were your models spectacular but the moment where Lexi’s eruption hit me in the face was in your words, ‘the
funniest thing that’s happened all year!’
On top of that, today you have written the most amazing pieces of story. Lots of you have said to me that this was
your best piece of writing ever! I love those moments when you are all united in your success, feeling amazing about
your progress and so determined to improve. It was so special!
Mrs Brown has asked me to let you know that next half term, guitars will be on Wednesdays. PE will still be on
Thursday with Mrs Pulford.
I really hope you all have an amazing half term, rest up, relax and enjoy yourselves. You have really earnt it!

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
It has been an unusual end to the half term as we have had lots of children out on Bikeability! The children that have
been out have been incredibly well behaved, with the two instructors commenting on how well-mannered and
polite they have been. Well done all of the children involved as I know it was rather chilly out there at times but you
never complained!
In maths this week we have been looking at how to work out the area of a shape. We finished the week with an
investigation and we found out that when shapes have the same perimeter, they could have different areas! Some
of the class took a while to understand this!
In literacy we have now finished our book – ‘There’s a boy in the girls’ bathroom’. We have finished the book by
writing a letter as one of the characters to explain what we have been up to since the end of the book. One of the
main aspects of our writing has been on the use of a relative clause – a phrase that gives more information about a
noun.
In topic, we have continued to learn about the features found in the
upper course of a river and how they are formed – Orlaith helped us
with this with drama! In science, we have looked at reflection and
thought about how we see ourselves in a mirror. We used two webbased games to help us with this although it got a little competitive
in class once Mrs Howes started playing!
Internet safety has also played a big part of our learning this week.
We have looked at how to create a strong password; how we should
behave in group chats; what is acceptable to share and how to look
out for unusual links. Try asking your child why Sme!!yBanana3 is a
good password!

Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
What an amazing half term it has been in Year 6! Every child should be incredibly proud of the progress they have
made and it has been great to see them eagerly completing a range of challenges – especially when it’s linked to a
new topic. In Maths activities, we finished our fractions to decimals unit and then moved onto algebra. We began by
looking at shapes with missing values and the children had to calculate what each shape is worth as a number. In the
last two days, we looked at algebra questions where numbers were replaced by letters. In Literacy, we completed a
creative piece of writing (linked to a picture) where the children had to correctly use a wide variety of punctuation –
including semi-colons, brackets, inverted commas, ellipses, exclamation marks and question marks. Later on in the
week, we had two grammar activities, which focused on ambiguity and modal verbs. For internet safety day, we
discussed how to keep safe online and the children did brilliantly when taking part in a quiz linked to what we had
learnt. In Science lessons, the children learnt about light and were able to retain key words such as refraction,
translucent, transparent and opaque. We also had lots of fun wearing refraction glasses – as seen in the photo! For
the last part of Thursday afternoon, the children used Purple Mash for the first time – a new computing platform
that the school has signed up to. They had lots of fun exploring the site and finding lots of engaging activities. Finally,
on Friday, we had a film afternoon with popcorn and biscuits as a reward for all of the children’s hard work. Have a
lovely half term everyone!

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Emma Nash, Ben Tomsett, Mia Payne
Jacob Parish, Stanley Purton, Henry Topley
William Chandler, Joey Fairweather, Jack Nobbs
Freddie Colk, Dolcie Pennycook, Rosa Green
All of Year 4, Austin Wigley, Connor Bush
Amber Houston, Jessica Clarke, Jack Fleetwood
Joe Barrett, All of Year 6, Emelia Nixon

Have a lovely half term. See you all on Monday 21st February.

Chris Ashman

