Friday 28th January 2022
As the week has gone on the school has increasingly felt like it is returning to normal. We
have had far fewer new Covid cases and many of the children who were off last week
have been able to return to the classroom. Most importantly of all, as I understand at the
moment, (and hope it remains the case) although some children and staff felt quite
unwell everyone is okay.
As it stands from Monday we will go back to the normal routines we have had in place
since September. We will re-start key stage assemblies, the children will all eat in the hall,
indoor clubs will resume as will tuck shop and the salad bar will be back at lunchtimes.

Horstead – Year 4 had a lovely two days at Horstead last week. You can find their report
about their time at Horstead later in this letter. This Thursday and Friday it is the turn of
Year 3. As I write this I am very much looking forward to another Horstead adventure in
the company of Year 3.

Governor Elections
In light of the Covid outbreak in school over the last couple of weeks we
have decided to extend the deadline for nominations to join the school
governing body by a week to Thursday 3rd February. Should you have
any questions about the role or would like to learn more about what
being a governor entails please do talk to either myself or Darren Murley,
our Chair of Governors.
I can be contacted by email on head@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk or by phone (01603 720098)
or you can catch up with me for a chat at the start or end of the day. Darren can be
contacted on chairofgov@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk. It would be great to have some new
parents join our governors and take on this important and rewarding role.

Parent’s Evening – Our mid-year parent’s evening will again take
place on Zoom during the week of the 21st February. Next week we will
send a School Ping which will include a timetable for you to book a
time.

SATS Briefing for Year 6 parents - After a break of two years the year 6 Standard Assessment Tests
(SATS) have been re-introduced for this academic year. With SATS week running from Monday 9th May
to Thursday 12th May. Mr Edwards and I will be holding a meeting for parents on Tuesday 8th February
at 6pm via Zoom. Zoom details were sent in a Ping earlier in the week. The Meeting will cover:
-

What SATs are all about - the timetable for the week
Differences for this year compared to previous years
How results are reported to parents
How we prepare the children in school
How you can help at home - what will happen after SATs

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk
We’ve had another interesting week here in Reception with a small class again. We do hope everyone will feel
better soon.
In Literacy we have been learning the igh sound. We have been reading and writing the words high, light, fright,
bright, might and night. We have been writing sentences using capital letters, full stops and finger spaces. On Friday
the children have been introduced to the capital letters G,H and I.
In maths this week we have been learning to add. We have used the words add, plus, more and equals. We have
had fun exploring lots of different practical addition activities.
In topic we have continued to read Billy’s Bucket. This week we have made an octopus using Cheerios, made a boat
out of recycled materials, made sea sounds using the musical instruments, mixed white and black to make the colour
grey and made a collage of a whale.
Well done Reception class you have
worked so hard this week.

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
In Year 1 this week, we have been learning about environmental issues that affect our planet. We re-used plastic
bottles to make ‘bottle fish’ with messages about how we can help to look after our world.
In Phonics, we have learnt the new sound ‘ur’ (nurse with a purse) and compared it to the ‘ir’ (whirl and twirl) sound
we already know. We have been looking at grammar and punctuation in English this week. We are beginning to use
question marks in our writing, and looked at adding ‘-ing’ and ‘-un’ to root words.
We have been subtracting in Maths this week, using a variety of methods. We really enjoyed using the Empty
Number Line again, but this time hopping back. In our class, we really love this strategy!

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
It’s been another week of excellent learning in Year 2. The children have all worked hard and were very happy to
welcome Mrs Bird back yesterday.
In maths the children have learnt to divide by sharing equally, they have experimented with cubes to work things out
such as can 12 objects be shared equally between 2, 3, 4 or 5 people. We have also practised our counting
backwards from 100, counting in 2s and counting in tens from any number.
In English we have had a skills week in which we have written sentences correctly using there is and there are, joined
sentences using and, but and or, and also written expanded noun phrases using adjectives, e.g. the grumpy, magical
witch put a spell on me and turned me into a slimy, green frog.
We have had two topic work lessons in which we have learnt about the characteristics of mammals, birds, fish,
reptiles, amphibians and insects. In RE we have learnt about how Jewish people prepare for and celebrate Shabbat
and in art we looked at the work of Claude Monet and created pastel pictures.
The children have also had their guided reading and paired reading sessions as well as a PE lesson with Mr Palmer.

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
It has been wonderful to be back in school this week, seeing all the children’s smiling faces and getting back into the
swing of things!
It has been an incredibly busy week in Year 3, with all of the learning we have been doing, plus our trip to Horstead.
At the beginning of the week, we did lots of work on related calculation in maths, using our times table knowledge to
work out lots of different sums (for example, if we know 4 x 5 = 20, we know 4 x 50 = 200). We have also been doing
some work on possessive apostrophes in English and will continue to do this throughout the year, as it is a very tricky
concept to grasp. On Wednesday, we completed our ‘Design an Earthquake Proof Building’ DT project and had lots
of fun, planning, creating and testing our models! It was great to see all of the children working in pairs and being so
proud of the models they created. We finished the week by having two fantastic days at Horstead. The children
have been amazing and loved being outside doing lots of new and exciting things. Next week, I will ask some of the
children to write a report about our trip and put some pictures in the newsletter.

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
This week, Year 4 have been reflecting on their amazing time at Horstead. We have chatted about how all their
nerves were resolved by the amazing time they had- they now do fully believe me when I say, ‘no one ever says ‘I
wish I hadn’t gone to Horstead!’
The children have been writing extended pieces of work, explaining everything next year’s group of children need to
know before they go to Horstead!
This is a mixture of lots of different work from different children. Sorry if your work didn’t get chosen!
What is the Horstead Centre?
“The Horstead Centre in a large house located in the beautiful village of Horstead. It is a residential centre which
means you can stay overnight in one of the amazing rooms.” – Lexi-Louise
“The instructors are the kindest people in the world. No matter what the weather is, they will still look after us!” –
George Hogarth
Food
“At the Horstead Centre, they produce wonderful food. You can choose the things you would like, they don’t force you
to eat it! There are vegetarian options. At lunch and break, you can decide your own delicious food choices. Year 4
had jacket potatoes, cheese, beans and sausages. On the second day, we had Bolognese. It was lovely!” - Holly
Trabelsi

Wild Camp Cooking
“Beside the woods, you go looking for sticky weed and nettles to make tea. Then we made bead over a fire. We also
got to make popcorn!” - Harlow Baker

Village Trail
“In the afternoon, you will go on a village trail. We had to wear high-vis jackets. We also took a clipboard with a map
of Horstead. You have to find all different places and answer questions about them.” – Trinity Beck
The Tower
“At the tower, you have a choice of climbing walls. When you are at the top you can go on a zip line. Then they lower
you down.” – Reid Sheldon-Smillie

Jacob’s Ladder
“Next to the wild camp cooking area, there is Jacob’s ladder. It looks like lots of
wood logs put all together and they get wider apart to make it harder. Because
of the height, you might be scared but that is ok. You should not be scared
because it’s so fun!” - Isabelle Avery

In conclusion
“I promise that you will love the Horstead Centre. Whatever the teachers say, it’s all true! I promise you will Love it
and you won’t regret going!” – Tommee Watts
“Please don’t worry about Horstead because the teachers and friends will be there for you. The instructors are also
there for you if you need them! Have fun!” – Isabel Chilvers

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
We have been getting back to normal numbers in year 5 and it has been great to see everyone. I want to start by
saying how hard working the entire class have been!! Yes, they have been noisy – but they have all really impressed
us this week. It made the Star, Angel and Diamond selection very tricky.
In maths, we have finished off our angles work by investigating circles and by trying to draw accurate shapes. We
have then moved onto looking at % and what it means. We finished the week by trying to find 50%, 25% and 75% of
different numbers.
In English, we are coming towards the end of ‘There’s a boy in the girls’ bathroom’ book and it is safe to say that the
class have loved it! When I was reading at one point, they gave out a collective gasp of disappointment when the
main character made a bad decision. It just shows how powerful a book can be! The children are now in groups and
are writing a play script based on part of the story, which will be performed next week.
In topic this week, we have been looking at how rivers start and what features we may see in the upper course. To
help visualise this, I took the class outside to model how rivers form. We also looked at how different surfaces of the
land are affected by rainwater and linked this to flooding of our school playground and of the local area.

Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
This week has been a very busy one in Year 6 and it feels like so many activities have been completed! Firstly, in
Maths, we have continued our learning of multiplying and dividing decimals by integers and from Wednesday,
moved onto calculating fractions as decimals. Each morning (during registration) the children have also tackled a
variety of Maths related puzzles and problems as well as some test questions.
In Literacy, linking to our class book ‘Floodland,’ the Year 6s planned a letter (consisting of a balanced argument) to
offer Zoe, the main character, advice about whether she should stay on the current island, or risk travelling to the
next one in hope to find her parents. Towards the end of the week, the children learnt about coordinating and
subordinating conjunctions and used their knowledge to produce creative sentences. In Topic lessons, we designed
an Ancient Egyptian menu and then learnt about several important Pharaohs during this period. Once the children
researched each one, they were then able to put them into chronological order on a timeline. In recent weeks, I’ve
also been very impressed by the children’s focus and progress in Ukulele lessons. Well done Year 6!

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Rosie Webb, Landon Youngs, William Lines
Tylor Marchant, Ava Genery, Louis Rynn
Millie Marchant, Nicky Lukaszewicz, Emily Smith
All of Year 3
Cody Ketland, Isabel Chilvers, George Hogarth
Isabel Jefferson, Jaydn Turner-Morris, Ben Newson
Rhys Davison, Lennon Baker, Imogen Rump

Have a lovely weekend.

Chris Ashman

