Friday 17th December 2021
It has been a lovely Christmas themed week in school. The week started and finished with visits from
Santa. In between we have had six fantastic Nativity performances, a Carol Concert, Christmas Lunch,
Christmas Jumper Day, The Rudolph Run and a virtual panto!

The children at Rackheath have once again been amazing this term! It has been a really busy and
exciting term culminating in a fantastic last few weeks of Christmas events. By the last few weeks of a
long term lots of them were feeling tired or a bit under the weather and yet they remain enthusiastic,
keen to learn, motivated and impeccably behaved. It is a real privilege to come to school and work with
them every day.
I would also like to take the opportunity to thank the staff. They are a fantastic team who work hard
every day to make sure our school is a happy place where learning is fun and children make good
progress. I’m sure you agree that the children at Rackheath enjoy lots of rich opportunities and
memorable experiences during a term.
Finally I want to thank all of you for the support you give the school and its events. It makes such a
difference to have such an active and supportive community. A lot of you are also active in the FORS,
the school governors and in other ways. The voluntary effort you all put in makes a real difference.
Thank you!
Today we said goodbye to Ilias and Ionna-Marie from our Reception Class. We will miss them but wish
them well in their new school!
Staff News – Today we say goodbye to Mrs Culling who is leaving her Teaching
Assistant role today. In the years she has worked at the school Mrs Culling has
been a midday supervisor, class teaching assistant and a 1:1 and has been a
kind, dedicated and valuable member of the staff team. We will miss her –
although she has kindly offered to come in and cover in school when needed
which is great news!
After Christmas we are pleased to let you know that Miss Farrow will be returning to school to
spend the Spring Term in Year 1 as part of her teacher training and we welcome Mrs Tunmore will
be joining us to replace Mrs Culling

Christmas Performances - I was lucky enough to spend quite a bit of last week watching the
Reception and Year 1 and 2 performances. All the performances were fantastic and very
entertaining! The children sang, danced and acted superbly. They all had a lovely time and I
know the audience loved the opportunity to watch the performances too.

KS2 Christmas Carols – It was a magical evening on Wednesday when the school were joined by
the Salvation Army for a lovely evening of Christmas Carols. We were blessed with quite a mild
night which certainly helped. It was amazing to have so many members of the community join us in
our celebrations. There are lots of people to thank including the Salvation Army for providing a
fantastic musical backing, the FORS for providing drinks and snacks, Brian Gardner for organising
the lights and all of you who helped raise an amazing £212.00.

Christmas Dinner – The children and staff enjoyed a
lovely Christmas Dinner on Thursday cooked by our
fantastic chefs from VERTAS, Shane and Odette. There
was a lovely festive atmosphere in the hall as the staff
took it in turns to serve the children. All told over 200
children and staff enjoyed a high quality lunch.

National Lions Competition Winners
We were very excited to hear this week that two of our children had won
an award in the national Lions Roar 8 Billion Ideas competition. Out of all
the hundreds of schools that entered Natalia Lukaszewicz and Jessica
Clarke won the Best Model Award. What a super achievement. Well
done to both of you and all the other children in the class that took part.

Rudolph Run
The children all enjoyed their Rudolph Run today
and thanks to your kind donations we raised:
£103.00 for Nelson’s journey.

Bombers
bombers@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
Bombers - We have had a busy and fun time this last half term. Can't believe we are now on countdown to
Christmas. The garden overhaul has been welcomed by the children especially the new sand digging area.
The children have been busy making firework pictures and 'rockets'. We discussed keeping safe with fireworks and
thinking about our pets needing to be indoors.
The children made a lovely group 'Poppy' collage to celebrate Remembrance Day which they worked on together
very co-operatively.
We celebrated Children In Need by coming to play in our pyjamas and making Pudsey masks, spotty sticker pictures,
icing biscuits and colouring in Pudsey pictures.
We have also been looking at the changing leaves for autumn. Identifying the lovely colours of red, yellow, orange
and pink. Also talking about the different sizes and textures.
There has been lots of Xmas activities out over the last couple of weeks. Christmas puzzles, games, songs, and
various crafts. Also we had this last week as 'Xmas jumper' week. We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy
and safe New Year. We are back Thursday 6th January.

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk
Happy Christmas to you all and a very special New Year. We hope you all enjoy a wonderful Christmas time
together. This week has been Christmas, Christmas, Christmas. The children thoroughly enjoyed presenting our
Nativity on Monday and Tuesday to you all. Thank you for coming to support and cheer the children on.
Throughout the week the children have been involved in making and creating lots of different Christmas activities
from making party hats, baby Jesus in a manger and decorating biscuits. Yesterday we celebrated by having our
Christmas lunch. Everyone looked wonderful in their Christmas jumpers. We’ve had so much fun this week and
we’re feeling really festive. Take care and see you all next year. We would also like to take this opportunity to say a
very big THANK YOU for all your very kind and thoughtful presents.

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
This week, Year 1 have been amazing! They were absolute superstars at four, yes four, performances of their
Christmas play! We were so impressed with their confidence, their behaviour, and most importantly, how much they
all enjoyed it. Well done Year 1!
We finished making our Christmas cards, finished our Christmas baking and finished making our reindeer food. We
did lots of other Christmas arts and crafts throughout the week, and enjoyed watching some Christmassy DVDs! We
had fun at our Christmas dinner and on Christmas Jumper Day. We loved our Christmas party this afternoon, and our
visit from Father Christmas. A huge thank you to the FORS for our generous gifts and party food. We all had fun (and
looked fab!) on our Rudolph Run today. Many thanks for your donations to Nelson’s Journey.
To calm ourselves throughout all this excitement we have been enjoying Cosmic Kids yoga. We have also been
Shaking the Tree every afternoon.
Thank you so much for all your kind Christmas gifts – we really appreciate it. Enjoy your Christmas holidays; get lots
of rest and have lots of snuggles under blankets. Keep reading and we will see you all in January!

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
What a fabulous last week of term we have had in Year 2. The children have had four performances of their Nativity
Production with a live audience. They were amazing, remembering all of their lines, looking absolutely gorgeous and
singing beautifully. We are incredibly proud of them.
It has been a busy week of Christmas fun and activity. The children have finished their cards, enjoyed making
Christmas table decorations, finished their nativity story books, eaten Christmas dinner, worn Christmas jumpers,
joined in with a hilarious virtual Panto, listened to and read Christmas stories, shaken the tree to Christmas music
and generally had lots of fun.
Today they have finished creating their reindeer headdress and joined in with a Reindeer run. Many thanks for your
kind donations to Nelson’s Journey. This afternoon we have enjoyed party food and films as well as a visit from
Santa. A huge thank you to the FORs for our class Christmas presents.
A huge thank you to all of you too for your ongoing support of your children’s learning and for the kindness and
appreciation, which you show us as the adults who work with your children. A particular thank you for your
incredibly kind, thoughtful and generous Christmas gifts.
Have a wonderful holiday with lots of fun and laughter, chocolate, Christmas films and cuddles. Keep up with the
reading and we will see you in January.

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
Year 3 have had a super busy, Christmassy week! They have been doing some Christmas maths, making lovely cards
and making our beautiful material wreaths. The children really enjoyed practising songs for the carol concert and
loved watching the Virtual Panto yesterday afternoon, after our big Christmas dinner! Today finished with a surprise
visit from Father Christmas who brought us some exciting new games.
I hope you all have an amazing Christmas and take the time to relax, rest and spent some quality time together with
your family and friends. Merry Christmas! xx

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
Wow - Year 4, we made it!
Congratulations on finishing your first ever term as a Year 4, I hope you are feeling incredibly proud of yourselves! I
know you have all been bouncing with excitement this week but you haven’t let that get in your way of being kind,
festive and fun to be around. I absolutely loved wreath making with you on Monday, your finished pieces were
spectacular. I hope you have them hanging somewhere very special!
You have been incredibly busy with lots of lovely art work this week. I know you’ve been feeling tired so some
wellbeing activities involving art was exactly what we all needed!
Well done for your amazing effort with your homework and times tables this week! I have loved cheering every
single one of you who has earnt a new times table certificate this week!
I hope you all have a wonderful, restful, safe and festive holiday. Merry Christmas Team!

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
I can’t believe we are at the end of the first term – it seems to have flown by!
It has been an unstructured week for us in year 5, with a focus on maths and art. We started the week with a maths
test and a piece of assessed writing…boooo! But after we got that out of the way we quickly moved on to some
more fun activities. In maths the children have been using algebra to try and find the price of different gifts, and
they have used multiples to try and get out of a Christmas maze! For our art we have been making a selection of
Christmas cards as you can see from the photos below. We also used chalk to create a snow scene. On Wednesday,
we had an epic end of term Christmas quiz with the ‘DREAM TEAM’ (Olivia and Maisie) coming out as champions
with a very respectable score of 38/52.
We also found out this week that Natalia and Jess’ model for the 8billion Ideas project that we took part in was
awarded with best Model in the nationwide competition. A massive well done to them both!
Finally, we finished the week with our Reading Raffle draw. For every extra time the children have read this term
they have been given a raffle ticket; the more they read the more tickets they would have in the draw! The winners
were: Olivia, Polly, Jess L, Orlaith, Lila, Natalia, Oliver D, Maisie, Elsie, Lucca, Yuan, and Archie. Who will win next
term?
Thank you for all of your support this term – the reading journals and homework have been brilliant to look through
and have really made a massive difference in class.
Finally, I want to say a big thank you for my amazing Christmas gifts - the alcohol will keep me going for some time!
Merry Christmas to you all…and a happy New Year.

Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
What an amazing term it has been! Ms Holmes and I would like to say a massive thank you
to all of the children for being kind and caring and for working incredibly hard. They
should be very proud of the impressive progress they have made. In Maths this week, we
continued with our learning of multiplying fractions and moved onto dividing fractions. In
Literacy, we completed our guided reading topic linked to WW2 where the children
demonstrated an excellent understanding of how to answer a variety of question types.
Just some of them included: fact-retrieval, author’s purpose, inference, self-opinion and
structure and layout. We also completed some creative writing before investigating
adverbs that do not end in ‘ly’ and how to use them correctly in our work. In Topic
lessons, we had further work linked to the B24 Liberator and found out a wide range of
facts linked to The Blitz. Wednesday was lots of fun in class as we made Christmas wreaths (which looked amazing)
and then used block coding to operate ‘Spheros’. Spheros are spherical robots that
can move 360 degrees as well as change colour, show messages and are voice
activated too. They had a brilliant time using them for the first time and were quickly
able to manoeuvre them around the classroom! On Thursday, we had our Christmas
Carol Concert where the children sang brilliantly and this definitely got us all into the
Christmas spirit! On the topic of Christmas, Year 6 also completed some winter
artwork with pastels, made paper gingerbread houses, and created some further
decorations. It was lovely to see them all having fun throughout our Christmas dinner
too. Lastly, on Friday, we had our Rudolph Run (with Reception) in the morning,
followed by a movie afternoon eating snacks! I hope you all have a wonderful
Christmas and I shall see you on Thursday 6th January. Well done Year 6!

Well done to Year 1 who had
97%
attendance last week
Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Eliora Martell, Kory Murphy, Whole of Year Reception
Whole of Year 1, Sidney Scarfe, Parker Ward
Whole of Year 2
Whole of Year 3, Maisie Finch, Kayden Dent
Austin Wigley, Lacey Hudson, Whole of Year 4
Whole of Year 5, Mrs Crook, Mrs Howes
Whole of Year 6, Xane Brister, Josie Solomon

On behalf of all the staff I wish you all a lovely Christmas and Happy New Year.
We will see you all on Thursday 6th January for the start of the Spring term.

Chris Ashman

