Friday 10th December 2021

The hall has been a very busy place this week. Most of the time Reception, Year 1 and 2
have been rehearsing hard for their nativities. In between KS2 classes have been
presenting their work to each other and we have had an assembly from the Salvation
Army linked to the amazing Christmas Present donations you have made.
Presentation Of Learning in Key Stage 2 – This week the children from Year 3 to 6 became teachers as
they presented their work and shared what they have learnt with each other. On Wednesday Year 3 and
5 paired up to present their work to each other and today Year 4 and 6 did the same. I was lucky enough
to be there on Wednesday and was very impressed with the knowledge the children had acquired and
with the way they presented and shared their learning. They have clearly taken in and remembered a lot
of their learning from this term.
Salvation Army Christmas Present Appeal – “A massive thank you for all your amazing

donations of gifts for the Salvation Army appeal. There were so many presents, your
generosity was out of this world. Members of the Salvation Army came in on Thursday to
tell the children all about the cause and how so many children would be delighted to be
able to open up a present on Christmas morning. Thank you to the School Council for
organising”.
Mrs Goddard

A reminder that after school club will finish at 4:30pm on Friday 17th
December. Parents of children booked in for that day were sent a
SchoolPing earlier in the week.
Christmas Dinner – This is on Thursday 16th December and it is always a lovely
occasion. We are going to have two sittings with Key Stage 2 staff serving the
Reception and Key Stage 1 children and staff before Reception and Key Stage 1
staff serve the older children and their teachers. A School Ping was sent out
earlier in the term with a sign up form for Christmas Dinner. Children eating a
packed lunch will still eat in the hall with the other children. On Thursday 16 th it
is also wear a Christmas jumper to school day as well as the Virtual Panto!

Nativity Plans – We are nearly there! Next week it’s Nativity Time for Reception, Year 1 and 2!
Morning performances will start at 10 am whilst performances in the afternoon will start at 1:45.
The gates will open 5-10 minutes before the performance starts to allow the audience to be ready
for the performance. Please remember to bring your tickets and wear a face mask
when attending the performances unless you have an exemption. We would ask
that you take a lateral flow test before attending and do not attend if you feel
unwell.
Date and time of day
Monday 13th 10am
Monday 13th 1:45pm
Tuesday 14th 10am
Tuesday 14th 1:45 pm
Wednesday 15th 10am
Wednesday 15th 1:45pm

Performance
Year 1 and 2
Reception
Year 1 and 2
Reception
Year 1 and 2
Year 1 and 2

Audience
Half of year 1 parents
Half of Reception parents
Half of year 2 parents
Half of Reception parents
Half of year 1 parents
Half of year 2 parents

A separate letter was sent out last week on School Ping detailing our policy and rules about
photography and videoing during the performance. The key message from that letter being:

We are happy for parents to film the event, perhaps for a family member who can’t be there
(this is especially true this year owing to the limits on numbers in the audience) provided that no
pictures go onto social media of anyone other than your own child. It is important to state that
the reason this is an issue is that not all parents want pictures of their children on social media.
This could be down to personal preference or there could be a reason linked to safeguarding why
a parent would not want their picture posted on social media. For example where a child’s
location needs to be protected.
Key Stage 2 Carol Concert
Our special Key Stage 2 Carol Concert with the Salvation Army is at 7pm next
Wednesday. As well as the carols and readings refreshments will be available
too. We hope as many of you as possible will be able to join our festive
celebrations.
This will be held outside on the school grounds. Given the current Covid-19
situation there is no option of taking the concert inside so please do wrap up
really well. Should the weather be really bad, although we very much hope it
won’t come to it, we would have to look at cancelling the event.
We would like the children to arrive from 6:30pm at which time refreshments will be available from
the entrance to the hall. Other members of the community are also invited to join us from 6:50pm
in time for the start at 7:00pm. There will be no charge for the refreshments but we would ask for
donations, which will go towards the Salvation Army Christmas Presents appeal.
Should any of you be able to bring in some cakes, mince pies, biscuits or savoury snacks such as
sausage rolls for the night that would be great. If you are able to please bring them in on the day
of the concert. Additionally should any of you have some spare jam jars we would love to have
them so we can use them to hold tea lights at the concert.

Clubs – There will be no clubs in the last week of term beginning 13 th December. The
only exception to this being our After School Club. New club information for the
Spring Term will be sent out soon.

Parking – Please remember to park carefully and responsibly around the school.
Also if waiting in the car please do turn your engine off to ensure that pedestrians
are as safe as possible.
As mentioned last week our Rudolph Run for Nelson’s Journey will
take place next Friday. We would love to collect money for this
wonderful local charity and suggest a £1 donation per child.
Thanks for your support. Here is a link to a special video to help
children understand what they are raising money for:
https://nelsonsjourneymy.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/louise_nelsonsjourney_org_uk/EcTzsPGa
OwVFvlDMCzFvY_QB2ITOmaJzTRWcLkf1nCWKdw?e=Zye478

Spring Term Planning
Our last two staff meetings have focussed on planning for the Spring Term. Our
whole school topic is “Epic Elements,” which will include work linked to our
amazing world and link to the four elements – Earth, Air, Water and Fire. It
promises to be a really exciting term packed full of great learning.
As usual if you have any ideas, connections through a job or a hobby or
resources that would enhance the learning please do let us know.

Did you give the 'shake the tree' activity a whirl? I hope so! It's incredibly easy
to be tough on ourselves so the next wellbeing activity I'll be teaching the
children is about showing themselves loving kindness. Again, it's a quick
and easy activity to do on a daily basis. Simply rub the palms of your
hands together for around ten seconds before you place them over your heart.
Breathe deeper and slower than usual while you talk words of kindness to
yourself in your thoughts. Spend a couple of minutes doing this and the
happy hormone oxytocin will start to flow. Relax and enjoy!

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk
This week in Reception has been very exciting because we have had our first dress rehearsal for our Christmas
Nativity. The children have been amazing. We have been rehearsing every day and they have been trying hard to
learn their lines and to sing the songs. We are very proud of them all.
Amongst the Christmas production we have been completing Christmas and winter themed maths and Literacy
activities. In topic we have been learning all about winter. The children made their own Bird feeders this week and
we hope that they are now hanging in your gardens attracting some birds. The class have made winter paintings and
even a snowman out of shredded paper.

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
This week has been very busy making sure our Christmas Play is all ready for the grown-ups to enjoy next week.
Alongside rehearsals, we have started making Christmas shortbread, reindeer food and paper chains!
In Phonics, we learned the new sound ‘u-e’ (huge brute) and compared it to the ‘oo’ (poo at the zoo) sound we
already know. We finished writing the Christmas Story in English.
A highlight of the week was our local walk. We were very excited to post our letters to Father Christmas! We saw
lots of ice and frost, we saw some of our houses, the chip shop, the hairdressers, the garage and the shop.

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
What a busy, Christmassy week we have had in Year 2. Much of the time has been spent rehearsing either in the hall
or in the classroom, culminating in our dress rehearsal yesterday. The children loved wearing their costumes and
performed brilliantly to their audience. We are very much looking forward to our performances next week. Thank
you for your support in learning lines and supplying costume bits and pieces.
In between rehearsals, we have kept up our counting skills and enjoyed completing some Christmas themed addition
and subtraction work. We have also started rewriting the story of the first Christmas in our own words. On
Wednesday, we learnt about the elephant festivals that take place in India. I have also started reading the children ‘A
boy called Christmas’ which is a brilliant magical book by Matt Haig that has just been released as a film.
The children have enjoyed making snowflakes and paper chains and created a
lovely wintery themed display for our classroom.
Next Tuesday we will be making our Christmas table decorations. Please do
send in a small bag of not too spiky foliage and any other pretty bits and pieces
that you think we might be able to include.

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
We have an immensely busy week in Year 3 this week! To finish off our instructional writing unit, the children made
their Christmas cookies on Wednesday and had a great time mixing, rolling and cutting out their delicious cookies.
They have all been working super hard in English; learning lots of new technical vocabulary, such as ‘imperative
verbs’, ‘adverbs’ and using them in their writing, so it was certainly a well-deserved treat. It was also the first cooking
project that we have done in a long time, so it was lovely to finally be able to do something fun and slightly different.
On Wednesday afternoon, we went into the hall and displayed our wonderful Presentation of Learning posters to
Year 5 and Mr Ashman. The children worked really hard on their ‘Living Things and their Habitats’ posters and
walking round, I was incredibly proud of their work and by how much information they had remembered and could
explain to the Year 5s. Well done Year 3-you should all be incredibly proud of yourselves!
We have finished the week by watching some of the KS1 Christmas performances, so we are all starting to get into
the Christmas spirit, ready for our final week of term!

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
We have had a busy week again in Year 4 this week! We have been working on our end of term presentations,
creating PowerPoints about endangered animals. The class have worked so hard and I know they felt very proud of
themselves too. This afternoon, we presented our work to the Year 6s and they were impressed too!
A few notes for next week:
On Monday, it is our wreath making day. Children can wear warm, happy-to-get-a-bit-mucky non-school uniform.
They need to bring in their bag on foliage ready to get making! If you are unable to provide a bag of foliage please
let me know as soon as possible.
On Thursday, it is our homework share. Please can children have their homework books in on the day.
Lastly, a few weeks ago the children were set a challenge to learn their 7 times table in return for an end of term
doughnut party. We still have quite a few children who need to get their certificates before Friday next week, so get
practising!

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
Another great week in year 5! Not long to go now until Father Christmas arrives.

In maths this week, the children have been mainly focusing on some maths games as a class and on the board in mini
competitions. Looking into next week, the focus will be on some Christmas activities that will require the children to
up all their maths knowledge they have built up! We also finished the week with a maths assessment test – bar
humbug!
This week in English, the children have been working on their instruction work, which has been excellent. Towards
the end of the week, the children have been creating a plan and coming up with some weird and wonderful
ingredients for their final piece of writing which is on ‘How to turn my teacher into a frog’ – the children’s
imagination has be fantastic with some of their ingredients. Mr Grimmer has been extremely impressed.
During the week, the class have been focusing on their presentation work that they presented to Y3 in the hall. It
was great to see how much effort they have put into their work for this, all of the presentations were excellent. This
has involved them picking a topic of their choice throughout the year; some of the examples from the presentations
consisted of watercolours, the B24, the Blitz, Rationing, Art and Bombing. It has been non-stop for the class in
organising these; they have been fantastic. The Y3 class also presented their work to us. The children listened
incredibly well, asking some good questions and interacting with the Y3s being excellent role models.
Overall, it has been another fantastic week in Y5 with the children working extremely hard!

Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
This week the Year 6s got to take part in a Coding Masterclass scheme of work. Using laptops (and block coding) the
children participated in a range of challenges – some of which included designing their own Christmas-themed
games. This took place for an hour every day and the children learnt a lot of key skills that will help them in
computing lessons in high school. In Maths lessons, the children have ordered fractions with different denominators
as well as begin to multiply fractions together. In Literacy lessons, the children learnt to vary their sentence lengths
for effect and then used these skills to create suspense when writing about two images. On Thursday, the children
were lucky enough to see their buddies perform a dress rehearsal for their Christmas nativity play. I was also
impressed by the children’s knowledge and explanations throughout our presentation day on Friday. In the
afternoon, we paired up with Year 4 to show one another what we had been learning in afternoon lessons since
September. The 8 groups from Year 6 picked a different topic where they became experts in that area to share their
understanding. A lot of work had gone into creating their display boards and they should be very proud of
themselves.

Well done to Year 1 who had
97.5%
attendance last week
Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Have a lovely weekend.

Chris Ashman

Mia Payne, Willow Hunt, Harriet Shaw
All of Year 1
Sophia Seymour, Anya Murley, Amelia Hill
Ethan Hitchcock, Harlan Halsey, Isaac Rynn
Connor Bush, Josh Webb, Alex Bland
Lila Ing, Noah Collin, Ralph Moll
Jack Unsworth, Dylan Viner, Jack Brown

