Friday 3rd December 2021

Nativity Plans – Reception, Year 1 and 2 have been very busy getting ready for their nativity
performances. Morning performances will start at 10.00am whilst performances in the afternoon
will start at 1:45pm. The gates will open 5-10 minutes before the performance starts to allow the
audience to be ready for the performance.
Date / Time
Monday 13th – 10am
Monday 13th – 1.45pm
Tuesday 14th – 10am
Tuesday 14th – 1.45pm
Wednesday 15th – 10am
Wednesday 15th – 1.45pm

Performance
Years 1 and 2
Reception
Years 1 and 2
Reception
Years 1 and 2
Years 1 and 2

Audience
Half of Year 1 parents
Half of Reception parents
Half of Year 2 parents
Half of Reception parents
Half of Year 1 parents
Half of Year 2 parents

A separate letter was sent out earlier today on SchoolPing detailing our policy and rules about
photography and videoing during the performance.
Key Stage 2 Carol Concert
Our special Key Stage 2 Carol Concert with the Salvation Army is at 7.00pm on
Wednesday 15th December. As well as the carols and readings refreshments will
be available too. We hope as many of you as possible will be able to join our
festive celebrations.
This will be held outside on the school grounds. Given the current Covid-19 situation there is no
option of taking the concert inside so please do wrap up really well. Should the weather be really
bad, although we very much hope it won’t come to it, we would have to look at cancelling the
event.
We would like the children to arrive from 6:30pm at which time refreshments will be available from
the entrance to the hall. Other members of the community are also invited to join us from 6:50pm
in time for the start at 7.00pm. There will be no charge for the refreshments but we would ask for
donations, which will go towards the Salvation Army Christmas Presents appeal.
Should any of you be able to bring in some cakes, mince pies, biscuits or savoury snacks such as
sausage rolls for the night that would be great. If you are able to please bring them in during the
day of the concert. Additionally should any of you have some spare jam jars we would love to
have them so we can use them to hold tea lights at the concert.

Other Christmas Dates
Thursday 16th December

Christmas Jumper Day, Christmas Lunch and Virtual Panto!

Friday 17th December

Nelson’s Journey Rudolph Run

Christmas Post – The Christmas post is up and running at Rackheath
this Christmas. Cards can be posted in the special post boxes outside
each classroom from Monday 6th December.

Christmas Dinner – This is on Thursday 16th December and it is always a lovely
occasion. We are going to have two sittings with Key Stage 2 staff serving the
Reception and Key Stage 1 children and staff before Reception and Key Stage 1
staff serve the older children and their teachers. A School Ping was sent out
earlier in the term with a sign up form for Christmas Dinner. Children eating a
packed lunch will still eat in the hall with the other children. On Thursday 16th it is
also wear a Christmas jumper to school day as well as the Virtual Panto!.

First Day Back After Christmas
You may be aware there will be an extra bank holiday on 3 June 2022 to
celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. This day falls in the summer half
term break.
The Government' has released regulations to reduce the number of
teaching days from 190 days (+ 5 Inset days) to 189 days (+ 5 Inset days) for
the academic year 2021/2022. This is in recognition that for some areas, the
bank holiday does not fall in half term.
Consequently, the LEA have proposed that for the academic year 21/22 only schools can select
one additional day when the school will be closed. They have given a couple of suggested dates
of which we have decided that January 5th will be an additional day of holiday. As such I can
confirm that the school term for Spring 2021-22 will start on Thursday 6th January with the staff
INSET day moving from Tuesday 4th to Wednesday 5th January.
This also applies to the Bombers, with their term starting on Thursday 6th January as well.

On Friday 17th December, we are very excited to be taking part in the
Rudolph Run for Nelson’s Journey. This is an excellent charity that
supports Norfolk’s bereaved children and young people. Each child will
receive a Rudolph red nose and cut out antlers to wear for the run! We
would love to collect money for this wonderful cause on the day and
suggest a £1 donation per child. Thanks for your support.
Clubs – Next week will be the last week of school clubs. There will be no clubs in the last week of
term beginning 13th December. The only exception to this being our After School Club. New club
information for the Spring Term will be sent out soon.

Cross Country – We have a re-arranged date for cluster cross country at Coltishall. It will
now take place on Friday 25th February.

Staff Christmas Presents Christmas Cards and Gifts for staff – I have had some
queries from parents about gifts for staff. I have always felt that it is a personal
decision as to whether you give cards or gifts. They are certainly appreciated and it is
very kind of anyone who wants to thank the staff in the class with a card, a kind word
or a gift. However, it’s really important to say that I wouldn’t want anyone to feel any
pressure to give anything or to be part of a collection.
Spring Term Planning
Our last two staff meetings have focussed on planning for the Spring Term. Our
whole school topic is “Epic Elements,” which will include work linked to our
amazing world and link to the four elements – Earth, Air, Water and Fire. It
promises to be a really exciting term packed full of great learning.
As usual if you have any ideas, connections through a job or a hobby or
resources that would enhance the learning please do let us know.

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk
The countdown to Christmas has begun and as I’m typing this we have sleet so it’s starting to feel a little bit festive.
This week in Reception we have started to rehearse our Nativity in the hall. The children have been singing their
hearts out and thoroughly enjoying themselves.
In Literacy we have been introduced to ll, ss, ff and zz. We talked about these being found at the end of a word e.g.
pull or buzz.
In maths we have been completing some number assessment to help us to find out what the children have learnt
over the past three months.
We hope you have a fantastic weekend and we will see you all on Monday.

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
This week, Christmas arrived in Year 1! We have been rehearsing for our Christmas play every day and we have
loved getting up on the stage. Our classroom was decorated for December 1 st (including the snowflakes we made)
and we love the twinkling lights.

We have been learning our new sound ‘o-e’ (phone home) in Phonics, and we compared it to the sound ‘ow’ (blow
the snow) that we already know. The staff are all really impressed with the progress in remembering the sounds this
term!
In Maths, we have all completed a special booklet to help our
teachers decide what to teach next term – we remembered lots of
key skills! We have also made lots of progress with our Times
Tables certificates this term – remember to keep practising your
targets at home.
On Friday, we enjoyed presenting our learning from this term to
Reception and Year 2. We remembered lots of facts about the
Great Fire of London. We enjoyed listening to the fantastic poems
written by year 2 children and joined in with their Little Red Riding
Hood songs.
Edie taught us all about the feast of Sinterklaas, which is
celebrated in the Netherlands and she shared some spiced ginger
biscuits with us.

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
This week has had a very Christmassy feel as we have put up the tree and crib in class and begun to share Christmas
stories. The children have also learnt about Advent customs and the meaning behind them and worked hard in
rehearsals for our Christmas play. Thank you so much to all of you either for helping the children to learn their
words – spoken or for the songs.
Apart from beginning Christmas in earnest, the children have also undertaken maths assessments and finished the
story of Little Red Riding Hood.
Apologies for the mistake in the date on your letter about making Christmas table decorations. We will actually be
doing these on Tuesday 14th December – not Christmas Eve! Please do send in any bits and pieces that you think we
might be able to use, and don’t forget some non-prickly foliage on the day. Many thanks.
Next week we will learn more about the story of the First Christmas, complete activities in Christmas maths booklets
and have our final rehearsals for our play. By next Wednesday the children really need to know their words off by
heart. On Monday we will have our last spelling test until after Christmas.

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
This week, we have had a real focus on independent writing and getting into the habit
of using our imagination and writing for longer periods of time. The children have
done an amazing job with their new early work tasks and I look forward to this
continuing next week! In English, we have been looking at instructional writing and
have started to write our own instructions for ‘How to make Christmas Cookies’,
which we will be doing next week. We have also been doing some math tests this
week and then finished the week by playing some fun times table games on the iPad.
The children really enjoyed Topmarks and Mathsframe.com.
It has been lovely to do some singing with the whole of KS2 and we are all really looking forward to the Christmas
Carol concert in the last week of term. I can’t believe how quickly the weeks are going and I look forward to seeing
you all next Monday.

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
Wow - what a week! We seem to have squeezed in so much learning this week that time has flown.
I think the highlight of our week has to be our invertebrate hunting activities. We have been carefully hunting
around the school for different invertebrates and we have been absolutely fascinated by the creatures we found.
We were very proud of Mrs Goddard who caught a truly giant spider for the children to sketch and label! Next week,
we will be working on PowerPoint presentations about an endangered animal, considering how and why they are
becoming endangered. We will then be presenting our learning to Year 6 on Friday afternoon.
On top of our amazing science, we have been creating our own scripts in English which the children have worked so
hard on. Well done team
Don’t forget, we are still hoping to get our ‘doughnut party’ by having the majority of the class earn their 7x table
certificate. Keep practising!

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas… in year 5!
This week in maths we have begun our work on Statistics and we started by collecting data from the class (linked to
things like favourite flavour of Pringles!) and then turning it into a bar chart. We also looked at class sizes and used
to create a bar chart and answer questions based on it. The hope is that we will use what we have learnt to
complete a traffic survey of different areas of Rackheath – if time and weather allows! If we do, I will send out more
information in a school Ping.
In English, Mr Grimmer has planned and taught his first unit of work linked to instructions. So far, the children have
studied a text and have practised using Imperative verbs. Not sure what they are? Ask your child to see if they can
tell you!
In our afternoon lessons we have been preparing for our presentations of what we have learnt which we will now
share with year 3. Once these have been completed, I will add to photos to show you how they went.

Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
This week has been full of challenges and despite the cold, gloomy weather, the children have remained upbeat and
have worked their socks off! In Maths lessons, the children have been able to solve reasoning puzzles linked to
adding and subtracting fractions where they’ve also demonstrated their knowledge from last week to then convert
answers from mixed numbers to improper fractions.
In Literacy lessons, we have also completed a rather peculiar task. The children wrote a newspaper report about
Humpty Dumpty… but with a Year 6 twist! Using their fantastic vocabulary knowledge and understanding of relative
clauses, fronted adverbials and semi-colons, the class wrote a detailed report about Mr Dumpty’s tragic ‘fall’ and
whether or not this was actually a vicious attack. They also included both direct and reported speech to investigate
potential witnesses.
In Science lessons, the children understood the impact of electricity and how it is used in household appliances. We
then used a variety of electricity kits to build circuits – each one becoming more advanced. On Tuesday, KS2 got into
the festive spirit as we had our first singing rehearsal in preparation for our Carol Concert. We were in the hall
alongside Pat and Richard – who are from the Salvation Army. On Wednesday afternoon, the Christmas theme
continued as the children began making Christmas decorations to go up in the classroom. Later on in the week, Year
6 got into groups and decided on a topic (from afternoon subjects) to present to Year 4. Just some of the chosen
areas have been linked to WW2, adaptation, vertebrates and invertebrates, classification, electricity and food webs /
chains. Photos of this will be in a future newsletter.

Well done to Year 6 who had
98%
attendance last week
Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Landon Youngs, Emma Nash, Ioanna Kelaidoni
Esme Stevenson , Mila Pask, Oscar Bunn
Poppy Rice, Erin Moore, Harley
Olivia Hogarth, Sebastian Cates, Connor Appleton
Whole of Year 4
Jack Fleetwood, Sasha Muzembe, Fred Beckham
Imogen Rump, Connor Youngs, Ollie Brett

Have a lovely weekend.

Chris Ashman

