
 
 
 

 

 
 

Friday 26th November 2021 
 

It has been another busy and exciting week in school.  It’s hard to believe that after today we only have 3 
weeks until the Christmas break.  Year 5 and 6 enjoyed a brilliant Evacuee themed day on Wednesday, 
whilst the younger classes are starting to gear up for Christmas Nativity plays.  Just this morning I was in 
the hall watching Year 4 enjoy a fantastic maths and science lesson involving ramps and toy cars.  
 
Lovell’s Poster Competition and Visit – Last week the Year 5 and 6 children enjoyed their 
trips to the Lovell’s building site. On the visit we took the posters across for them to judge 
the competition. They picked the following entries as winners and runners up. The winner’s 
posters will be displayed on the outside of the site and the runner-up inside the site. The 
judges were hugely impressed by the standard of all the entries and so had a tricky job!  
 
Winners    Runners Up 

Matilda Sweatman (Year 1)  Max Lindsay (Year 1) 

Alexander Hough (Year 2)  Cara Rayner (Year 2) 

Isabelle Neville (Year 3)  Ethan Hitchcock (Year 3) 
Layla King-Knott (Year 4)  Isabelle Avery (Year 4) 

Amber Houston (Year 5)  Honey Wright (Year 5) 

      Harry Spaul (Year 6) 

 
  

 
 

First Day Back After Christmas 

You may be aware there will be an extra bank holiday on 3 June 2022 to 

celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. This day falls in the summer half 

term break.  

 

The Government' has released regulations  to reduce the number of 

teaching days from 190 days (+ 5 Inset days) to 189 days (+ 5 Inset days) 

for the academic year 2021/2022. This is in recognition that for some areas, 

the bank holiday does not fall in half term.  

 

Consequently, the LEA have proposed that for the academic year 21/22 only schools can select 

one additional day when the school will be closed. They have given a couple of suggested dates 

of which we have decided that January 5th will be an additional day of holiday. As such I can 

confirm that the school term for spring 2021-22 will start on Thursday 6th January with the staff INSET 

day moving from Tuesday 4th to Wednesday 5th January.  

 

This also applies to the Bombers, with their term starting on Thursday 6th January as well.  



Year 5 and 6 Evacuee Day 

 

On Wednesday 24th November, Year 5 and 6 had an exciting Evacuee Day! 

The children dressed up as evacuees and took part in a range of 

interesting activities to link to their History topic of WW2. Some of the 

activities across the two classes involved thinking carefully about the 

items they would pack in their suitcases if they had to evacuate from a 

city to a rural area. They also looked at a map of Rackheath which 

included images of the WW2 airbase. The children then labelled the map 

with the correct features. One of the most interesting parts of the day 

was when Brenda, a Rackheath resident who took in an evacuee in WW2, 

came in to host an assembly. It was fascinating to listen to her stories 

about the war and how her life differed to the children in 2021. She even 

brought in some artefacts to look at, including ration books and school 

photos. Both classes also produced a piece of Blitz Artwork, where they 

used blended watercolours for the background and then used paper and 

card to create search lights and a silhouette of a city. The children had to 

stay alert for the entire day because as soon as they heard a war siren, everyone had to get underneath the 

tables to try and stay safe! At lunchtime, lots of the children tried a WW2 inspired beef stew and dumplings 

with a National loaf and then had jam roly-poly for dessert. A big thank-you to Shane and Odette in the kitchen 

for this food – it was amazing!  

 Here are a few quotes from some of the children. Elsie, in Year 5, said “I really liked when the siren went off 

as we had to quickly get under the tables!” Noah, also in Year 5, commented that he really enjoyed the Blitz 

artwork as he liked creating a gradient of different colours.  Corey from Year 6 stated “I liked having the 

fresh bread which was part of our beef stew.” Eleanor, from Year 6, added that she thought it was a 

fascinating assembly as she learnt lots of interesting facts about World War 2. Other videos and activities 

were continued after Wednesday and the children should be very proud of the work they have produced.  

 
 

Cross Country – It was a shame that the weather led to the 
postponement of the Cluster Cross County today, although on the 
plus side it gives us more time to practice before the re-arranged 
event takes place. (Plus if I’m honest I really wasn’t looking forward 
to being outside all morning in the wet and cold!)  
 

 

Presentation of Learning – Originally we had planned to hold another Rackheath Museum 

day where the children would showcase their work and what they’ve learnt with you all. 

Given the current situation we decided instead that the children would present their 

learning to each other by pairing up with another class to show them what they’ve learnt. 

This will take place over the next few weeks.  



Christmas Performances / Concert 
 
We are pleased to confirm that we are planning to hold Christmas Nativity Performances with an 
audience.  To make the experience as safe as possible the audience will be limited to 30 for each 
performance.  Reception will be performing twice to half of their parents each time and then Year 1 and 2 
will perform four times to an audience of either Year 1 or 2 parents.  
 
Performances and Audience Timetable 
 
Date / Time  Performance Audience 
Monday 13th - AM Years 1 and 2 Half of Year 1 parents 
Monday 13th - PM Reception Half of Reception parents 
Tuesday 14th - AM Years 1 and 2 Half of Year 2 parents 
Tuesday 14th - PM Reception Half of Reception parents 
Wednesday 15th - AM Years 1 and 2 Half of Year 1 parents 
Wednesday 15th - PM Years 1 and 2 Half of Year 2 parents 
 
Tickets for the Performances – Tickets were sent out earlier this week, each family has been sent 2 
tickets for one of the performances. The ticket will have the date and time of the performance and the 
tickets should be brought with you.  We are happy for you to swap tickets amongst yourselves with 
parents from the same year group if you can’t make the performance you have been given tickets for.  If 
you have children under school age they wouldn’t need a ticket to attend.  
 
Should you have any questions with regards any aspect of the Christmas Nativity plans for Reception, 
Years 1 and 2 then please speak to Mr Ashman.  
 

 
 
KS2 Carol Concert – This will be held outside on Wednesday 15th December at 
7.00pm.  We will have the Salvation Army in attendance and the FORS team 
providing refreshments.  Further details about this next week!  
 
 

 
Other Christmas Dates  
 
Friday 3rd December  FORS Non-School Uniform Day £1 donation  

Thursday 16th December  Christmas Jumper Day, Christmas Lunch and Virtual Panto! 

Friday 17th December  Nelson’s Journey Rudolph Run 

 

 

 
I have been blown away with the generosity of people in our school.  The presents which have 

been brought in have been piling up and now there is not a lot of room left in the Reception area! 

 

If you would still like to buy something you have until next Friday. 

 

Thanks again. 

Mrs Goddard 



 

FORS 
Christmas Raffle – Our lovely Festive Hampers are now on display in the 
school reception area.  Please could you return slips and money to the box 
in School Reception area along with any unwanted tickets.  If you would 
like extra tickets they are also available in School Reception.  Many thanks 
for your support. 
 
Non Uniform Day – On Friday 3rd December we will be 
holding our annual Christmas Non Uniform day. Details of 
this have been sent via SchoolPing. 
 

 
Fundraising Update 

 
Last Friday, the school took part in raising money for two charities: Children in Need and for 

Norwich Guide Dogs which was chosen as it is one with a link to a member of our school 
community. The children dressed up in non-uniform, took part in games during lunch and also tried 
to cover a picture of a Guide Dog with small change.  
 
We were also incredibly lucky to have a visit from Maci the guide dog and Tiny the mascot.  
 
I am pleased to say that in total the school raised £164.72 for the Guide Dogs charity. This was made 
up of £100 from non-uniform, £33.96 from the fill the dog challenge and the rest being generously 
put into the charity bucket.  
 
We also managed to raise £127 for children in need.  Thank you to all who helped support our 
charity event.  
 

              
 
 
 

 
 

 
We also received a thank you from the Poppy Appeal to say that we had donated a 
grand total of £216.48 this year. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reception 
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk 
It’s starting to look a little bit like Christmas in Reception this week as we have started to learn our Christmas songs 
for the upcoming Nativity play. 

In math’s this week we have been adding two numbers together to find the total. The children have been using the 
words more, add, equal and plus. They have been introduced to the symbols + and =. They have used many different 
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practical games and experiences to help them to learn to add e.g. there are two fields of 5 animals. How many 
different ways can they split the animals but still have the same number altogether?  

In Literacy we have been learning the sounds x, ng, nk, ck. We have also been word building to use these sounds to 
make and read words e.g. duck, box, king or sink.  

In topic we have enjoyed learning all about the story of the Owl Babies. Please look on Tapestry to see our amazing 
writing. We have enjoyed painting, sponging and creating many different types of owls.  

 
Year 1 
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk  and  jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk 
This week, it has been very exciting to start learning the songs from our Christmas Play, ‘Born in a Barn’! We have 
also finished our Great Fire of London cardboard box houses. 

In Phonics, we have learnt the new split digraph, ‘i-e’ (nice smile). We 
compared it to the ‘igh’ (fly high) sound we already know, and wrote words 
and sentences with our new sound in. 

Our maths work this week has been looking closely at ‘teen’ numbers and 
beyond. We have used Numicon and Dienes to make the tens and ones in 
two-digit numbers. We have been fantastic at this! In English, we have 
written letters to Father Christmas that we are planning to walk to post in 
the next two weeks! We also started to learn the events of the Christmas 
story and to retell it ahead of performing it in our play! 

 
Year 2 
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk 
We have enjoyed another busy week in Year 2. The children have particularly enjoyed starting to learn about The 
Fire of London and finding out about Samuel Pepys. They have learnt about Tudor houses, sketched houses, learnt to 
use charcoal and created their cereal box houses ready to burn in our own mini Fire of London!  

In English the children have enjoyed more of our Little Red Riding Hood story. In the last episode that we watched 
the wolf has locked Grandma in the attic and is standing up in her bed threatening to eat Little Red Riding Hood! 
Today the children have decided what might happen next and written their ending to the story. Next week we will 
find out what happens in the version that we have been watching. 

In maths the children have worked really hard using tens and ones equipment to both add and subtract 2 digit 
numbers. 

We have also started to listen to the songs for our Christmas production and had our first read through. Parts have 
been assigned and the children will bring home their scripts today. The children chose themselves whether or not 
they wanted a speaking part. If your child does not have a speaking part they still need to learn the words of the 
songs please. We will let you know about anything that we would like you to provide for costumes at some point 
next week. 

 

Year 3 
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk  
We have been moving onto subtraction in maths this week. We started the week, familiarising ourselves with 
subtraction and created a loop around the classroom using our subtraction knowledge! We have been looking at 
subtracting 3-digit numbers using the column method and learning how to exchange either the 10s or 100s to help 
us complete each sum. Once again the children have been super at this and have really impressed me with how 
quickly they’ve picked it up!  

In English, we have finished our Pugs of the Frozen North Unit. The children wrote some brilliant informal letters to 
the Snow Father and a final diary entry as Sika. Although we have not finished the book, we will be moving onto 
instructional writing next week and reading the rest of the book as our class reader.  

In topic, we have been using classification keys to identify different types of plants and animals and have started to 
look at our local habitats. We have discussed the dangers posed to habitats and the impact that this can have on the 
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animals that live there. Next week, we will be continuing to study this topic in more detail and starting to plan our 
presentations of learning that we will be presenting to Year 5 the following week! Have a lovely weekend all!    

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 4 
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk        
This week has been another fabulous week in Year 4! The children have been so busy and working so hard. 

We have particularly loved English this week, where we have been looking at scripts and performing plays. We are 
very excited to be writing our own scripts next week! 

In maths, we have been looking at measuring using rulers this week. We had a wonderful maths lesson today where 
the children were designing ramps and measuring how far toy cars travelled down them using metres and centre 
meters. 

We have also set the children a new challenge: We have promised them a ‘doughnut party’ if the majority of them 
can learn their 7x table before the end of term. Lots of them have been practising really hard! 

Today I have sent home details about our Christmas Wreath making. Please let me know if you have any questions 

 
Year 5 
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk 
You can certainly tell that we are moving towards Christmas in year 5 as the children have been rather loud! But who 
can blame them!  

The highlight of our week has to be our Evacuee Day – but you can read about that in the dedicated write-up…all I 
need to say is that it was amazing! In maths, fractions has once again been a main focus for us. This week we have 
been looking at how to convert mixed number fractions into Improper fractions and let me tell you…it has been 
tricky at times. But, we have worked hard and we are getting there. In English we have finished our explanations 
texts linking our writing to how rabbits eat! But to make this more exciting, we have linked it to how and why they 
eat their own poo!! (Honestly, this is something that real rabbits do!) Ask you children about it – see what they say. 
We were very lucky to have Mrs Cookson come into class this week and talk us through some well-being activities. 
We discuss how to get rid of uncomfortable feelings and the technique we looked at was called ‘Shake the Tree’ 
where you put on some music and shake like a tree. Polly and Orlaith picked our music for us and we did this to 
Taylor Swift’s ‘Shake it off’….a great choice girls!  

 
Year 6  
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk 
Yet again it has been another fantastic and busy week in Year 6! I’d like to start by saying how brilliant the children 
were throughout Wednesday’s Evacuee Day. The children were lucky enough to meet (as part of an assembly) 
Brenda, a Rackheath resident, who took in an evacuee during WW2. It was amazing to get a detailed insight about 
life during this period of time and as well as answering questions, Brenda also brought in items for the children to 
look at – such as Ration booklets and school photographs. During other parts of the day, Year 6 thought carefully 
about what they would take with them if they had to evacuate. This involved drawing and labelling key possessions 
that they would own during 1939. The class also looked at a map of current-day Rackheath which was merged with 
what an aerial view of Rackheath would have looked like during the war. They then had to identify key features such 
as the runway, the bomb dump, technical site, hardstanding’s etc. and label it correctly. After our WW2 themed 
lunch of beef stew, fresh bread and jam roly-poly, the children learnt about The Blitz and created some amazing 
pieces of artwork. These pieces incorporated a city skyline and search lights. At the beginning of the week, in Maths 
lessons, the children continued their learning of equivalent fractions before moving onto converting mixed numbers 
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and improper fractions. In Literacy lessons, the children continued their newspaper report writing which involved 
creating their own newspaper company and becoming journalists to write about key events that took place at 
Aylmerton. On Monday, during R.E, we were very lucky to have another visitor. Mr Odedra, did an amazing job of 
talking to the class about Hinduism and discussed what it means to him to be a Hindu. The children also got the 
opportunity to ask some brilliant questions.  Well done Year 6!  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children 
who got their certificates in assembly today. 
 

 STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS 
Reception Finley Sturman, Jackson Mills, Emily Bryan 

Year 1 Parker Ward, Sidney Scarfe, Max Lindsay 

Year 2 Ayla Morgan, Iris Campion, Olivia Watts 

Year 3 Honey Allard, Jacob Viner, Rachel Bryan 

Year 4 Tommee Watts, Olive Campion, Cody Ketland 

Year 5 All of Year 5, Elsie Childs, Ralph Moll 

Year 6 Dylan D’Souza, Oliva Read, Theo Orme 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Chris Ashman 

Well done to Reception who had  
98%  

attendance last week  


