Friday 5th November 2021

It has been a good start to the new half term. The children have settled back into their
learning well.
Year 6 House Captains – This week we had elections for Year 6 house captains. Each of
the houses met to hear the different candidates speak and then cast their votes for house
captains. The Year 6 children all did a fantastic job. In the end the children chosen to be
house captains for 2021-22 are:





Barton – Lily Key and Joe Barrett
Ranworth – Sienna Wones and Jack Brown
Hickling – Olivia Read and Joseph Tandy
Oulton – Ellie Trabelsi and Theo Hallam

Congratulations to you all!

School Trips
This week Year 3 enjoyed a lovely trip to How Hill. Next week Year 4 are going to How Hill on
Monday. I’m sure they will have a lovely time too!
On Monday Year 6 are going to Aylmerton for the week. It will be amazing to get back to
Aylmerton, a place the children have always loved to visit.
We have had a change with the staff attending. The staff now going are:
 Mr Edwards for the week
 Mr Palmer and Mrs Howes – Monday to Wednesday evening
 Mrs Grogutt and Mr Ashman – Wednesday evening to Friday
A huge thank you to all the staff who are giving up their time to take the children!
Poppy Appeal
Next week the children in Year 5 will be selling poppies and various
other items if your child would like to purchase something. The
suggestion donation for all items is either 50p or £1.

Show and Tell Assemblies – We have 3 show and tell assemblies left this half term. One next
week and two the week after. As it stands we are planning for them to go ahead in the hall
with an audience of parents. We do need to be cautious so would ask that no one attends if
they are feeling unwell or if there is a Covid-19 case in the household. Additionally, if you are
able to take a Lateral Flow Test before attending please do so.




Tuesday 9th November – Year 2
Tuesday 16th November – Year 1
Thursday 18th November - Reception

Parents should arrive at school by 2:30pm.

Christmas
I wrote to you earlier in the week, via School Ping and email, to share
information about the new term and the continued impact of Covid-19.
We very much hope that many of our Christmas events will take place as
usual or in a slightly modified way. We will send more details about
Christmas events soon.

Clubs – There are still spaces in choir as well as some of our other clubs. Please contact
the school office if your child would like to join.
Clubs Next Week
Unfortunately, with Mr Palmer and Mr Ashman away at Aylmerton at points in the week we will
have to cancel some clubs next week. There will be no netball on Monday or Multi Skills on
Wednesday, nor will there be football on Thursday or Cross Country on Friday morning.
Cluster Sport – Today Year 6 have a football match against Coltishall, a report to
follow next week. We also have cluster football on Wednesday 17 th November
followed by cluster cross country on Friday 26 th November.
Parking Around the School
Could we remind parents / families that parking near the school should be done with care
and attention. Parking is available at either the church or the Sole and Heel Pub. Lots of
families walk to and from school and it is not safe when cars are parked up on the pavement.
This is also a reminder that the car park is for staff use only.

Lovell’s Builders Visit
On Wednesday Lovells builders came into school to deliver assemblies about being
safe on a building site. They also launched a competition which the children are
taking part in to design posters about site safety on a building site. On the 19th
November Year 5 and 6 are going to visit the site too.

Year 5 trip to Gressenhall
On the Friday before half term, Year 5 became evacuees for the day as we travelled to Gressenhall
for a World War 2 experience day.
The children were asked to dress as an evacuee and to bring a lunch that would have been eaten by a
child during WW2. We were not allowed to have chocolate or crisps as these were not available
during the war. Below you can see Yuan with his meat pasty and Orlaith with her Jam sandwiches
(wrapped in brown paper!)
During the day we were able to visit an Anderson shelter after hearing the bombing siren – the
children all thought it was rather cold and damp! We also learnt about rationing. We found that
families would use mash potato and coco powder to make WW2 chocolate truffles. We got to try
some but I don’t think the children were that impressed! On the home front, we were shown how
women were asked to work in place of the men who were at war. The children had to clean down the
stables, wash down the horse tac, milk a (fake) cow and then watch a field being ploughed. Finally, as
the Home Guard, we learnt marching drills and we used a broom handle (an actual weapon of the Home
Guard) to attack a sandbag!
It was a brilliant day and the children were fantastically well behaved.

Advanced Notice Changes to Bombers Provision from September 2022
From September 2022 we have decided to change the way we organise our provision. From
September we will no longer be running our Thursday morning session for just 2 year olds. This will
allow 3 and 4 year olds the option of attending Bombers every morning.
We will be able to offer a limited number of places for children at any morning sessions from the
age of 2 years 6 months. Full days or lunch and afternoon will continue to be offered from the
age of 3.

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk
This week in reception we have been learning the sounds sh, h, l and r. Today we have been using these to build
words e.g. shop, has, had, pad. At home maybe you would like to build words together using the sounds within your
sound box.
In maths we have been finding out what number is one more than a given number to 20. Some children challenged
themselves to use numbers up to 30. Perhaps you could continue to play this activity at home.
In topic we have started to read Stanley’s stick. It’s an exciting story about a little boy who has a
stick and he uses his imagination to play. All the topic activities have been based on being
creative with sticks e.g. order sticks by their size, paint with sticks, wrap wool around a stick to
increase their fine motor skills, make 2d shapes using sticks and many more. Maybe you could
go stick hunting this weekend and get creative e.g. use 10 sticks to make a pattern. We would
love to see these on Tapestry.

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
We have had a great first week back in Year 1. We have learnt our first new sound of the year in Phonics: ‘ea’ (cup of
tea). We had to choose whether we used ‘ee’ or ‘ea’ in our words and sentences.

In Maths, we have continued adding, and solving addition problems. We have been brilliant at this! In English, we
are looking at the book ‘Out and About’, which is a selection of poetry about the outdoors. We talked about what we
like doing outside and we responded in different ways to the poems ‘Wind’, ‘Feasts’ and ‘Cold’.
As part of our Topic work we have moved onto a History focus. We looked at how our lives are different to those of
our parents and grandparents. We thought about the things we liked and disliked from the past and made a timeline
of how things have changed.
We were very excited that our new waterproof trousers arrived this week so we have been able to use the Wild Area
again!

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
We have had a fantastic week beginning our new English topic on Traditional Tales and learning about the Hindu
festival of Diwali.
The children have enjoyed the first episode of our Little Red Riding Hood story and had fun thinking of, telling each
other and writing questions, statements and commands.
In maths we have had lots of practise of counting sitting in our circle. The children have become confident and fast at
counting to 100, counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and are working on counting backwards from 100. We have also been
looking at fact families and using empty number lines to add 3 small numbers.
During the afternoons, as well as guided reading the children have learnt about Hindu Gods, about the festival of
Diwali and the story of Ramu and Sita. They have rewritten the story, made diva lamps and coloured rangoli
patterns. The writing which the children has produced is undoubtedly some of their best in terms of content and
accuracy. We are incredibly proud of them! They are looking forward to sharing this with you in our Show and Tell
assembly next week. As Diwali is a celebration I have said that they may bring smart party clothes to school on
Tuesday to change into for their assembly. The children have also enjoyed an assembly from Lovell construction and
a PE lesson with Mr Palmer.
Next week I shall be helping out with the Y6 residential on Thursday and Friday. I will still be planning and resourcing
the whole weeks learning and leaving the children in the very capable hands of Mrs Bird and Mrs Hill on those two
days.

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
On Tuesday, we went to How Hill for the day to learn more about our Science topic for this half term: living things
and their habitats. In the morning, half of the class went on a nature walk around the secret gardens of How Hill to
learn about the wet and dry woodlands and the types of animals that live on and around the broads, whilst the other
half went pond dipping and had a lovely time finding and identifying different animals. The groups then swapped
round and after lunch we all came together to play blackbirds and hawks, a brilliant game which taught us about
food chains.
In maths, we have been recapping our number bonds to 100 and learning about how many 10s go into 3-digit
numbers, for example, ’There are 24 tens in 240’. The children have made lots of progress this week and I have been
really proud of the maths work they have produced.

In English, we have started a new book: Pugs of the Frozen North. The children have been creating freeze framed
based on a scene in the book; looking at the language used and using thought tracking to imagine how it feels to be a
character in the story. I am really looking forward to doing more work on this book this half term 

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
It has been so lovely to welcome Year 4 back this week. They have all been full of beans and have worked so hard
from the minute they walked in the door on Monday morning.
In maths, we have been finishing our work on addition and every single person has blown me away by their problem
solving, determination and positive attitude. Next week we’re moving onto mental and formal methods of
subtraction and I’ll know they’ll smash it!
We’ve slowed our pace down a little in English this week and we begin to explore the complexities of similes and
metaphors. Next week we will be looking at setting descriptions in more detail. (I have already included two
metaphors in this report - if you can tell me what they are on Monday morning I’ll give you a house point!)
Our focus for topic for the next few weeks is animals and classifications. On Monday we will be going to How Hill to
explore this further. Please refer to the How Hill letter or school ping for more information.

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
We are back after half term and what a fantastic first week we have had in Y5! In Maths this week, we looked at
fractions and splitting numbers into different fraction sizes. The children were amazing in their maths lessons this
week, everyone worked extremely hard and maintained a great focus throughout. This developed into looking at
fractions off money as if it was the post-Christmas sales!
English this week, we started a new unit based around explanation texts. The main focus for the children now, is to
get them using their imagination (which they have done) in order to create a robotic rabbit which we have been
working on throughout the week. The robotic rabbit is designed to find out how they perform a ‘binky’ (the children
will explain to you what a binky is!).
In our topic lessons, we continued to look at WW2. The children finished writing their letters to home as if they were
an evacuee on some brown paper – just like the times of the war. Following on from this, the children then looked at
different posters that were produced and published within the war which they ended up using for inspiration to start
designing their own WW2 posters.
On Wednesday KS2 had Lovell Builders come in to do an assembly based on the new housing work that is taking
place in the local area. They set a challenge for the students in each year group to design a poster to go around
Lovell’s site which they will choose in a few weeks’ time (these posters will be started soon).
Overall, it has been a fantastic week again in Y5, great to be back!

Year 6

sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
As always, Ms Holmes and I have been really proud of the children for their excellent attitudes to learning this week!
In Maths lessons, the children completed their unit of work linked to multiplication, where they finished a variety of
reasoning questions, word problems and learnt how to multiply decimal numbers. Today, we moved onto a new
topic (fractions) which will be continued after the children are back from Aylmerton. In Literacy, we have completed
a second non-chronological report, where we learnt how to use a variety of sentence starters and conjunctions to
create cohesion between sentences. We also had a grammar activity linked to fronted adverbials. In our most recent
Topic lesson, the children began their learning of World War 2 and researched key events to put into chronological
order. The children were very keen to start their mouldy bread experiment as a link to microorganisms for our
Science topic of ‘Living things and their habitats’. Yesterday, the children logged into Google Classroom and took part
in a quiz in order to learn how to submit work on there.
For Monday next week, along with everything on the kit list, please remember that children will need a packed
lunch for their first day as well as having a water bottle for the duration of the trip. As mentioned in a previous
Ping message / letter, the children will go into the hall with their suitcases, in non-school uniform, at 8:45am.
Parents will need to fill in a form (in the hall) if their child needs an inhaler for the trip and/or any other form of
medication. On Friday, we aim to be back at 2pm and children can be picked up from this time. I cannot wait to go
and I know the children are very excited about all of the fun activities they will get to participate in.

Well done to Year 1 who had
96%
attendance the week before
half term
Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Ilias Kelaidoni, Rose Webb, Archie Taylor
Isla Fisher, Teddy Lamb, Willow Hunt
Nathan Brink, William Chandler, Amelia Hill
Rosa Green, Emily Thoulass, Jake Hudson
Tallulah Hewitt, Alex Bland, Nola Moll
Honey Wright, Lucca Hallam, Logan Phoenix, Ellie Broadwater, Lacey
Hudson, Olivia Hough
Rhys Davison, Ava Woodcock, Harvey Moore

Have a lovely weekend.

Chris Ashman

