Friday 8th October 2021
Parent Teacher Evenings – Parent’s Evenings start next week on
Thursday 14th October, with further days being Tuesday 19th October
and Wednesday 20th October. Since appointments went live on school
ping most of you have booked a time. If you haven’t had the chance
to yet there are still plenty of time slots left. Class teams will send out the
zoom link for the meetings soon.
Wroxham Barns Scarecrow Competition – This week each class has made a scarecrow to
take part in the Wroxham Barns Scarecrow Competition. All the classes have done a superb
job creating some eye-catching designs! Thanks to Mrs Goddard who has organised it along
with all the class teams. Good luck to all the scarecrows when the judging takes place!
Volunteer Readers – Volunteers have always played an important role
in the school. Our FORS do a super job as do a small group of
volunteer readers. The pandemic meant that we had to stop having
volunteers in and now as we open up quite a few of our more mature
volunteers have not felt able to carry on for safety reasons.
As such we would love to add to our existing pool of volunteers who carry out the vital and
enjoyable task of hearing children read in school. If you are interested and would like to
find out more please email me at head@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk, depending on interest we
may then look to hold a meeting with all those interested in volunteering to hear the
children read.
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered so far it is greatly appreciated!

Reception Visits September 2022 Intake
A flier went home with Bombers parents this week about visits to the school for
children starting in September 2022. Parents have the chance to be shown round
the school by a member of staff (usually Mr Ashman) in small groups. Please call
the office to arrange a date and time if you would like to visit.
The poster has also gone on the Rackheath Community Facebook Page. Please share if you know of
anyone with a child starting school in September 2022 who might like to look round.

School Lunches
Due to issues with getting supplies there will be the following changes to the menu next
week:
Monday – will be Pasta and Meatballs instead of Ravioli
Tuesday – will be Pork and Apple Burger instead of Beef Burger

Year 1 and 2 How Hill – Year 1 and 2 had a lovely day at How Hill on Thursday. Thanks to
all the staff and parent helpers who went on the trip. The Year 1 and 2 class pages have
more on the trip.

School Trips
We have a lot more trips coming up:
Monday 11th October

Gressenhall (Year 4)

Wednesday 13th October

Gressenhall (year 3)

Friday 22nd October

Gressenhall (Year 5)

Tuesday November 2nd

How Hill (Year 3)

Monday 8th November

How Hill (Year 4)

Mon 8th- Fri 12th November Year 6 Residential to Aylmerton

Tuck Shop
From next week the KS2 children will be able to visit the tuck shop 3 times a week rather than
every day. The reason for this being that when all 4 classes go on the same day the children
often get little or no break due to the queues.
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Year 3 and 5
All classes (as Year 4 have a later break that day)
Year 4 and 6
Year 3 and 5
Year 4 and 6

Cluster Football Tournament – On Wednesday 20th October the school is taking part in the cluster football
tournament. Letters will be going out next week for those children taking part. We also have games against
Cromer and Coltishall booked in for the week after half term. I can’t wait to get all our inter school sport
going again!

Bikeabilty
On Wednesday we also gave out certificates to our Year 5 and 6 bikeability
group. All the children were commended for their exceptional behaviour over
the 4 days and fully deserve their badge and certificate. There is a photo with
the year 6 report.

MSA Vacancy
Unfortunately, Mrs Robertson will no longer be a member of our MSA team. We are incredibly grateful for
everything she has done over the past few years whilst she has been with us - I know that the younger
children in particular will really miss her.
This does now mean that we have an opening for an MSA at school. Roles would consist of setting up the
hall ready for lunch, clearing away after lunch and monitoring of children as they play outside. We are
looking for some to fill the post from Monday – Friday, an hour each day. If you are interested, please pop
in to the office or speak with Mr Cavender.

Rotary Club Dictionaries – On Wednesday the Year 6 children each received a lovely
dictionary kindly donated to them by the Rotary Club. A huge thank you to Joyce and all at
the Rotary Club. There is a photograph in the Year 6 report.

Year 3 Persuasive Letters
This week Year 3 all wrote persuasive letters to me with their ideas to make the school an
even better place. The children’s letters were very persuasive. A lot of them wrote about
the need to care for our environment in school and mentioned the idea of encouraging
wildlife and nature in the school. Other topics included keeping the sheds and play areas
looking bright and new looking as well as keeping the dining room and cloakrooms clean.
I have replied to them and over the next few weeks we are going to bring in some of their
excellent ideas.
One of the children also mentioned the library and I’m pleased to say that from next
week some Year 6 children are starting as librarians.
Year 6 Show and Tell - On Thursday Year 6 started our show and tell assemblies this term. Year 6 did a
great job talking about and sharing their work over the last month. They certainly have been very busy! It
was amazing to welcome parents and other family members back into the school building. Thank you to
Mr Edwards and Ms Holmes for all their hard work too!
The next one of our termly show and tells for each class is for Year 5 on Thursday 14th October. Parents
should arrive at school by 2:30pm.
Harvest Service – On Tuesday we celebrated Harvest with Reverend
Darleen. We held two Harvest Services for the different key stages.
Reverend Darleen talked about the importance of sharing and thinking of
others and the children sang some harvest songs. Thank you to everybody
who donated.

Year 4 Swimming Re-start – Year 4 will re-start swimming lessons on the
14th October. This was the earliest date we could get a bus able to
do the weekly run to Broadland.
Photographs - Tempest Photographers are in on Tuesday 12 th October to take individual
and sibling photographs for Reception up to Year 6.

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk
We have had another busy week here in Reception. In Literacy this week we have been
learning the sounds p, t, i and n. The children have these new sounds within their book
bags. Please remember to have fun as you practice these regularly. On Friday we will be
using these letters to spell words and to read them e.g. tin or pin. It would be great if you
could help your children to choose 3 sounds that we have been learning (e.g. s, m, a, d, i, t,
n or p) and blend two or three of these together to make a word e.g. sad or mad.
In maths we have been using positional language e.g. under, over, next to, behind and in
front of. The children have experienced lots of practical activities this week. I wonder if
they have used any of these words at home?
In topic we have been learning about The Little Red Hen and we made an amazing scarecrow. We are very proud of
our pirate.

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
This week, Year 1 have been so excited about our trip to How Hill - we counted
down the sleeps until the big day! The day itself was amazing. We loved pond
dipping, making environmental art, tree hugging and exploring the nature trail.
We learned a lot about different woodland habitats. It was very exciting to go
on the coach, and we all enjoyed our packed lunches! The weather was
perfect!
In Phonics, we reminded ourselves of the sounds ‘or’ (shut the door) and ‘ar’
(start the car). We have continued reading ‘The Bee Who Spoke’ in English and enjoyed drawing photos of Belle’s
special gifts - the treehouse was very popular! We also acted out Belle’s adventure on her new bike.
In Maths, we have continued using the symbols <, >, = and the language of ‘less than’, ‘greater than’ and ‘equal to’.
We had our Harvest Festival assembly this week where we enjoyed singing the Harvest Hymn. We have also started
to make a scarecrow for the Wroxham Barns scarecrow competition. We are very pleased with ours so far and we
think it might end up being the best!

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
The best day of our week was Thursday when we had all the excitement and fun of our day out at How Hill. The
children loved going on the coach with their friends and had the most wonderful time exploring the beautiful
grounds in the sunshine. They enjoyed a wet and dry woodland walk, dyke dipping and environmental art. The
children caught lots of creatures, spotted squirrels, bugs and animal droppings in the woods and created amazing
pictures with leaves, horse chestnuts, bark and twigs. They were all beautifully behaved and the staff at How Hill
commented on how they were the loveliest and most intelligent children they have had the pleasure of working
with. A huge thank you to them and also to all of the lovely parents who gave up their time to come with us.
Back in school we have continued to explore our book about Belle, this week thinking and writing about the gifts
given to her by Grandpa. We have revisited the ou sound made by both ou and ow in phonics and looked at words
such as fun and mud where the last consonant has to be doubled before adding a y to make funny and muddy. In
maths we have compared objects and numbers. Our science learning has been an introduction to habitats focusing
on the living things in our gardens.
We enjoyed a Harvest assembly with Rev Darleen in which we thought about sharing and have worked hard in
guided reading groups.
Next week we are going to have a scarecrow themed day on Monday before learning more about habitats.

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
The children have really impressed me with how well they have been listening in class this week! As I mentioned last
week, we have had a big focus on trying to improve our listening skills in year 3 and it seems as though we have
taken a giant step forward this week. I have been really impressed by the whole class and I am sure that this will
continue in the following weeks 
In maths, we have been practising our addition skills and revising some basic number skills. We have been learning
to use number lines again (after a summer off!) and have done some super ‘adding 3 addends’ work. We even
moved on to some trickier missing number problems today, which is fantastic. In English, we have been looking at
the features of a non-chronological report and have started to plan our own non-chronological reports based on the
Victorians. We went on a hunt around the classroom to find out some facts about the Victorians and spent some
time reading some information books to get some inspiration.
We are all really looking forward to our trip next week and can’t wait to do some more work on the Victorians!

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
What an amazing week we’ve had again in Year 4 - this half term is truly flying by!
This week we have finally written about letters to Mr Ashman requesting changes to be made around the school.
We are all eagerly awaiting his response and we feel very proud of our work!
In maths we have been exploring tricky negative numbers and the children have been so determined to master
them! We have really enjoyed looking at different number lines and mastering counting back through zero.
In topic we have started to explore the life of the Victorians which the children have loved and they have been so
eager to learn facts about how it was to live in the Victorian times. We have started reading the book, ‘Street Child’
by Berlie Doherty which depicts the story of Jim Jarvis, the real child who inspired Dr Banardo to start his children’s
charity. We have only read a chapter but we’re already engrossed!
On Monday, we are going to Gressenhall! We are so excited. We would love for as many children as possible to be
dressed in Victorian dress for the day. Please wear appropriate footwear and bring a coat if it’s chilly! You will also
all need a pack lunch and a water bottle please.

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
Good afternoon everybody, I am Mr Grimmer. I am currently in my training year to become a teacher at the end of
it. This is my first time writing a school newsletter. My time so far at Rackheath has been absolutely amazing thanks
to all the staff and pupils. This week I have been teaching the class quite a bit which has been great!
In maths this week, we looked at solving addition and subtraction word problems. This was great to see how the
children would break down the questions and try to work out what the question was actually asking them to do. The
class worked really hard and well throughout the week in maths.
During English this week, we looked at writing some poetry as well as writing a letter to
Uncle Fred where we were persuading him to not kill the fox. Throughout the letter
writing, we looked at persuasive language a lot which the children really engaged with
(this was great!). I was really impressed with Elise and Honey during the Uncle Fred
letter writing. Their imagination was fantastic along with their overall presentation and
persuasive language.
Topic this week was focused around our bug hunt that we went on as a class. The bug
hunt focused on the children planting bug traps in the ground that we covered up with
soil and leaves / twigs. This would be revisited the following day where the children
would retrieve their bug traps whilst looking at what they have caught and then trying to
identify the different types of insects they discovered.
I am going to be in year 5 up until the spring term working alongside Mr Cavender. This will be great for me, as the
class are fantastic to work with as well as Mr Cavender and Mrs Howes.
P.S. Don’t forget that we have our school trip on the 22nd October and the children have been asked to come dressed
up as evacuees!

Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
Firstly, it was amazing to see so many parents and family members for our Class Assembly yesterday. I’m sure you
will all agree that the children did a fantastic job at telling you what they are looking forward to in Year 6, what jobs
they would like to do in the future as well as sharing lots of their fantastic pieces of work linked to Boy Overboard! In
Maths lessons this week, the children have looked at a variety of reasoning problems linked to addition and
subtraction. Although they were faced with tricky questions, they all persevered and were very motivated to
complete as many as possible! In Literacy, we identified and used relative clauses and then used this to start a
creative piece of writing linked to a picture – after the children had asked questions about it. Some of our afternoons
were focussed on the class assembly, where the children were brilliant at remembering their lines and reading them
aloud confidently. In Geography lessons, the children continued with their learning of Rackheath and compared its
key features to Norwich City Centre. We then had further lessons linked to 6-figure grid references on OS maps,
where they showed a fantastic understanding. Next week, we will continue our Science focus of classification and
will be using bug traps in and around the school field to then sort them into groups and learn important facts about
them. Let’s hope the weather is kind to us!

Well done to Year 3 who had
99%
attendance last week.

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

George Barcham Whole Class, Oscar Bunn
Harley Flanagan-Hudson, Joey Fairweather, Whole Class
Dolcie Pennycook, Maisie Finch, Harlan Halsey
Holly Trabelsi, Isabel Chilvers, Layla King-Knott
Natalia Lukaszewicz, Leo Pask, Amber Houston
All of Year 6, Holly Addison, Connor Youngs

Have a lovely weekend.
Chris Ashman

