Friday 1st October 2021
Volunteer Readers – Volunteers have always played an important
role in the school. Our FORS do a super job as do a small group of
volunteer readers. The pandemic meant that we had to stop having
volunteers in and now as we open up quite a few of our more
mature volunteers have not felt able to carry on for safety reasons.
As such we would love to add to our existing pool of volunteers who carry out the vital and
enjoyable task of hearing children read in school. If you are interested and would like to
find out more please email me at head@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk, depending on interest we
may then look to hold a meeting with all those interested in volunteering to hear the
children read.
Reception Visits September 2022 Intake
A flier went home with Bombers parents this week about visits to the school for
children starting in September 2022. Parents have the chance to be shown round
the school by a member of staff (usually Mr Ashman) in small groups. Please call
the office to arrange a date and time if you would like to visit.
The poster has also gone on the Rackheath Community Facebook Page. Please share if you know of
anyone with a child starting school in September 2022 who might like to look round.

School Trips
We have lots of trips coming up:
Thursday 7th October

How Hill (year 1 and 2)

Monday 11th October

Gressenhall (Year 4)

Wednesday 13th October

Gressenhall (year 3)

Friday 22nd October

Gressenhall (Year 5)

Tuesday November 2nd

How Hill (Year 3)

Monday 8th November

How Hill (Year 4)

Mon 8th- Fri 12th November Year 6 Residential to Aylmerton
All seven trips should be fantastic! Thanks to Mrs Pilbrow who had to re-book all the buses. Let’s just
hope they all have diesel.

School Office
Due to staffing the school office will not be operating fully on Tuesday 5th in
the morning and on Wednesday 6th all day. We will do our best to respond to
any calls and queries but please bear with us.
Show and Tell – The first one of our termly show and tells for each class is for Year 6 on Thursday 7 th
October. Parents should arrive at school by 2:30pm.
Y2 Show and Tell Date Change – We have had to move the Year 2 show and tell from Thursday 11th
to Tuesday 9th November.
School Lunches
This week we did have to move around a couple of the days on the school dinner menu
because of issues with deliveries. Given the current situation with supply chains and delivery
drivers it is possible this will happen again. We will always aim to give you as
much notice as we can of any changes. Sorry for any inconvenience caused.
Wednesday Roast will now be Roast Pork and not Beef

Year 4 Swimming Re-start – Year 4 will re-start swimming lessons on the
14th October. This was the earliest date we could get a bus able to
do the weekly run to Broadland.
Photographs - Tempest Photographers are in on Tuesday 12 th October to take individual
and sibling photographs for Reception up to Year 6.

Bikeabilty
This week we had our first groups of Year 5 and 6 children completing their
Bikeability training. The children started on the playground on Monday before
moving onto quiet roads, finishing on a busier road on Thursday. All the
children did really well and it was wonderful to hear from the trainers that all
the children had behaved fantastically well and were a pleasure to teach.
Harvest Donations
On Tuesday next week Rev. Darleen is coming in to take our Harvest Themed
assemblies. We have decided that rather than collecting goods for the Food Bank
this year we would ask if you could kindly give a donation to the Archbishops Fund
for the Refugee Crisis.
Bishop Graham says:
“The appalling plight of families fleeing Afghanistan has been deeply moving to watch. As we seek to welcome
some families to Norfolk and Waveney, I am relaunching the Bishop of Norwich’s refugee fund.
“This fund has given small grants to help with welcoming refugees from Syria and I am now extending it to
support Afghans. It does not duplicate support that is provided by the State or other charities but looks for

ways to help refugees settle. One example has been buying TV licences that help refugee families learn English
and understand British culture and entertainment.
Your generous support, in loving our suffering neighbours as Jesus asks of us, would be hugely appreciated at
this time. Thank you.”
Norfolk County Council (NCC) has asked us for help to enable them to respond to requests to donate
financially to refugees arriving in Norfolk. The Norwich Diocesan Board of Finance will administrate the
fund.

If you would like to make a donation would you, please send £1 (or more!) in with your child on
Tuesday. Money will be collected by class teachers. Donations will be collected and the total paid into
the fund.
Parent Teacher Evenings
This year these will be on zoom again. We have 3 days put aside for
parents evening meetings. These being Thursday 14th October, Tuesday
19th October and Wednesday 20th October. Each classes appointment times
will be slightly different and you will be able to book an appointment
through School Ping. Appointments will go live on Tuesday 5 th – you will
get a School Ping confirming this.

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk
This week has gone by so quickly and the children have worked very hard.
In Literacy we have started to learn the initial sounds m as in mountain, a as in apple, s as in snake and d as
in dinosaur. The children were very excited to receive their sound boxes and Home School Learning books
today.
In maths we have been ordering objects by their size and using the words small, medium, big, shorter,
longer, short, long and tall.
In topic we have been talking about who lives in our home, showing each other respect, discussing what
jobs our parents have and what we would like to do when we are older. We had a lot of Police Officers!
Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
This week, we have been recapping the sounds ‘oo’ (poo at the zoo) and ‘oo’ (look at a book). In English,
we have been looking at the book, ‘The Bee Who Spoke’. We pretended to be Belle, living in Paris and
looking out of her window, to write a list poem. We thought about Belle as a character, and what our most
treasured possessions are. We wrote beautiful sentences independently.
In Maths, we have been thinking about the concept of ‘greater than’, ‘less than’ and ‘equal to’. We have
used lots of different toys and number lines to explore this. We then introduced the symbols <, >, = and

used these to write number sentences. We pretended the symbols were crocodile mouths that always
want to eat the bigger number!
As part of Rackheath Rocks, we have moved onto our Science focus and have been looking at animals and
their habitats. We also discussed food chains. We made our own food chain using paper tubes with
different animals on; the tubes slotted inside each other as the animals ate their way along the food chain.
We demonstrated excellent cutting and sticking skills doing this!
In RE, we have been learning about three different religions (Jewish, Christian and Muslim) and have
looked at artefacts from those religions. We thought about what religion is, and looked at religious
buildings.
Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
We have had a lovely week again in Year 2 with lots of hard work and good learning.
In English we have revisited some of our sounds in phonics as well as learning about soft c and hard c. The
children began a new book with Miss Magee on Tuesday called ‘The Bee who Spoke’. It is set in Paris and
we have enjoyed learning about some of the famous buildings in this beautiful City. The children have
written in response to the first illustration in the book and to paintings and photographs of street scenes.
They have thought about adding detail to their sentences and using adjectives.
In maths we have continued to work hard on partitioning 2 digit numbers. We have also practised counting
in 2s, 5s and 10s which is a good skill to focus on at home. The children have enjoyed a PE lesson with Mrs
Bird, art with Miss Magee, learnt a song for our Harvest Assembly next week, listened to some African
music and thought more about the Creation Story from the Bible.
Lots of children have been changing their books this week – thank you for supporting them with their
reading at home.
Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
As you all know, in Year 3 there is a big emphasis on independent learning and as part of this, we have
been working really hard to improve our listening skills this week in class. We have already made some
wonderful progress and I can see just from the amount of work that the children have produced in Maths
and English that their listening skills are really improving! We will continue to focus on this next week and
so any activities grownups do at home, such as asking the children to follow instruction and answering
questions about the TV show they’ve just watched, will really help us to achieve this goal.
In maths, the children have been doing a great job at comparing numbers using the greater than, less than,
and equal to signs and have been learning how to put numbers in ascending and descending order. In
English, we have been focussing on grammar, revising vowels and consonants and learning when to use a
and an correctly. We have also been doing some work on prepositions and singing lots of songs to help us
learn them! Next week, we will be starting to learn about the Victorians, in preparations for our trip to
Gressenhall, which I am really excited about! 
Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
I feel like Fridays come round very quickly in Year 4 – time flies when you’re having fun!
This week, we have been looking at letters of persuasion. The class are very excited to write letters to Mr
Ashman to encourage him to allow us to make some changes around the school. I expect that they will be
very successful as their letters are already incredibly persuasive and their ideas are amazing!

In maths, we have been exploring some problem solving using rounding and today we have been looking at
Roman numerals. On top of that, we have started to explore the Victorian topic by looking at times lines
and ordering dates using our place value knowledge!
Next week, we will be finishing our persuasive letters before starting work on setting description through
the story of Oliver Twist. I am very exciting to share picture book versions of the story with the class and
begin to consider what it was like living in Victorian times!
Don’t forget that it’s our Gressenhall trip on Monday 11th October – you need to start thinking about your
Victorian costume! If any parents are available and would like to join us for the day, please let us know!

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
It has been a strange week in year 5 as we have had a large group of children out of the classroom at
different points of the day with their cycling training so the classroom has seemed rather empty!
In maths we have been continuing on with our work on the formal method for addition and subtraction. In
English we have written a diary entry based on the character in our book after he has seen the Midnight
fox – we were really impressed with their work.
In topic, we have started to look at living things and how to
classify them by using a classification chart – this is in
preparation for out bug hunt on Tuesday and Wednesday of
next week (the children will need wellies or spare trainers
for this.
Finally, as I mentioned at the start, a large number of our
children were on their bikes this week learning how to
safely ride on the roads around Rackheath. The instructors
from Bikeability were incredibly complimentary of our
children, praising them for their manners, attitude to learning and their listening skills. A massive well done
to this group of children!
Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
The Year 6 children have worked extremely hard this week and Ms Holmes and I have been proud of the
progress they have made. In Maths lessons, we have looked at positive and negative numbers and then
answered a range of word problems linked to this area. Towards the end of the week, the children
recapped their knowledge of column addition and subtraction. In Literacy lessons, the children finished
their descriptive diary entries linked to our class book, Boy Overboard. They then researched some
adventurous vocabulary to find out their definitions. These words were then used to describe images of
refugee camps. The children gathered this information to complete a poem as though they were a
refugee. A variety of their work linked to our class book will be shared next Thursday at our ‘Show and
Tell’ class assembly at 2:30pm. In a range of Geography lessons, the children continued to research
Rackheath and listed its key features to compare with Norwich City Centre. They then looked at an OS
Map of Rackheath and were able to understand symbols and interpret a six-figure grid reference. In
Science, we discussed the characteristics of vertebrates and the children were able to classify them into
five main groups. We also learnt to ‘sketch like a scientist’ in an art lesson. I’d like to also say a massive
well done to the children who took part in Bikeability. Both instructors commented on the children’s
outstanding behaviour and listening.

Well done to Reception who had
100%
attendance last week.

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Have a lovely weekend.
Chris Ashman

Isobel Fisher, Mila Pask, Alfie Fowler
Cara Rayner, Emily Smith, Freya Key
Maxwell Sweatman, Honey Allard, Isaac Rynn
Mia Yallop, Lexi-Louise, Austin Wigley
Lacey Hudson, Logan Phoenix, Jessica Lines
Corey Carpenter, Lily Key, Lennon Baker

