
 
 
 

 
 
 

Friday 24th September 2021 

 

It has been lovely to be able to focus on learning and teaching and our curriculum since 
September.  As such we have been able to re-establish aspects of our day to day practice across 
the school.  With that in mind I thought that in some newsletters it would be useful to introduce 
some of these things.  The theme this week is:  
 

Our Whole School Focus (WSF) For a Fortnight  

 

In school we normally have a theme for the whole school that runs for 

a fortnight or so and is a focus for the whole school and referred to in 

class and in assemblies as well as being a focus of Star, Angel, 

Diamond.  For the last 3 weeks we’ve been looking at “starting the 

new term well.” 

 

For the next few weeks our focus for classrooms and the wider school is on being 

Positive, Peaceful and Purposeful (calm and kind).  For everyone in the community 

this is about coming in to school with a “can do” attitude and a smile on your face!  

It’s about the learning and teaching time being purposeful and everyone having high 

expectations and it is also about the school being a kind and peaceful (not necessarily 

quiet!) place.   

 

 

Rackheath Rocks - Last Friday really was a lovely day!  Everyone had a brilliant 

time.  The children loved the bouncy castles and the assault courses and it was 

fantastic to see them all having so much fun (I enjoyed my go on them too!).  The 

picnic was also lovely and it was great to see the children all outside together 

enjoying the food and the sun.  Lots of classes enjoyed their disco time and we 

rounded a perfect day off with an ice cream!  Thank you to everyone involved. 

Especially the FORS helpers and Mr Cavender who organised the timetable for the 

day. 



School Council and Eco-Committee Elections 
 

This week the children in Key Stage 2 have been voting for their representatives for school council 
and the eco-committee.  Everyone who put themselves forward produced excellent speeches.  
Well done to you all! 
 
After the class vote our new school council who will be working with Mrs Goddard for 2021-22 is: 
 
•   Year 3 – Rachel Bryan and Maxwell Sweatman  
•   Year 4 – Jayden Atkinson and Isabel Chilvers 
•   Year 5 – Alice Tandy and Olivia Hough 
•   Year 6 – Olivia Chandler and Jack Unsworth 
 
After the class vote our eco-committee who will be working with Mrs Milligan for 2021-22 is: 
 
•   Year 3 – Mia Richards and Ben Ketland 
•   Year 4 – Olive Campion and Reid Sheldon-Smillie  
•   Year 5 – Amber Houston and Natalia Lukaszewicz 
•   Year 6 – Ava Woodcock and Harvey Moore  
 
The results were part of our Star, Angel, Diamond assembly, where the children were presented 
with their badges.  Well done to all of you!  
 

Local Walks 
Year 2, 3 and 4 have all been out on local walks.  The children have been learning about Rackheath 
and especially thinking about the make-up of the village in terms of the different land use.  I 
enjoyed walking with Year 3 who had some excellent ideas and were also very sensible and 
brilliantly behaved (as were the other classes).  A big thank you to all the parents and other family 
members who helped out!  

 
 

Bikeabilty – Next week we have our first group of Year 5 and 6 

children starting their Bikeability Training.  This is a really 

important skill to learn and I’m really pleased that we have 2 

groups taking their Bikeability course this year.  

 
 

Harvest Service 

On Tuesday 5th October Reverend Darleen is coming into school for our harvest 

celebrations.  She will be leading two harvest services for the different key 

stages.  This year rather than collecting tins of food we are asking for donations 

to go to the Bishops Appeal for Afghan Refugees. 

 
 
Parent Teacher Evenings – This year these will be on zoom again.  We have 3 days put aside for 
parents evening meetings.  These being Thursday 14th October, Tuesday 19th October and 
Wednesday 20th October.  Each classes appointment times will be slightly different and you will be 
able to book an appointment through school ping.  We will let you know closer the time when 
appointments go live.  
 



Support for children with additional special educational needs and disabilities  (SEND) 

As SENco within the school, it is my duty to support our learners with additional needs. I wanted to update 

you on a few new parts of our provision for this year.  

In school, we have invested in a new SEN tracking system called ‘provision maps’, with the intention of being 

able to group together all provision we provide- from support in English to support to getting dressed for 

swimming! At parents evening, parents of a child who is already identified with an additional need will be 

introduced to our new target system which allows for parents to have a more open picture of the areas that 

their child is learning.  

As school returns to some level of normality we are so excited that the new freedoms allow us to support 

children in the ways were used too. Our incredible team of teaching assistants are able to run the 

interventions they used to and we are working hard to get these up and running. Also, I have more freedom 

around the school which is allowing me to observe children in their learning and get to know our learners 

with an SEN in the way I used too!  

After parents evening, I will be holding a virtual drop in session for any parents who would like to discuss 

their child with me. This will be on Tuesday 2nd November between 1pm and 5.30pm. If you would like to 

book a slot, please contact the school office.  

In the meantime, if you have any questions or queries at all please don’t hesitate to contact me.  I am 

available between 1pm and 5pm on Tuesdays and 10am and 1pm on Thursday. If you’d like to discuss 

anything with me, please contact the school office.  

Thanks 

Mrs Watson 

 
Rockheath Orchestra – Rockheath starts next Friday, 1st October.  It will be 
amazing to hear so many of our talented musicians all playing together in one 
place! 
 

 

Swimming – Unfortunately due to circumstances outside of our 

control we had to cancel swimming this week. We have an issue 

with booking a bus so will let you know when this will resume. 
 

 

Retro Alley Uniform Shop - Retro Alley are returning to school for 

another pop up shop on Wednesday 27th September. They will be 

in school from 3pm. 

                       



 

 

 
 
 
Reception 
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk 
This week has passed by so quickly. The children have really settled in and are enjoying their learning.  In maths we 
have been introduced to Numicon.  This is a wonderful counting resource.  So far we have used numbers 1 to 4. 

 1  2  3  4  

We have also been practicing writing these numbers and counting all the way to 20.  Perhaps you would like to sing 
some number rhymes together at home.  

In Literacy we have been using our listening ears! We have listened for sounds within the classroom, the outdoor 
area and guess the musical instrument. 

On Thursday afternoon we had a visit from our buddies so we played together within the classroom and in the 
outdoor area.  

 

Year 1 
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk  and  jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk 
This week, Year 1 have really settled back into school.  We have been trying to learn our home addresses as part of 
Rackheath Rocks this week.  We are writing letters about our favourite things to do at school to put in an envelope 
with our address on for our grown-ups to enjoy.  So far, the things we have loved the most are listening to stories, 
playing in the Wild Area, playing with our friends, and writing! 

We have been practising the sounds ‘igh’ (fly high) and ‘ow’ (blow the snow) in Phonics this week, and enjoyed doing 
Dough Disco to strengthen the muscles in our hands ready for writing.  We continue to retell the story of Little Red 
Riding Hood and made Wanted! posters for the Big Bad Wolf. 

In Maths, we really impressed our teachers with finding ‘one more’ and ‘one less’.  We were so confident and used 
big numbers!  We used number tracks, ten frames, hundred squares (and even bowling!) to help us. 

 

Year 2 
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk 
After a fabulous celebration day last Friday with bouncy castles and assault courses, picnic, ice-cream and dancing, 
this week has been one of new routines and lots of hard work! 

The children have enjoyed sitting back in groups and also having a large carpet space to gather for both learning and 
to share snack time and stories together. 

Mrs Bird and I have loved being able to hear every child read in guided reading groups.  Hopefully the children have 
enjoyed this time to!  In Year 2 all of the children bring their own book home to read but we read from a different 
one in guided reading.  

In maths the children have delighted and surprised us with their excellent ability to place numbers on empty number 
lines. We have enjoyed a new counting song in which as well as practising counting to 100 we have been introduced 
to thousands, millions and billions!! 

In English we have continued to share and enjoy poems from our book as well as writing our own, ‘Do not’ poem. 
Please ask your child to tell you some of their ideas as they have been fantastic. 
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Yesterday we enjoyed a lovely village walk and today the children have worked hard to draw picture maps of their 
walk. 

All this and we have also fitted in our spelling test, some phonics revision, handwriting, RE, PE and lots of stories. 

 
Year 3 
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk  
The children have been working incredibly hard in year 3 this week. We have been continuing our work on place 
value in maths, by adding 1, 10 and 100 and placing numbers up to 1000 on a number line. The children have loved 
playing the number line game (which can be found on mathsframe.com) and for the first time ever, two children 
managed to place the number perfectly on the number line! In English, we have started to write our letters to Mr 
Ashman about improvements we would like to see around the school and will continue with this next week.  

On Wednesday, we went on a wonderful local walk around the school and completed a survey to find out how land 
is used around Rackheath. It was lovely to take the children on mini trip around the village and to hear all of the 
stories about what they get up to around the village - Jason’s fish and chip shop seems to be a very popular place! 
Today we created a pie chart to represent the data we had collected and will be looking at this in more detail next 
week.  

 

Year 4 

hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk        
Before our star, angel and diamond assembly this afternoon the class were 
trying to predict who would be awarded the certificates this week. They 
were all in agreement that it was really hard to choose just three of our 
Year 4 team because we have all had such a great week- I couldn’t agree 
more! 

As their teacher, I feel like Year 4 have really settled and cracked on this 
week. We have been learning about rounding numbers in maths, using our 
place value knowledge to support us. In English, we wrote our first Year 4 
extended piece of writing; a diary entry that used a picture from 
‘Belonging’ as its inspiration. Then to top it all off - we have had our 
amazing topic work all around our local walk on Monday. What an 
incredibly busy week we’ve had and how many amazing learning 
opportunities and chances to feel proud about ourselves.  Well done! 

Next week, we will be finishing off our Geography work and beginning our 
work on the Victorians in topic. In Maths, we are going to be continuing to 
explore place value and in English we will be writing formal letters. 

Don’t forget, reading books need to be handed in to be marked on Monday 
morning please!  

 
Year 5 
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk 
 We are fully into the swing of things now in year 5 – and I am really starting to work the children!  In maths we have 

been looking at negative numbers and have then moved onto our formal method for subtracting known as column 

subtraction.  Why not ask them to see if they can explain it to you.  

In English we have continued on with our work linked to the Midnight Fox.  Our focus has been on newspaper 

writing based on our first sighting of the fox and they produced some excellent pieces of work.  Today, 8 of the 

children had the opportunity to do some cooking as they made the ‘Petie Burkis Special’ – a bread stuffed with 

gurkins, spam, sausage and cheese!  Most of the children loved it – but as you can see from the pictures below not 

all did!  
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In topic we have started to think about Rackheath and the human and physical features that can be found here.  The 

children should have brought home a letter about our trip to Gressenhall – this form needs to be returned by 

Wednesday 29th.  If you do not have one, then please pop in to see me.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 6  
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk 
It’s been another super week in Year 6, where the children have continued to work extremely hard.  In Maths 
lessons, we have ordered decimal numbers before moving onto rounding whole numbers to the nearest 1, 10, 100 
and 1000.  The children then opened their own shops and decided on a range of products to sell.  After choosing 
their starting prices, the children were able to round these amounts of money to the nearest tenth (10p) as well as 
to the nearest £1, £10 and £100.  In Literacy lessons, we recapped our knowledge of conjunctions and homophones, 
before planning a detailed diary entry linked to our class book Boy Overboard.  In our Topic lessons, to link to 
‘Rackheath Rocks’ the children studied the area of Rackheath including looking at its history, area, population and 
density.  I was also very impressed by the behaviour and work rate of all of the children in our Ukulele and Mandarin 
lessons on Tuesday.  On Thursday, the children got to visit their buddies again in Reception and everyone had a 
fantastic time!  I would like to say a massive thank you to both children and parents with regards to this week’s 
homework and reading journals.  There have been so many brilliant comments and the standard of work has been 
excellent.  
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Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children 
who got their certificates in assembly today. 
 

 STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS 
Year 1 Parker Ward, Hunter Page, Edie Nicholls 

Year 2 Ayla Morgan, Iris Campion, Olivia Crisford 

Year 3 Jacob Viner, Ellis Tomsett, Olivia Hogarth 

Year 4 George Finch, Libby Buckingham, Jayden Atkinson 

Year 5 Sasha Muzembe, Deanna Read, Lila Ing 

Year 6 Luke Burrows, Olivia Chandler, Joseph Tandy 

 

Have a lovely weekend 

Chris Ashman 

Well done to Year 2 who had  

100%  

attendance last week! 


