Wednesday 21st July 2021

As we come to the end of a year like no other I couldn’t be more proud to work in such an
incredible community. I am so grateful to everyone in the community for their support in
what has been a hugely challenging year. A huge heartfelt thank you to all of the
amazing children, wonderful staff and incredible families that make up the Rackheath
community.
At the end of the year I would normally list off some of the amazing events that have
taken place over the year. We still have quite a few things I could mention; all the great
learning and teaching in school and remotely, the Horstead and Aylmerton Trips, the
camp out, music, clubs, leavers events, sports fixtures, concerts, author visits, water and
snowball fights to name just a few.
This year I would like to focus on all the incredible qualities everyone in the community has
demonstrated:
· We have been brave
· We have been resilient
· We have been problems solvers
· We have helped our friends
· We have tried new things
· We have learnt things about ourselves
· We have been flexible
· We have been amazing
Today we said goodbye to Miss Farrow who is leaving to start teacher training in
September. Miss Farrow has been in the school since September 2019 and has shown
herself to be incredibly adaptable, unflappable and a brilliant member of the Rackheath
team. We will miss her and wish her all the best with her teacher training. Fortunately, it
won’t be too long until we see Miss Farrow again. As she will be based with us in the
Spring Term of her teacher training year. We are pleased to welcome Mr Palmer who
starts work with us in September taking Miss Farrow’s roles

Wedding Bells!
Over the summer break there is the exciting news of a staff wedding
as Miss Hughes is getting married. Huge congratulations to her and her
husband to be. We all hope you have an amazing day. You certainly deserve it
especially with all changes of plans you have had to go through. We look
forward to welcoming the future Mrs Watson back to school in September!

Year 6 leavers
I have been so impressed with our Year 6 cohort this year. They really are an amazing group of
children. They have missed out on a lot of the usual things we do in year 6 but through it all have
shown a fabulous attitude. It has been wonderful that we have been able to hold the Camp Out,
visit Aylmerton and complete many of the usual leaver’s events towards the end of the year.
I was lucky enough to see the live performance of their play, The Keymaster, which they
completed in one take! It was fantastic and all the families are in for a treat when they get to see
the recorded performance. With that in mind I need to say a huge thank
you to Brian Gardner who recorded the performance as well as putting
together the Leaver’s DVD which he does every year!
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Edwards and Ms
Holmes for all the fantastic work they have done this year.

Across the school we also say goodbye to Alfie,
Amber-Lily, Skyla and Oscar. Good luck in the
future all of you.

After a few false starts we were finally able to finish the sports days last Tuesday. All the
children enjoyed the events and showed great team work and sportsmanship. After all the
results were totalled up the Blues of Barton were the winners!

A few weeks ago all the classes took part in a Race for Life.
We now know that in total we raised a brilliant £1471.70. Well
done everyone!

Inspiring Norfolk is a website https://www.inspiringnorfolk.co.uk/ packed to
the brim with videos and resources from across the county to help inspire
Norfolk children about the place they live in. Every video has challenges for children to
undertake, these can be used by families over the holidays. These cover the breadth of
Norfolk and a wide variety of subjects and key stages.

Rackheath V Poringland Football Matches
Over the last few weeks we held 2 return football fixtures with Poringland. The
games were played in a great spirit and lots of skill was in show in both
games. The final scores were 4-1 to Poringland in the boy’s game and 3-0
to Rackheath in the girl’s game.

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk
What a year - we are so proud of our Reception class! The children have
worked very hard throughout the year, learning to write their names,
learning to read and write 49 sounds! They are now able to write
sentences. Reception have had fun learning lots of maths skills including,
adding, subtracting, sharing and grouping. Most importantly, they have
learned how to work as a team, to be gentle, kind and helpful, to be
honest and listen to each other. All of the adults who work in our
Reception classroom will be very sorry to see the children leave but we
know they will make excellent Y1s. Have the best Summer Reception –
You are all superstars! 

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
Wow! We cannot believe that it is the end of Year 1! A huge congratulations to all your children. They are all
amazing, and have dealt with two incredibly difficult years so well. With a year of a mixture of home learning,
isolations and in-school teaching it has certainly been a different year for all of us. Here’s hoping for a settled Year
2!
We have still been busy recapping our split digraphs, finishing the story of The Storm Whale, and telling the time
to the nearest half hour. We really enjoyed inventing a new game for the main character, Noi, to play when he
was bored.
We have ended the year celebrating our massive achievements and looking ahead to Year 2. Over the last week
and a half, we have enjoyed watching Reception’s Sports Day, we harvested and ate some of our own-grown food,
and on the last day we ate cake! We looked back on our favourite topics and memories from the year. We had
great fun choosing certificates for our friends based on what we think they might be when they’re older!
Have a fantastic summer, stay safe, and give us a wave when you’re in Year 2. Enjoy!

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
The last few days have flown by and it is hard to believe that this is the last day of the school year and my last day
with the lovely Year 2s. They have been a fantastic class, full of enthusiasm for learning, each making great
individual progress despite having a disrupted year. They are also a kind, caring, considerate and thoughtful class
who have really looked after both each other, and me. As have you as parents, I truly value your support and
kindness throughout this year.
In the last week or so we have played lots of dice games in maths, finished our SRE lessons, learnt more about
Japan including finding out about the Tokyo Olympics and painting cherry blossom trees. The children have
started end of year maths and English books as well as summer activity books. You now have these at home and
some children might like to finish them in the holidays, as well as keeping up with their reading! We have enjoyed
lots of Japanese folk tales and time playing outside.
The children are exhausted now and ready for a good holiday! It certainly has been a crazy year and I am very
grateful for the more normal 30 years of teaching I have had prior to the last two! Nevertheless I have absolutely
loved getting to know both you and your children and will miss you all. Take good care, have a relaxing and
enjoyable holiday. I very much look forward to catching up with your children in the corridor or on the playground
in September to hear what they got up to.
Mrs G x

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
It has been another crazy year, but I am so incredibly proud of each and every child in year 3 as they have tackled
and accomplished every new challenge and adventure presented to them, from stepping up to their first year in
Key Stage 2, to the fun and games of home learning and zoom lessons. The children have done it all with a smile
on their face and positive attitude throughout and I cannot thank them enough for being such a wonderful class!
Last week in English, we finished our amazing double page informative pieces of writing, gathering all of the
information we have learnt about the Mayans; adding pictures and ‘Did you know?’ sections to make them stand
out and look as professional as possible. We then finished learning about measurement in maths and designed
and create our own Mayan masks in topic. The children also presented their pieces of homework and we spent
time looking at all of the brilliant photos and videos that had been emailed to me and posted on the Facebook
page. This week, we have finished the term with some fun lessons, completing multiplication colour by numbers;
writing about our favourite parts of the year and having a movie afternoon complete with popcorn and party
rings!
Finally, I want to say thank you to all of the grownups for their continued support in what can only be described as
a hectic year. I hope you all have a relaxing and enjoyable summer with your families and I look forward to
hearing about the adventures that await in year 4. Miss Hornagold x

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
Year 4- what can I say?!
What an amazing year we’ve had together (and some of it apart!)
The last week has been exceptionally special for me as you threw me the
most amazing surprise wedding reception ever. I have told you before about
the emotion of ‘happy tears’ and that’s exactly what I was talking about! I
am so grateful to you all and so excited that your amazing art work will be
on display on our wedding day in August. Mr Watson and I had the best time

looking through them all nand I promise I will get some photos for you and post them on the facebook group.
Thank you so much!
I also want to mention your truly incredible effort on your home learning this half term. I have been so impressed
by the amount of effort you have all put in to the work you have completed and I have loved our home work
shares where you have been able to proudly tell us all about everything you
have done! Well done team!
Through out the year, you have been outstanding; brave, resilient, hilarious, a
bit loopy, hard working and determined and you have done yourselves (and
us!) so proud. Mr Cavender is going to be so lucky to have you next year!
Have a great summer everyone- I will miss you all so much!

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
WHAT A YEAR!! I want to start by saying a big thank you to this class as I think they have been stars and I’ve
absolutely loved teaching them!
We started the week of with our final round of cooking – now all of the children have had a go at making
something. This week they made Banana muffins, followed by giant sausage rolls (as the children voted this as a
favourite!) The muffins went down a treat! A massive thank you to Mrs Spurling, who took this whole class
cooking project on and got every child involved!

We also got to taste some more of the fruit and veg that we planted earlier in the year. Potatoes were first up,
which was made into a very tasty potato salad. Several children wouldn’t stop eating it! Unfortunately, only one
strawberry is ready so we picked a name out of the Pot of Truth and Lennon was our taster! He said it was
delicious!

During the week we have been completing some maths investigations through trial and error. I have included one
below for you to have a go if you wish.

You can only use the numbers 1
– 8 and you can only use each
number once!

In RSE we have continued our talks about internet safety by discussing our responsibilities and our rights. We
looked at the apps we are using and the information that we share; we also talked about how quickly images can
be shared without us knowing.
After the horrific abuse that was received by some of our England heroes, we decided to make them the focus of
our artwork by using sketching pencils to draw them. Simply put, I was amazed by their work! Hopefully, every
child has brought home a copy of their drawing, with our own anti-racism slogan around the outside.

Rhys

Ollie

Harry

Finally, we finished the school year on a bit of a sad note – as many of you know, Skyla will be leaving us and
moving to her new school. We will miss her greatly but we know she will love it (and they will love her!) To mark
this occasion, we had a Skyla disco party games, dancing and songs to describe her! Good luck Skyla – you will be
amazing!

Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
It’s certainly been a challenging couple of years for everyone, but I could not
have asked for a better year group to have taught during this time! All of the
children should be incredibly proud of themselves. They have been kind,
supportive and have persevered throughout a range of tasks. One particular
thing that Ms Holmes, Mr Ashman and I have noticed about this year group, is
the fact they have remained positive and understanding. During earlier times in
the year, it wasn’t certain whether we could go to Aylmerton, or have a camp
out, or perform in a Leavers’ Play, but not a single person complained.
I shall never forget this year group, along with so many of the fun and unique
activities we have completed. Who would have thought two years ago that I’d
be trying to teach algebra at home via something called Zoom whilst my dog
was either biting my ankle or barking over the top of me? It will be very sad to
see this class move to high school (my first ever year group that I’ve taught for
two years) but I know they are more than ready
for this transition. If they keep up their
outstanding work rate, resilience, positive
attitudes and forget my terrible jokes, they will
succeed at high school and beyond! Ms Holmes and I would like to thank all of the
parents and family members for their brilliant support. You have all been
amazing!
We also wish all of Year 6s the best of luck for the future.

Attendance – Well done to
Reception who had 100%
attendance for the week starting
12th July. Well done Reception.
Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Isobel Fisher, Mila Pask, Charlie Rice
Sophie Norman, Anya Murley, The Whole Class
Honey Allard, The Whole Class, Ben Ketland
The Whole Class, Holly Trabelsi, Reid Sheldon-Smillie, Lacey Bull, Darla
Youngs, Layla King Knott, Mia Yallop, Austin Wigley
Archie Judge, Ralph Moll, The Whole Class
Year 4
Skyla Downing, Harry Spaul, Ollie Brett
Year 5
The Whole Class are Stars, Angels and Diamonds
Year 6
Good luck to everyone going to new schools. Have a fantastic summer break and we look forward to seeing
everyone on Monday 6th September.

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3

Chris Ashman

