Friday 28th May 2021

Apart from the weather it has been a lovely half term. It has been great to have
everyone back in school through the half term. Our attendance for the term has been
98.5% which is excellent. Staff have been very impressed with the progress the children
have made with their work as well as with their general attitude and approach to
learning.
It has been lovely to have groups going out on trips, hold assemblies together outside,
have music teachers into school and have other events like swimming take place.
I very much enjoyed the chance to spend this Thursday at Horstead with Year 3. Once
again the children had a fantastic time. The class enjoyed crate stacking (where in pairs
the children aim to go as high as they can by stacking crates on top of each other – you
do have a harness on!), the low rope course and team challenges. Today the children
are going canoeing amongst other things.
We very much hope that the next half term will continue in the same way as we hopefully
continue on the path to a return to how school was before the pandemic. We already
have lots of sporting events planned including some football matches for Year 6 as well as
visits to Horstead and the Year 6 Camp Out. Hopefully we will add to this list as the term
progresses.

Chance to Shine Cricket
Year’s 1 to 4 have Chance To Shine Cricket with Kevin Denmark
starting again on Wednesday 9th June. He will be with us for 4 weeks
working with Year 1, 2, 3 and 4. The dates he will be in are 9th June,
16th June, 23rd June and 7th July. On those dates children will need to
wear their PE kit to school.

Tennis Edge Coaching Days
When we return after Half Term, on Monday 7th and
Tuesday 8th June, each class will be lucky enough to have a
tennis coaching session with Tennis Edge. Please make sure
your child wears P.E. kit on the Monday (Years 1-5) or
Tuesday (Years R and 6).

Football Matches – On the 8th June 6 are playing Poringland in a football
match at home. On the 22nd the girl’s team are playing the same school, again at
home. It’s great that a little bit of school sport is coming back!

Year 2 Football and Year 6 Cricket
After half term football clubs for Year 3 to year 6 will stop. They are being replaced
with a football club for Year 2 on a Monday and a cricket club for Year 6 on a
Friday. The last time I checked there were still spaces at both clubs. More details
and a link to sign up were sent via SchoolPing last week. The deadline to sign up
via ping is today!!

Bombers
bombers@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
It has been a very busy half term in Bombers and the children have been amazing settling back happily after
some very difficult times. They are so excited to be back with their friends. We have seen some lovely sharing
and turn taking and lots of imaginative play. We planted some herbs which some of the children made labels for
and made a ‘skittle’ game out of plastic bottles which we made numbers 1-10 to stick on.
The children going up to school in September have met the reception team and we are hopeful to be able to visit
the school at some point before the summer break with restrictions easing slightly particularly the outside space
to explore. They are rapidly outgrowing our Bombers now and will relish a new environment with more space.
Hopefully we can finally look forward to the promise of better weather so we may need sun hats and sun cream
applied on return after half term (let’s hope so anyway!). Can we just remind you that all belongings be named.
Wishing you all a lovely half term and fingers crossed that the sun shines.

Reception
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk
Happy half term holidays everyone. Enjoy your week off and hopefully we are going to receive some sunshine.
This week in maths we have been learning all about 3d shapes. See if your child can recognize a cone, cube,
cuboid, cylinder, pyramid and sphere in their local environment. We have been using the language of vertices,
edges and faces to describe them.
In Literacy this week we have been the learning the sound ‘oo’ as in shook, book, look, cook, foot and took.
Everyone has done a fantastic job at looking at the sounds within the words to read them.
In topic we have been learning about seeds. On Thursday we planted some seeds in our outdoor area and we
used the words root, stem, leaves, flower and seed as we watched a runner bean grow. On Friday we have cut
up different fruits and vegetables to see the seeds inside them. We looked at the size, shape and colour. What a
variation there is.

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
Another half term done! We hope you all have a lovely break, with
plenty of time to rest. We will see you for the last half term in Year 1!
This week we have really enjoyed measuring weight, mass, capacity
and volume. We have used balance scales to compare the weights
of toys, and to see how many cubes they weigh the same as. We
have looked at which containers hold more or less and how they can
be empty, full, half-full or a quarter-full.
We have been learning
about contractions in Literacy, and we enjoyed the ‘Squeeze OMatic’ on the whiteboard squeezing two words into one with an
apostrophe to replace the missing letters, e.g. ‘she will’ into ‘she’ll’.
We completed our work on poetry by writing our own poems about
the seaside and by illustrating poems about nature.
In Topic time, we have looked at how transport has changed from
long ago to now. We liked the Penny Farthing bicycle and the first
car! We decided it is much easier to travel to where we want to go
in the modern world!
Please remember to send a coat or raincoat in every day after Half
Term. Even the loveliest of mornings can turn during the day and we do like to go outside in all weathers!

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
It seems hard to believe that we have been back at school for seven weeks and the Half Term Holiday is here –
hopefully bringing some sunshine with it!
Year 2 have had another busy week of learning. They have finished reading The Secret Sky Garden and
considered whether or not Zoo and Funni should keep it a secret or share it with others. In maths they have
been learning how to describe position and direction using vocabulary such as forwards, backwards, left, right,
full turn, half turn, quarter turn, clockwise and anti-clockwise.
In topic work we learnt about toys and school in Victorian times. The children have also enjoyed some Cosmic
Yoga, and having finished reading Charlie and the Chocolate Factory enjoyed watching the original version of the
film.

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
Year 3 have had the most AMAZING time at Horstead! Each and every child gave it
their all in every activity, laughed and giggled all the way through and represented
the school brilliantly, with their fantastic behaviour, manners and enthusiasm. On
the first day, the children took part in some tricky team challenges, which tested
their communication and cooperation skills; worked in pairs to see how high they
could get with crate stacking (although I think most of them preferred the swinging
in the air once they fell off!) and finally, were able to test their balancing skills and
coordination on the low ropes. Today, year 3 had a wonderful time canoeing down
the river, cooking over the fire and doing some beautiful environmental art. More
pictures will follow after the half term!
All of year 3 are being awarded the STAR, ANGEL and DIAMOND certificates!!

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
This week has been another amazing week, we have crammed in so much learning! Our theme for the week was
‘Rocks and Soils’ and the children have loved learning all about igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks.
We had a really wonderful day on Wednesday, testing the properties of rocks to see if they were durable or
permeable.
Not only have the class been working their socks off in class, they have also completely smashed their homework
this half term. We really enjoyed our homework share today where we looked at all the emailed and posted
pictures and videos of the learning that’s taken place. I know the children loved getting to show off their
learning and we loved seeing it all too! Not only that, but we have also given 49 times table certificates in the
last two weeks! Well done Year 4- you really are amazing.
We hope you all have a well-deserved break and enjoy some relaxation time with your friends and family.

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
What a last week of the term we have had – despite the dreadful weather! Everything that we have planted is
doing so well that Mrs Spurling has had to take them home over half term as they are now too big for our little
greenhouse – watch this space for more pictures after half term!
In maths, we have been using our +, -, x and ÷ skills to solve word problems and it was interesting! Many of the
children were not sure on some of the language (such as fewer) but we got there in the end. In literacy, we have
just reached the point in the book where the Endurance has sunk. To mark this, we wrote entries into our log
books describing our thoughts and feelings – Joseph’s was particularly moving. We also wrote motivational
speeches and performed them whilst dressed up in thick winter clothing to imagine we were actually there –
Jack U hit the mark and got us all motivated by shouting “NOW BRING OUT THE BEER!” at the end of his speech!
In the afternoon lessons we have been planning and researching a trip to Baghdad and then writing a postcard
home telling our family members what we have been up to – I was surprised to find out that only 5 children had
ever written one!
Time for a well-deserved rest over half term – but try to keep up the reading!

Ava’s speech on stained paper!

Jack U all dressed up, ready for Antarctica!

Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
It’s hard to believe that we are now half way through the Summer term. The weather for most of this week has
made it feel more like January! As always, the children have been brilliantly behaved and the quality of their
work has been very impressive. At the beginning of the week, the children completed another set of grammar
challenges and then moved onto planning a creative short story. In Maths activities, the children have tackled
reasoning problems and looked at how you can draw triangles within regular polygons to calculate the interior
angles. Later on in the week, the children completed their final ever set of tests and Ms Holmes and I were very
proud at how much information they had been able to retain from the previous terms. In afternoon lessons, the
children have created their own pieces of contemporary artwork inspired by their chosen artist from Asia. They
also had their final Ukulele lesson of Year 6 and as a part of the lesson, the children voted for which songs they
would like to play! In addition to the play rehearsals (which keep getting better and better) some football
competitions were set on Friday including a crossbar challenge! Further information about the camp out will be
put on the Facebook page later today and the children have also taken home a letter with a reply slip. I hope the
children have a fun and relaxing half term as they thoroughly deserve it!

Well done Year 4 who had
100%
attendance last week. Attendance
Bear will spend the week after half
term with them!
Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Alfie Fowler, Teddy Lamb and Eden Allard
Harvey Cogman, Cara Rayner and Anya Murley
Mya Moss, Honey Allard and Sebastian Cates
All of Year 3
Scarlet Curle
Kody Addison, Charlie Crisp and Joseph Tandy
Hanna Rudd, Lottie Mann and the Whole Class

Have an amazing half term break. Let’s hope the sun shines!

Chris Ashman

