
 
 

 
 
 

  
Friday 14th May 2021 

 

                     Year 4 Horstead Trip and Day Trips 

 

Last week it was truly magical to spend two days with the Year 4 children 
at Horstead. It was lovely to see the children enjoy such a special few 
days and I know everyone who went will remember the trip for a long 
time. With that in mind I’m very pleased to say that we have been able to 
book a day each at Horstead for the 4 classes who weren’t already scheduled to go to 
Horstead or Aylmerton. So in the week beginning the 21st June Reception, Year 1, Year 
2 and Year 5 will each spend a day at Horstead. More details will be shared soon! 
 

 

Whole School Assembly 
 

On Wednesday we had a very 

special assembly outside on the 

playground. For the first time 

in 14 months!!!! The whole school were all together in one place. We ran 

through some of the children’s favourite assembly songs including, “Wake 

Up,” the “School Rule Song” and of course “Spring Chicken!” We were able 

to do this by creating spaces for each class so we could maintain socially 

distancing outside. It was amazing!! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Parent Survey 2021 
Parent Survey 2021 – The results of the parent survey were sent out on School Ping and by 

email earlier today along with a letter from the governors. The results are incredibly 
positive and it does mean a great deal to everyone involved that you feel 

we have done such a good job in these unique and challenging times. I 
would echo the thought shared in the governor’s letter that the whole 

community of Rackheath, children, parents, other family members, 
governors, friends and staff have been amazing. The last 14 months have 

been a true team effort. Thank you to you all! 
 
 

                  Year 6 Transition 
 
Mr Tregale from Broadland is visiting the Year 6 class next Wednesday. 

This is the first part of transition. Transition days for those going to Broadland are expected 
to be Thursday 24th and Friday 25th June. Mr Edwards is in contact with the other 
secondary schools that our Year 6 will be attending to liaise about their transition. 
 

  

 

 

Reception Transition - We are also putting together plans for the new reception 

intake in September 2021. A letter will be going out to all parents of the new 

intake explaining our transition plans soon. Due to a low birth year in catchment, 

we do have some spaces in the class as we currently have a class of 22. 

 

                                                   Next Half Term  

It has been good to put together some plans to get visitors into the school 

and organise some sport’s fixtures. I’m also looking forward to the European 

Football Championships and the school draw! 



 

 

 
 
 
Reception 
lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk and rmoran4sr2@nsix.org.uk 
Hello everyone we’ve had another wonderful week of learning in Reception this week. In Literacy we have been 

learning the ow sound as in blow, snow, slow and show. The children have written their own amazing sentences. We 

have reminded the children to think about the height of their letters, how they form their letters and to use finger 

spaces. We’ve really noticed how the children have made huge leaps and bounds in their sentence writing. Well 

done everyone.  

In maths this week we have been learning to share and solve problems. In group learning the children have been 

sharing using footballers on a football pitch, plastic frogs on a lily pads, sharing food amongst their friends and 

sharing conkers. Some groups have used the division symbol to record a number sentence.  

In topic we have been learning about the lifecycle of a frog. Maybe you might be able to see some frogspawn or 

tadpoles when you are out and about. We read a super book all about frogs from National Geographic Kids. This 

helped the children to realise that frogs are not always green but they come in different colours and sizes.  

Well done everyone we have had a great week.  

 
Year 1 
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk  and  jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk 
This week, we have been working really hard on our full stops and capital letters. We have been adding –er, -ing, and 

–ed to verbs. We have been looking at more poetry and writing our own poems about feeling happy or sad, the 

world around us and colours. 

In Maths, we have moved on from last week’s work on fractions, to finding quarters. We folded shapes in half and 

half again, and we shared objects into four equal groups. Lots of children consolidated their work by cutting their 

pizza into halves and quarters at lunchtime! We are also really enjoying playing on ‘Hit the Button’ – we have been 

doing halves and doubles and are getting really quick. Remember, Sumdog is always there for a maths boost too.  

We have been listening to The Lark Ascending by Ralph Vaughan Williams this week. We pretended to be larks flying 

high and low, and cheeping high and low with the music. We also listened to when the music was fast or slow, loud 

or quiet. We used instruments to accompany the music, and finished the week by making larks and flying them 

round to our own music. 

We have been very excited to see that our radishes and lettuce are starting to grow. 

The beans we planted in our classroom had also grown, both the ones in the bags 

on the window and the ones in the pots. We have now planted these outside. Our 

cress experiment proved our predictions correct! The cress with light and water 

grew well, the cress with no light but water grew a little but was brown, and the 

ones with no water and no water or light didn’t grow at all.    

 
Year 2 
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk 
Year 2 have had another fabulous week of learning this week. 
In maths they have continued to work on numbers bonds, spending three days finding pairs that make 100. They 
used know facts to ten to create facts to 100, so 3+7 = 10 and 30+70 = 100, before moving on using equipment to 
find other pairs of numbers that made 100. Using their new skills and knowledge they enjoyed playing a spot the 
pairs that make 100 game. 
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In English we have enjoyed reading more of our new book ‘The Secret Sky Garden’. The children completed some 
writing about the main character who is called Funni. 
We have continued our Wonderful World topic by listening to ‘The Lark Ascending’ and finding out about its 
meaning. Then we had two goes as making origami birds. The first one was not a success as it was far too 
complicated but yesterday’s was much better! 
Today we enjoyed our first drama session in the hall and are looking forward to weekly activities involving listening, 
miming, games and storytelling. 
 
Next week we are having a history week. It would be fantastic if every child could bring to school on Thursday a toy, 
game or book that their parents or grandparents had as a child or a written record or photos about their childhood 
memories especially of games, school or the TV programmes that they used to watch. 
Thank you. Have a wonderful weekend. 
Mrs Grogutt 
 

Year 3 
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk  
Year 3 have been busy bees this week-writing their alternative tales to the Three Billy Goats Gruff in English; learning 

to read and convert the 12 and 24 hour time in maths and taking part in a mixture of music, PE, mandarin and 

geography in the afternoons! The children have worked incredibly hard on their stories, using action and 

onomatopoeia to add drama to the ending of their fairy tales. We found time a little tricky at the beginning of the 

week but with perseverance and determination we got there in the end! The children created some brilliant country 

fact files and studied time zones around the world.  

Next week, year 3 will be having their very own science week, in which we will be studying rocks and soils. We are 

going to have some fun practical lessons and do lots of investigating.  

Have a lovely weekend and I look forward to next week   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 4 
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk                      Our Year 4 Horstead Trip! 

We all had such an amazing time at Horstead and I know the children would have all loved to have had their own 

piece written in the newsletter this week, I’m sorry we couldn’t squeeze everyone in but you will get take take a 

copy of your Horstead work home next week! I have selected, at random, a few quotes from the children! 

Ben: My favourite part of Horstead was bush skills because we got to make dens and put tarp over it. We had to stop 

Storm Chris from getting us wet! Also we got to use flint and steel to set cotton wool on fire and have fun! It was 

also fun to talk about how to get water and clean it! 

Logan: My favourite part of Horstead was raft building because I really enjoyed falling in with Jaydn and building the 

raft with my friends. In the water it was as cold as ice! Brrr! 

Sasha: My favourite part of Horstead was the climbing activity. I really enjoyed it. I selected this activity because it 

helped me step out of my comfort zone, be full of determination and motivation. It really showed me that you have 

to try something before you make a decision about it! 
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Polly: I think my favourite Horstead activity was climbing because I was one of the few who got to the very top of the 

hardest, tallest climbing wall. I was already most excited for it and it was better than I thought and hoped! 

Maisie: I love Horstead and everything about it! I love all of the activities but especially Jacob’s ladder and rock 

climbing. I liked Jacob’s ladder because I really pushed myself and went even further that I expected. My friends 

were really supportive and kept cheering me and my partner on.  

Yuan: My favourite part of Horstead was bushcraft because I like survival skills! 

Ellie: my favourite part of Horstead was rock climbing and Jacob’s ladder because on the rock climbing, I got to the 

top and it felt amazing. I loved it so much. I loved Jacob’s ladder because I pushed myself to the limit and I got to the 

top! I was stuck on the last one and I had to shuffle but my friends were all cheering me on so I could do it! It felt 

amazing!  

Alice: My favourite part of Horstead was when I reached the top of Jacob’s ladder. I loved the feeling of being proud. 

I also loved archer and I love the feeling you get when you pull back the string. I didn’t get a high score but I had fun 

anyway and I was so proud of myself!  

Fred: My favourite part of Horstead was the village trail because I love history and we got to see the history of 

Horstead. I found out that people would go for a drink in the Recruiting Sergeant and soldiers would put a coin in 

their pint of ale and recruit them into the army. I also saw a tree planted for Queen Elizabeth II.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Year 5 
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk 
We have started looking at our new literacy book this week which is called Shackleton’s Journey and is based on the 
voyage that Ernest Shackleton took to try and cross Antarctica in 1914. So far we have made predictions (before we 
knew the title) and then we have started to create a fact file about Ernest Shackleton – ask your child about what 
they have learnt so far as there are some interesting facts!  

mailto:Deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk


In maths, we have focussed on + and – formal methods with word problems based around money. We have then 
gone onto looking at formal x methods – see if they can tell you how to do it!  
In the afternoons we have researched Antarctica so that we can begin to build up a picture of what it must have 
been like for the explorers in our book. We have also continued with our weekly Circle Time session – which are 
quickly becoming hugely popular. This week we discussed worries that people might have and what we could do if 
we have a worry. The children came up with some amazing suggestions.  
 

Year 6  
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk 
I would like to start off by saying a massive thank you and well done to the Year 6 children. Every child behaved 
brilliantly during our trips to Aylmerton on Thursday and Friday. The instructors were very impressed and it was 
really nice to hear them say how fantastic they were! It was a fun-packed couple of days where we completed 
several team building challenges, a monster trail (whilst looking for clues), den building and beach activities at West 
Runton. I cannot believe how encouraging the children were to one another throughout these tasks and how 
positive their attitudes were. 

 
Earlier on in the week, the children continued their angles unit of work in Maths lessons. This included finding 
missing angles and calculating the angles of triangles as well as making reasoned estimates. In Literacy, we have 
recapped some important grammar skills and I was impressed by how much the children could remember. Ms 
Holmes and I have also been amazed at the children’s attitudes and acting skills when looking through the script for 
The Key Master. Finally, it was brilliant that we had our first whole-school assembly (on Wednesday) in 14 months! 
This took place outside and Mr Ashman gave a big well done to the Year 6 children for their entertaining dance 
moves for ‘Spring Chicken’. Perhaps your child could perform this for you at home! Have a lovely weekend 
everyone!  

 

 

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children 
who got their certificates in assembly today. 
 

 STARS, ANGELS AND DIAMONDS 
Reception Charlie Rice, Louis Rynn, Whole Class for Singing Assembly 

Year 1 Madison Pegg, Nathan Brink, Lola Pelan 

Year 2 Maxwell Sweatman, Ellis Tomsett, Harlan Halsey 

Year 3 Cody Ketland, Darla Youngs, Layla King-Knott 

Year 4 Honey Wright, Scarlet Curle, Polly Ottolangui 

Year 5 Ollie Brett, Skyla Downing, Joe Barrett 

Year 6 All of Year 6  

 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Chris Ashman 

Well done Year 1 who had 

99.6% attendance  

for the week starting 3rd May. 
Attendance Bear will spend next 

week in Year 1! 
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