Friday 11th December 2020
It was a really disappointing and concerning start to the week as we had the news of a
positive test in the Bombers. Fortunately, the staff member affected has mild symptoms
and we have not heard of anyone else in the bubble falling ill.
This has also been the case in Year 4. I’m really pleased and excited that Year 4 will be
back in school for the last week of term. By all accounts staff, parents and the children
have worked brilliantly together to make a success of remote learning over the last 2
weeks. A huge thank you and well done to you all. A special mention to Miss Hughes for
leading team Year 4 through the last two weeks so brilliantly!
Reception Appointment – On Wednesday we held interviews for Mrs Petraglia’s maternity leave. We
had a really strong field to choose from. I’m very pleased that we have appointed Mrs Rebekah Moran to
the role. Mrs Moran will spend some days in school getting to know the class before she starts in the week
beginning 18th January. Mrs Petraglia will also be in school for a time after the 18th January to help
support Mrs Moran and the class with the transition in the staff team.

Last day of term - I can confirm that the last day of the term remains Friday
December 18th. Many of you will have seen that the DFE had given schools the
option to close a day early. For many reasons we felt that it would be better to
keep to the original term dates.

House Captains
As reported previously, last week we held
elections for House Captains.
Here is a
photograph of this year’s representatives:






Ranworth - Charlotte Ritchie / Tyrone Tetteh
Oulton - Caitlyn Moore / Rian Ainge-Sakr
Barton - Ruby Cozens / Alex Dove
Hickling - Olivia Bush / Zach Dawson

Mrs Cookson would like to thank the very kind mystery person who sent
her a lovely, thoughtful gift. She’s popped her certificate on the
windowsill in her room for all to see.

Christmas 2020
Last Week of Term – There are lots of fun things planned in school next week as we head up to
Christmas. Lots of classes are making wreaths, there’s the virtual pantomime on Wednesday along with
class parties taking place through the week. Wednesday is also Christmas lunch and Christmas Jumper
Day. Watch out for information from your class teacher about other festive events being planned.
Reception Nativity – This week Reception have performed their Nativity.
Normally this would have been performed to huge, adoring crowds but this
year only Reception Staff and children were in the hall as they performed.
Fortunately Brian Gardner was in the hall as well to capture the unique magic
of a Reception nativity on film. Once the film has been transferred to memory
sticks parents will receive their copies. I understand this will include both the
dress rehearsal and the final performance. A huge thank you to the reception
team for putting the performance together and to Brian for recording it so it
can be shared.
Year 1 and 2 Performances - Reception weren’t the only class to
complete performances this week. Both Year 1 and Year 2 put on their
own festive performances from their classrooms. These have been put
online and parents in Year 1 and 2 have been sent the link. We hope you
enjoy the performances. The performance can only be seen by people
with the link and shouldn’t be shared on social media. Again a huge
thank you to the Year 1 and 2 staff teams and to Tom our ICT technician
who helped me upload them.
Christmas Cards and Gifts for Staff – As mentioned previously I have had some queries from parents
about whether staff can accept gifts this year. If you want to give staff a gift this is still possible. Staff
would just need to do the same thing as with cards and keep them quarantined for at least 72 hours.
On the subject of gifts my view has always been that it is a personal decision as to
whether you give cards or gifts. They are certainly appreciated and it is very kind of
anyone who wants to thank the staff in the class with a card, a kind word or a gift. I
wouldn’t want anyone to feel any pressure to give anything or to be part of a
collection, particularly this year as there will be families in difficult financial
circumstances and I wouldn’t want to them to feel under any more stress.
Wreath / Decoration Making – Please could Reception, Year 1, Year 4 and Year 6 bring in any foliage
they are able to on Monday as we will be busy creating next week. Many thanks!

Spring Term Planning
Over the next 2 weeks our staff meetings are going to be focussing on
planning for the Spring Term. Our whole school topic is “To infinity and
beyond,” which will include work on space, travel, the solar system, countries
of the world, life cycles and technological changes. It promises to be a really
exciting term packed full of great learning.
As usual if you have any ideas, connections through a job or a hobby or resources that would
enhance the learning please do let us know.

Reception
jpetraglia5gr8@nsix.org.uk and lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk
We have had an amazing week in Reception, which culminated in the
event of the year – The Nativity! The children were absolutely amazing
and performed spectacularly, even despite two false starts with the
filming due to Mrs Petraglia’s nerves!!! We cannot wait for you to enjoy
your own copies of the performance and we will give these out next week.
They will contain the final Nativity performance, as well as a copy of the
dress rehearsal (which was probably our best show) so you can choose
your favourite one to watch.
We have also been making repeating patterns this week in maths and continuing to practice reading and writing
words with four sounds in them, in our phonic lessons. It has been a very rewarding but very tiring week, so
Reception children will need lots of sleep this weekend so they are ready for all the Christmas fun during the last
week of term.

Year 1
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk and jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk
This week, Year 1 recorded their Christmas performance. It was beautiful and made us feel quite emotional! Well
done to all the children who sang and spoke so well, and enjoyed every second of practising the songs. We hope you
love it too!
We have been learning the sound ‘u-e’ (huge brute) this week and
comparing it to ‘oo’ (poo at the zoo). In Literacy, we have sequenced
the Christmas story and then written it in our own words. In Maths, we
have been re-visiting ‘greater than’ and ‘less than’ and looking at place
value. We have been making some super Christmas decorations that
we cannot wait to bring home to add some festive cheer to our houses.
We are really enjoying reading ‘The Christmasaurus’ as our class book,
so much so that some children have also started reading it at home!

Year 2
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk
Year 2 have had an absolutely brilliant week. We kicked off by recording our Nativity performance on Monday
afternoon. The children had learnt the songs and story so well and performed amazingly considering that their
audience was an iPad!
The children are tired and excited about Christmas but have worked
so hard this week, completing their phonics challenge and maths
assessments. They have also been writing the nativity story, playing
Times Tables bingo and completing various Christmas maths
challenges. We have had some art and craft afternoons and
produced this lovely winter display based on the story about The
Blue Penguin.
Having finished Grandpa’s Great Escape we enjoyed watching it on
iPlayer this afternoon. Next week will be full of Christmas activities
including Christmas dinner and the virtual Panto!

Year 3
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
Year 3 have really impressed Mrs Milligan and I with how engaged and enthusiastic they have been about our
electricity topic this week! We have really enjoyed creating circuits; testing them to see if they are complete or
incomplete and experimenting to see which materials are insulators and which are conductors. In maths, we have
started our fractions topic and have started to look at unit and non-unit fractions. In English we have finished our
Arthur Brownstone adventure stories and have written them up in neat, ready to publish in our year 3 Arthur’s
Adventures book. On Wednesday, the children also had their last Chance to Shine cricket lesson and received their
certificates.
Well done year 3s, I can’t wait to celebrate a fantastic first term with you all next week with our movie afternoon,
Christmas card making and our Christmas party!

Year 4
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
Wow, Year 4, we did it! 14 sleeps, 10 maths lessons, 10 English lessons, cross fit,
snowflakes, Joe Wicks, 2 times-table tests, 10 break times, 10 lunch times... all that
and SO much more.
Over the last 2 weeks, you have proven how incredibly resilient and positive you are
as a group of children. I have been totally blown away by your resilience to keep
learning even in the strangest of times.

I cannot wait to see you all next week, we have a busy week ahead doing lots of very well
deserved Christmas activities! We will be doing our wreath making on Tuesday, please bring
your bag of trimmings in with you on Monday. You will also need to bring any Christmas cards
you would like to send on Monday morning too.
Thank you so much for all of your positivity and very kind word and emails, the support you have
provided really has kept our Year 4 team going over the last 2 weeks. Well done Year 4, you
have totally smashed bubble closure!

Year 5
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk
This week in Maths we have continued our fractions work by making fraction
monsters – however they had to follow a set of rules! ½ had to be one colour, 1/3 had
to be another colour and 1/6 had to be a different colour!
In English, we have been continuing our descriptive writing about Christmas morning
by looking at and using similes and metaphors.

In our afternoon sessions the children have certainly been
pushed! We have continued our work about the
circulatory system by making 3D models of the Rib cage,
heart, lungs and bronchi. This involved LOTS of cutting,
sticking and following instructions - I don’t think Mrs
Spurling and I have ever been so stressed!! But they look
amazing and the children were able to recall the different
names!

Year 6
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk
Even though the children in Year 6 are always fantastic, I was super proud of them this week! Throughout the
majority of mornings, the children completed tests and it was great to see them persevering, staying positive and
trying their best. They definitely deserve a fun-packed week next week, where we will be wreath making, creating
more Christmas decorations, watching a panto, having a Christmas lunch, having a party and playing games! On
Wednesday, the children also used their impressive grammar knowledge to solve the mystery of Santa’s sleigh being
taken. After solving the clues, they could reduce their suspect list to just one mischievous elf. In afternoon lessons,
we learnt about the different parts of our lungs and the roles that they play. During French lessons, we learnt about
the different weather conditions as well as recapping the months of the year. Well done on another brilliant week,
Year 6. I look forward to lots of fun activities taking place for the last few days of term.

Well done to Year 5 for
99.4%
Attendance last week!

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

STAR
Reception
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Chris Ashman

ANGEL

DIAMOND

Whole of Reception Class
All of Year 2
Freddie Colk
Connor Appleton
Layla King-Knott
Connor Bush
Harlow Baker
All of Year 4 Children, Parents and Staff
Harvey Moore
Joseph Tandy
Xane Brister /
Holly Addison
All of Year 6
Hanna Rudd
Caitlyn Moore

