
 

 

 

 

Friday 4th December 2020 

It was lovely to see the excitement on the children’s faces on Tuesday morning when they came in 
to see the classes had been decorated ready for advent. The school looks very festive. We also 
have two lovely real Christmas Trees that have been decorated. They can also be planted after 
Christmas. Thank you to the FORS and KAJA Steel Services who donated the trees to the school.  
 

Year 4 and Remote Learning – Although it is a real shame that they can’t be with us this 

week or next it has been great to hear about the remote learning in Year 4.  The 

feedback about their learning from the Year 4 children and parents has been really 

positive.  Thanks to Miss Hughes and the Year 4 team for doing such a great job as well as 

a big thank you to the year 4 children and parents for being so supportive and 

understanding.  There are some super photos of the children in the class news section. 
 
 

House Captains 
Last week we held elections for House Captains. All the children in Year 6 who put themselves 
forward wrote a speech which was then recorded so the other children in their house could 
watch them without crossing bubbles. Once the children had watched all the speeches from 
their house they then voted for their choice of a Year 6 girl and a boy from their house. As usual 
the speeches were fantastic and the children voting had a very hard decision to make. The 
house captains that they chose for 2020-21 are:  
 

Ranworth Charlotte Ritchie and Tyrone Tetteh  
Oulton Caitlyn Moore and Rian Ainge-Sakr 
Barton Ruby Cozens and Alex Dove 
Hickling Olivia Bush and Zach Dawson 

 
All the children that put themselves forward should also be congratulated on a job well done.  
 
Thanks to Mr Edwards and Ms Holmes for going the extra mile to get this all organised.  
 

 

Spring Term Planning 
Over the next 2 weeks our staff meetings are going to be focussing on  
planning for the Spring Term.  Our whole school topic is “To infinity and 
beyond,” which will include work on space, travel, the solar system, countries 
of the world, life cycles and technological changes.  It promises to be a really 
exciting term packed full of great learning.  
 
As usual if you have any ideas, connections through a job or a hobby or resources that would 
enhance the learning please do let us know.  

 



Cricket – Kevin has offered to come in again next Wednesday as he loves coming in to our 

school which is great as the children and staff love him coming in too.  If the weather is okay 

he will take sessions with Year 1, 2, 3 and 5.  
 

Christmas 2020 

 

Reception Nativity – Rehearsals are in full swing for the Reception 

Nativity.  This year the performance is being recorded and I’m happy 

to say that all families in Reception will get a copy of the recording.  

We are very grateful to Brian Gardner who has kindly offered to film 

the performance. 

  

Christmas Cards 

As mentioned previously some children have been asking if they will still be 

able to bring cards in.  We have thought that the best way to do this will be to 

have a two week window where cards can be posted into year group post 

boxes. They will then be quarantined and will then be organised by staff.  Post 

boxes have been out since Thursday 3rd and will be out until Friday 11th 

December.  They will then be sent home at some point during the last week of 

term. 

 

Christmas Cards and Gifts for Staff – I have had some queries from parents about whether staff can 
accept gifts this year.  If you want to give staff a gift this is still possible.  Staff would just need to do the 
same thing as with cards and keep them quarantined for at least 72 hours.  
 
On the subject of gifts my view has always been that it is a personal decision as to whether you give cards 
or gifts.  They are certainly appreciated and it is very kind of anyone who wants to thank the staff in the 
class with a card, a kind word or a gift.  I wouldn’t want anyone to feel any pressure to give anything or 
to be part of a collection, particularly this year as there will be families in difficult financial circumstances 
and I wouldn’t want to them to feel under any more stress. 
 

FORS Non-School Uniform – Thanks to everyone for supporting the FORS Christmas non-school 

uniform day today.  The money will raised will go towards this year’s Christmas Raffle 
 

Raffle – A reminder that slips and money should be returned to school by Friday 11th December 

 
 

Free School Meals over Christmas 
This Christmas break we now know that those families eligible for free school meals will receive 
Edenred Vouchers, like the ones provided over the Summer.  The vouchers can be used in 
supermarkets.  It may be that due to changes in a families circumstances new families may be 
eligible for free school meals.  If you think you might be eligible please follow the link below:  

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-meals-and-milk 
 

 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-meals-and-milk


 

 

  

 

Reception 
jpetraglia5gr8@nsix.org.uk and lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk 
Reception have been practising the Nativity play every day this week and we think we are just about ready for 
filming next week. We think that parents are going to love it, as it’s certainly been making us smile! 
 
Christmas has also arrived in the classroom and the children have all written their letters to Santa as well as making 
their own letters and Christmas cards in the post office role-play.  All the letters are being posted to the North Pole 
tonight, so hopefully we will get a response from Santa and his Elves before the end of term. 
 

Year 1 
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk  and  jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk 
This week, Year 1 were very excited to see that Christmas had arrived at school! The look on their faces when they 
saw their classroom decorated on Tuesday morning was a delight! We have been making our own decorations to 
add to it. Our Christmas singing is getting better by the day as well. 
 
We have been making bird feeders in Literacy this week, and writing instructions for how to make them. When they 
were finished, we hung them in our Wild Area; we are going to keep a look out for any birds coming to feed there. In 
Phonics we looked at the sound ‘o-e’ (phone home) and compared it to ‘ow’ (blow the snow). We have been 
completing a maths booklet with different types of questions in it to show our teachers what we can remember from 
this term. 
 

Year 2 
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk 
We have had a lovely week in Year 2 with all the excitement of the classroom 
beginning to look and feel Christmassy. Today the children also looked wonderfully 
Christmassy and we had the added wonder of a few snowy showers!  
 
The children have been working hard to learn our Nativity story and songs which we 
aim to record on Monday ready to be uploaded onto a school YouTube page so that 
families will be able to watch it. This will not be available to the public. More details 
to follow when everything is ready! 
 
In maths we have continued to work hard to learn 2x table facts and also moved on 
to 5x. We have also tackled some 2 digit addition and subtraction. In English the 
children have written wonderful letters to Father Christmas and also some very caring 
letters of advice to the Blue Penguin. 

 
We had another chilly, but very enjoyable cricket session and Kevin has 
kindly said he will come in again next week. The children have loved 
playing with our new Nativity set and have decorated Christmas tree 
templates and made more paperchains!  
 
Next week we will be doing some maths and phonics assessments but 
will also continue with lots of lovely Christmas art and craft. 
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Year 3 
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk  
Christmas has definitely arrived in year 3 this week! We have decorated the 
classroom, made some fantastic Christmas concertina decorations and have 
started to learn the songs for the virtual Rapunzel Lockdown Panto! We also 
began our electricity topic in science and have been learning about where 
electricity comes from and the differences between renewable and non-
renewable electricity. Next week, we are going to start the fun practical by 
creating our own circuits and doing some investigations of our own. Having put 
our adventure stories on hold for a week, we will start these again next week 
and will be moving onto fractions in maths.  
 
You have all worked incredibly hard this week year 3, so have a relaxing weekend, ready for the countdown to 
Christmas  

 
Year 4 
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk  
When I think back across the last week, it feels like it has been both the fastest, and 
slowest week ever! We have achieved so much in our 5 days of virtual learning and 
I really can't quite find the words to express how proud I am of each and every 
member of Year 4 (both children and adults alike!). 
 
We have adapted across the week to Zoom sessions and you have all done such an 
amazing job in all of our lessons. 
Every single one of the warm and supportive emails I have received has meant such 
a great deal and we are so grateful for the kindness and support we have been 
shown.  I would like to take the opportunity to formally apologise for my terrible 
singing across Zoom! 
 
We will see you at 9.15am on Monday on Zoom.  Your learning packs are available for collection and should also 
have been received via email too! I hope you have a wonderful, if slightly different, weekend.  Well done Year 4, 
you've made us all at Rackheath Primary SO proud this week.  

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 5 
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk 
We have worked incredibly hard this week in year 5 and it started with us getting the classroom ‘chrismasfied’ by 

making ourselves into Elves and then Mrs Spurling and I spent Monday night putting lights and decorations around 

the room – the children were very excited! In English, we have started preparing for a piece of description writing 

about our Christmas morning by focusing on the sounds and smells of Christmas day. In maths, we have continued to 

look at fractions of amounts by using a bar to help – I wonder if the children can show you how to do it? We have 

also completed our end of term assessments; the children were not as excited about this! In the afternoons we have 

been focusing on the heart and the role it plays in the body.  

mailto:hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk
mailto:hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk
mailto:Deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk


 
 
Year 6  
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk 
The children got off to an amazing start this week by creating a range of Christmas decorations for the classroom. 

This included origami snowflakes, pastel coloured fairy lights, and paper chains.  Two children (at random) are also 

being chosen to have a Christmas Celebration chocolate as they go home.  By the sounds of things, there will be a lot 

of Bounty chocolates left over!  In Maths, the children have learnt how to multiply a fraction to another fraction, or 

by an integer.  In doing so, the children used this knowledge to solve various worded problems too.  In Literacy, I 

have been amazed by the quality of their stories and they have been a joy to read.  They were also able to complete 

a set of grammar puzzles independently.   

During Science lessons, we have been learning about the role of our blood. Already, the children have been able to 

remember the function of red blood cells, white blood cells and platelets.  It was lovely to end the week with our 

Christmas themed non-school uniform day!  The children should be very proud of how hard they have been working 

and I know they are going to enjoy a fun last two weeks of this term.  

 
 

 

 

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children 
who got their certificates in assembly today. 
 

 STAR ANGEL DIAMOND 
Reception Alfie Fowler Jacob Groom Ava Genery 

Year 1 Freya Key Anya Murley Harley  

Year 2 Honey Allard Rachel Bryan Harlan Halsey 

Year 3 Libby Buckingham Freddie Pelan Reid Sheldon-Smillie 

Year 4 All of Year 4 Pupils, Parents and Staff 

Year 5 Charlie Crisp Theo Orme Emelia Nixon 

Year 6 Ruby Cozens Ben Crook Tyrone Tetteh 

Chris Ashman 

 

Well done to Year 1 for  

100%  

Attendance last week! 
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