
 

 

 

 

Friday 6th November 2020 

The new National Lockdown started on Thursday but in school very little has changed.  We are still 
able to have visiting music teachers in school and go swimming, while after school clubs will 
continue too.  
 

Roald Dahl Heroes Day – Today has been a lovely end to the week with 

children and staff taking part in our Roald Dahl Heroes Day.  It was great 

to see all the amazing outfits being worn with a great mix of costumes some 

linked to Roald Dahl and others paying tribute to heroes both well-known 

and unsung.  Willie Wonka, Matilda, The BFG, Sophie, an Oompa Loompa,  

Miss Trunchball, Miss Honey, Crocodiles, Caterpillars and Violet Beauregarde were amongst 

the Roald Dahl characters to make an appearance.  Our nations heroes were represented by 

doctors, nurses, hospital workers, scientists, shop workers, members of the school 

community, chemists, soldiers, fitness coaches (Joe Wicks) and many more as well as many 

children coming to school dressed as one of their personal heroes – one of their parents! 
 

   
 

 

 
 



Poppies – Thank you to everyone who has supported the Poppy appeal so 
far this year. There will still be poppies and other items available next week.  
 
 
 

 

Children In Need – Next Friday it is Children In Need we will be holding 
non-school uniform day to raise money. With  children paying £1 to 

come to school in non-uniform.  Pots will be placed around school.  We 
won’t be able to hold our normal races at lunchtime but individual 
classes will mark the day in some way perhaps with some fun races or 
competitions.  

 

Christmas 

We are already making plans for Christmas.  The Friends of the School are working with us 

to make it a special time.  These plans will be shared nearer the time.  We already know that 

we will be taking part in a virtual pantomime and that Christmas 

Lunch will be on Wednesday 16th December.  In addition we will 

have our usual Christmas jumper day as well as other fun events.   

 

 

Fireworks – On Wednesday the village was treated to some amazing fireworks 
thanks to Brian Gardner.  We were  happy to help by offering the use of the 
school field.  The results were amazing as you can see from this video clip. 
https://youtu.be/B5vha7C2tTE  
 
 

Paying for dinners, trips and music lessons – Having had so many problems with the School 

Ping payment system we have decided to continue our system of invoicing as a way of paying for 
school activities and services. Separate invoices will be sent out for different payments and we 
would ask that if a parent has 2 separate invoices then they pay each invoice separately.  This is 

essential for our record keeping and audit process.  Invoices will be sent out as shown in the 
schedule below: 
 

 After School Club – Monthly 

 School Dinners – Every 4 weeks 
 Music lessons – Termly 

 Trips – As and when depending on the trip   
 

 
The club has started very successfully and is able to carry on through 
lockdown.  Just a reminder that when picking up from the side entrance 
to the hall parents can knock on the door to gain the attention of staff 
but must not come into the hall itself.  
 

There are still spaces on all 5 days if anyone needs a long term place or just needs to use the club 
occasionally.  We would need to know no later than 2pm if anyone needed a space for that 
evening so staff have time to prepare and set up the hall space accordingly.  

https://youtu.be/B5vha7C2tTE


Chance To Shine Cricket – Kevin will be coming in to carry on cricket for the next 
3 weeks for Year 1, 2, 3 and 4.  He will be with us on the 11th, 18th and 25th 
November so as usual children in those classes should come in to school in their 
PE kits.  Sessions only go ahead if he can be based outside.  

 
 

Pin Your Thanks – People’s Medal – At the end of last half term I was very 
touched to receive a People’s Medal from #PinYourThanks.  As this was 
done anonymously I can’t thank the person / people who put me forward 
for it in person but just wanted to say it was gratefully received and much 
appreciated.  

 

Virtual Tour of the reception space for 2021 starters – Mrs Petraglia has put together a 

super virtual tour of the school filmed early in the morning before the children arrived. 

It can be found here https://youtu.be/cbq-Qi6KyHY . The video can also be accessed 

from the home page of the school website http://www.rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk/ 

 

 

School Uniform and Keeping Warm - Following advice from the LEA, amongst 

others, we have slightly changed the way we are making sure there is sufficient 

ventilation in rooms. Windows are always at least partially open but we are not 

routinely keeping doors open rather making sure we blast the classrooms with 

fresh air at different times during the day – often when the children are not in 

the room – this coupled with the fact that the heat is now on has meant the 

classes are less cold than they have been.  
 

As we head into winter the rooms will be colder than usual as the windows will remain open. As 

such we still recommend children wear extra layers either under or over their uniform. The 

children should still wear a school jumper and only add another layer over that if they are cold. 

Where possible those extra layers should be a plain colour. 

 

Coats – A small minority of children haven’t been bringing a coat every day. It is really 

important that everyone does have an outer layer so that the clothes they have on when 

they are inside stay as dry as possible. 

 

 

  

 

Reception 
jpetraglia5gr8@nsix.org.uk and lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk 
Reception have come back after the half term with lots of confidence and although they have found the first 
week tiring, they have worked so hard!  This week we have focused on fireworks and bonfire night and how to 
stay safe around them.  We practised being rockets and thought about all the noises they make as well.  The 
children then did some bonfire night writing and were superb with their sounding out of words like ‘pop’, ‘bang’ 
and ‘fizz’.  Finally, we all enjoyed sitting round a bonfire with a biscuit or snack and listening to the Roald Dahl 
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story ‘The Enormous Crocodile’.  All the children remembered that they had to stay safe by staying on their log 
seats and it was a lovely end to a very busy week. 

Year 1 
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk  and  jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk 
Year 1 have had a fantastic start back to school after Half Term. We have enjoyed 
learning about artists as heroes this week, such as Picasso and Matisse, and we have 

created some brilliant pieces of work in their style.  We also 
did some firework art.  In Phonics, we learnt our first new 
sound ‘ea’ and compared it to ‘ee’ by saying ‘same sound, 
different appearance’.  In Literacy, we have been looking at firework poetry and we 
have continued our excellent work on adding in maths.  We had fun dancing as if we 
were at a firework party in P.E!   
 

 
Year 2 
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk 
The children came back from half term full of adventures and days out to tell us about, and ready to get on with 
learning.  This week we have learnt about the historical facts behind our November 5th celebrations, listened to 
Handel’s Music for the Royal Fireworks and created our own firework pictures using pastels on black paper.  The 
children have secured their understanding of 2 digit numbers in maths and also begun to work on learning the 2x 
table. Please help your child to learn facts for the 2x table – there are lots of songs on YouTube which can help 
and they can also play ‘Hit the Button’.  

It has been absolutely wonderful to see all of the children dressed up today. We have had a classroom full of 
doctors, surgeons, nurses, scientists, knights, police and Roald Dahl characters. The children have loved listening 
to ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’ and have created recipes for their own marvellous medicine. 

Mrs Bird has been testing the children on their maths targets and they have all brought home their current 
targets today. On Monday they will bring home their first spelling list to learn with a letter explaining how our 
spelling tests will work. We are also starting reading stars again so please can you send book bags in every day.  

 
Year 3 
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk  
We have had a fantastic first week back after half term in year 3.  At the beginning of the week, the children told 
each other about all the wonderful things they did over half term including some super pumpkin carving and 
sweetie hunts in their houses for Halloween!  In English we have been continuing with our Arthur and the Golden 
Rope unit and have started to write our own diaries pretending to be Arthur preparing for his quest. Both Mrs 
Milligan and I have been so impressed with how well the children have revised their times tables over the half 
term and are looking forward to handing out lots of times table certificates in a few weeks’ time!  We are moving 
onto multiplication and division in maths next week, so all the hard work you are doing now is definitely going to 
pay off  

 
Year 4 
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk  
It has been so wonderful to welcome the Year 4s back again after half term!  This week, we have been finishing 
our work on column addition in maths and we have also looked at estimating. We have loved learning about 
suspense writing, focussing on similes, metaphors, and very spooky settings! 
 
Next week in maths, we are moving onto measuring distance and length. We will be looking at CM, MM and KM 
and looking at how to write decimals. In English, we will be continuing our work on suspense writing, focussing 
on paragraphs and subtle clues authors can give us about things that are about to happen in a story.  
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Year 5 
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk 
Hello and welcome back – I hope you all had a lovely half term.  

In class this week, we started to look at a formal multiplication method – it was tough going to start with but 
with the help of times table grids we have started to crack it.  Constant practise of times tables at home will 
certainly help us with this.  In English we have started our explanation unit of work – for this we are focussing on 
the book ‘How Cats Really Work’ by Alan Snow and we are using this to help us imagine how rabbits really work. 
So far, it has led to some very imaginative ideas!  We have also started our new class book ‘Wonder’ by R.J 
Palacio – it is going to be a great read.  In the afternoons we have spent time thinking about Remembrance 
Sunday and have made our own poppies by sawing (that was an interesting afternoon!).  Finally, we have been 
thinking about Key Workers in our community and we have decided to write letters of thanks to them.   

 
Year 6  
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk 
The Year 6s have started the new half term with fantastic attitudes to learning and have been able to complete a 
range of challenging tasks. In Maths lessons, the children have been using short multiplication to multiply 3 digit 
by 2 digit numbers and then solve a range of multiplication problems. Towards the end of the week, the Year 6s 
began their new Maths topic – Fractions. For Literacy (to link in with Inventors Week from last half term) the 
children have written a persuasive text about why everyone should buy their product. This even included the 
celebrities who have already purchased it and how it has helped change their lives! Today was lots of fun as the 
children wore some incredible outfits for our Roald Dahl and Heroes day. As well as watching some entertaining 
clips linked to Roald Dahl’s incredible life, the children answered some questions to find out which Roald Dahl 
hero they would be, participated in a ‘draw-along’ with Quentin Blake and then designed some rotating cubes, 
featuring their favourite Roald Dahl characters. Well done, Year 6! 
 

 

 

 

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children 
who got their certificates in assembly today. 
 

 STAR ANGEL DIAMOND 
Reception Hunter Page Jacob Parish Henry Topley 

Year 2 Jacob Viner Hallie Smith Emily Ofori 

Year 3 Jayden Atkinson Tallulah Hewitt Holly Trabelsi 

Year 4 Cairo Nixon Elsie Childs Katie Webb 

Year 5 Xane Brister Holly Addison Olivia Chandler 

Year 6 Jacob Viner Hallie Smith Emily Ofori 

 

 

Well done to Reception & Year 3 

100%  

Attendance before half term! 
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