
 

 

 

 

Friday 25th September 2020 

 

 

After a lovely start to the week weather wise it has felt a lot more autumnal at the end of it.  On 
the drive to school this morning the road was flooded more times than I can remember!  
 

I want to repeat my thanks to all 3 sections of the school community - children, 
parents and  staff – for helping ensure that this challenging time can be 
navigated successfully.  Today I want to say a special thank you to all the staff.  
Unless you work in a school it is hard to comprehend the scale of the changes 
that have been made in school to follow government and local authority 
guidelines to keep everyone safe and learning in school.  To manage all of these 

changes in their classrooms so well and in a way that means children are still loving being in school reflects 
so well on all the staff and their “can do” positive attitude.  
 

Remote Learning – Earlier in the week everyone should have received their remote learning 

pack.  These packs are to be used if for any reason your child has to isolate either because 

of symptoms or a positive test.  Over the next week we will be fine tuning our plans for what 

happens if a class needs to isolate as a whole.  We will base a lot of this on what worked well 

over the summer with more teacher time built into the plans.  
 

Music 
It has been lovely to walk around to the sound of music this week as music returns to the school. 

Both Mrs Brown and Mrs Smith have joined Mr Hodson in beginning their lessons.  Next week Mrs 

Masterson will be starting her lessons too. 

 

Swimming – We have the green light for Year 3 to start swimming again at Broadland.  

Their lessons will start next Thursday.  Year 3 should have brought home a letter about this 

yesterday.  
 

Colder Weather 
Yesterday was the first colder day we have had and today is shaping up to be wet, windy 
and cold.  We do need to keep the classrooms ventilated with windows and as often as 
possible doors open so please do make sure the children have a jumper with them and / or 
an extra layer of clothing to keep them warm.  Our priority is for the children to stay 
warm, so ideally the extra layers will be school uniform but if that isn’t possible that is fine 
as long as the extra top is a plain colour.  
 

 

Dogs in school – Please can we ask that you do not bring dogs onto the school 

grounds (other than guide dogs) at pick up or drop off time.  I know that the dogs 

are friendly but some children are scared of dogs and there is always the 

possibility of a situation where even the friendliest dog may bite.  

 



Rainbow over Rackheath – Thanks to Neil Wright for this amazing image of a rainbow over 
Rackheath taken on Thursday morning. We really are at the end of the rainbow!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inventors week (Week beginning 12th October) 
In our staff meeting this week we started putting plans together for our week linked to famous 

inventors that changed the world. We have decided that each class will have an inventor and 

use this as the basis for their learning for the week. We will also have a DT element/challenge for 

the children at the end of the week!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explorers week (Week beginning 23rd November) 
Later in the term, each class will begin to think about Heroes who have explored the planet. Again, 

each class has chosen an explorer and all of the work they do for this week will be linked to this 

person.  

Class Explorer 

Reception James Cook 

Year 1 Emelia Earhart  

Year 2 Ernest Shackleton  

Year 3 Leif Ericson  

Year 4 Neil Armstrong  

Year 5 Jessica Watson  

Year 6 Sacagawea  

Class Inventor  

Reception George Stephenson  Seen as the father of railways  

Year 1 Garrett Morgan  Invented the 3 positioned traffic light 

Year 2 Nancy Johnson  Invented first wooden ice-cream machine 

Year 3 Elizabeth Magie  Created the game of Monopoly 

Year 4 Louis Pasteur  Made breakthroughs which led to vaccinations  

Year 5 Lewis Latimer  Created the filament which led to the lightbulb 

Year 6 Tim Berners-Lee Invented the World Wide Web 



Chris Lubbe 

Year 5 & 6 were incredibly lucky this morning as they were part of a 

Webinar based on hosted by Chris Lubbe. Chris Lubbe used to be a 

personal body guard to Nelson Mandela and he grew up in South 

Africa during the Apartheid. Mr Lubbe discussed the racial segregation 

of South Africa, how he coped with it and shared stories from his past. 

He also talked to the children about the time he spent with Nelson 

Mandela and how he shaped his life. The theme of the Webinar was of 

having an open mind, showing forgiveness and how change can take 

place. It was an eye-opening zoom meeting which has linked nicely to 

our ‘Heroes’ topic.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Reception 
jpetraglia5gr8@nsix.org.uk and lbrannan6zr7@nsix.org.uk 
Reception completed their first full week of school this week and they have done so well!  The children 
loved the opportunity to play together again after lunch each day and have soon settled into the 
normal daily routine.  Next week we start phonics and maths lessons, which are a great opportunity to 
learn in engaging ways and have plenty of fun whilst doing so. 
 
Year 1 
ping7rre@nsix.org.uk  and  jpallant2qre@nsix.org.uk 
This week has been full of bubble fun!  We have continued with Bob the Bubble and made our own 
bubble wands and created bubble art.  We have been superstars at finding one more and one less in 
maths.  We have been looking at sports heroes this week, such as footballers, athletes and 
Paralympians.  We have gained in confidence with our reading and phonics this week.  
 
Please help your child to practise zipping up their coat and putting their own socks and shoes on as 
they are finding this tricky at school.  Just a reminder: only water is allowed in the children’s water 
bottles thank-you. 
 
Year 2 
hgrogutt8nrs@nsix.org.uk 
The children in Year 2 have had another amazing week at school and have worked incredibly hard. In 
maths we have been working on adding several small numbers together quickly in our heads, recalling 
pairs of numbers which make 10 and also adding on an empty number line. The children absolutely love 
number lines and have done some brilliant work. They have also worked hard in phonics revising words 
with the ow and ie phonemes. In topic we have thought about our favourite sports to play and watch, 
designed a new kit and found out about some sporting superheroes including Nadia Comaneci and 
Pele. Sadly on Wednesday morning it was too wet for Kevin to run our cricket session but we look 
forward to doing this next week. We did enjoy Cosmic Yoga in the hall on Thursday afternoon. It has 
been quite chilly in our classroom in the mornings so we need to think about wearing trousers or tights 
and bringing cardigans, fleeces or jumpers to school! 
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Year 3 
hhornagold6jr9@nsix.org.uk  
It has been a super busy week in year 3 and as always the children have been working incredibly hard. 
We were lucky enough to have Kevin from Chance to Shine cricket take us for a session on Wednesday 
afternoon, followed by even more PE outside with Mrs Pulford on Thursday. In topic, we have been 
writing thoughtful messages to the heroes in our community. In maths, we have been continuing with 
our understanding of place value with 3-digit numbers and in English we have been writing our letters 
to Professor Brownstone, trying to persuade him to let us look in his family vault! 
 
In the coming weeks, we will be having a big focus on times tables, so any practise you can do at home 
with your children would be fantastic, starting with x2, x5, x10 and moving onto x3, x4 and x8.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 4 
hhughes65rd@nsix.org.uk  
Year 4 has had such a busy week this week. They were treated to a morning with Mr Ashman on 
Monday, Mandarin on Tuesday and cricket on Wednesday! In maths this week we have been finishing 
off our place value unit and today the children have even completed a little maths test. Well done! In 
English we have been exploring unlikely heroes and we have also begun to plan story maps for some 
story telling sessions next week.  
 
 
Year 5 
deputy@rackheath.norfolk.sch.uk 
The temperature in our room may have been low at times this week but our work rate has been VERY 
high! In maths, after looking at negative numbers we then went on to using a formal method of 
addition. With our Midnight Fox work in literacy we have been writing diary entries based on the main 
character and then went on to write a newspaper report about the first sighting of the black fox. In 
topic, we have thought about who we are proud of in our families and have made small certificates for 
them. On Friday, we finished the week with a webinar from Chris Lubbe, discussing his work with 
Nelson Mandela.  
 
Year 6  
sedwards2nrw@nsix.org.uk 
It’s hard to believe that we are now at the end of our third week back in school! The work rate and 
positive attitudes of the Year 6 children have been fantastic (as usual) and they have really persevered 
throughout many tricky tasks. In Maths, they have looked at a range of reasoning and worded 
problems and I was amazed by their ability to read questions carefully and explain each step in detail. In 
Literacy, they have written descriptive letters to a friend (or family member) based on our class book, 
Boy Overboard. We also had a very interesting morning today! The Year 6 children had a Zoom call from 
Chris Lubbe, who was the bodyguard for Nelson Mandela! Not only were they very intrigued by his 
stories, but they were also able to recall many interesting facts afterwards.  
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Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children 
who got their certificates in assembly today. 
 

 STAR ANGEL DIAMOND 
Reception All of Reception Class 

Year 1 Lilah-Mae Handforth Nicola Lukaszewicz Madison Pegg 

Year 2 Maisie Finch Honey Allard Sebastian Cates 

Year 3 Nola Moll Libby Buckingham George Finch 

Year 4 Deana Read Jessica Clarke Lacey Hudson 

Year 5 Lennon Baker Jack Unsworth Harry Spaul 

Year 6 Ewan Poole Evie Cleminson Liam O’Kane 

 

Chris Ashman 

 

Well done to Reception and Year 2 

who had 1009%  

Attendance last week! 


