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There are important actions that children and young people, their parents and those who work with them can take during the coronavirus outbreak, to 
help prevent the spread of the virus. 

In all education, childcare and social care settings, preventing the spread of coronavirus involves dealing with direct transmission (for instance, when in 
close contact with those sneezing and coughing) and indirect transmission (via touching contaminated surfaces). A range of approaches and actions should 
be employed to do this. These can be seen as a hierarchy of controls that, when implemented, creates an inherently safer system, where the risk of 
transmission of infection is substantially reduced. These include: 

 minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in their household 
who does, do not attend childcare settings, schools or colleges 

 cleaning hands more often than usual - wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and dry them thoroughly or use alcohol 
hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered 

 ensuring good respiratory hygiene - promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

 cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents and bleach 

 minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as classroom layout) and timetables (such as staggered break 
times) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



What happens if there is a suspected case in school  
 

Scenario What to do 

There is a suspected case of 
coronavirus in the setting  

. When a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they should be sent home and advised to 
self-isolate for 7 days. . Siblings would also go home at this point. 
 
Before going home: 
 
The isolation room will be used where we would keep a 2 metre distance between the ill person and any supervising staff (close to a toilet 
where possible) 
 
In the unlikely event that a pupil spent a significant amount of time in a classroom or other area after they developed symptoms, 
arrangements will be made to move pupils and staff while that area is cleaned. 
 
Staff who look after a symptomatic person should wear PPE if they are supervising the person in the same room while waiting for 
collection in accordance with the PPE guidance and must wash their hands thoroughly if they have contact with the person and after they 
have left. 
 
Appropriate cleaning materials are available to clean areas a symptomatic person has been in after they developed symptoms as detailed 
in the guidance. 
 
Their fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and students who are attending an education or childcare setting 
will have access to a test if they display symptoms of coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario. 

The test comes back negative Where the child, young person or staff member tests negative, they can return to their setting and the fellow household members can end 
their self-isolation. 

The test comes back positive  Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or group within their childcare or education setting 
should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. The other household members of that wider class or group do not need to 
self-isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops symptoms. 

What could happen next  As part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases are detected within the cohort or in the wider setting, Public Health 
England’s local health protection teams will conduct a rapid investigation and will advise schools and other settings on the most 
appropriate action to take. In some cases a larger number of other children, young people may be asked to self-isolate at home as a 
precautionary measure – perhaps the whole class, site or year group. Where settings are observing guidance on infection prevention and 
control, which will reduce risk of transmission, closure of the whole setting will not generally be necessary. 

 


