Wednesday 18th December 2019
The children at Rackheath have once again been amazing this term! It has been
a really busy and exciting term culminating in a fantastic last few weeks of
Christmas events. Over the last few weeks the children’s thoughts have been
turning to Christmas, some have been feeling tired, others have been shaking off
bugs, coughs and colds and yet they remain enthusiastic, keen to learn, motivated
and impeccably behaved. It is a real privilege to come to school and work with
them every day.
I would also like to take the opportunity to thank the staff. They are a fantastic
team who work hard every day to make sure our school is a happy place where
learning is fun and children make good progress. I’m sure you agree that the
children at Rackheath enjoy lots of rich opportunities and memorable experiences
during a term.
Finally I want to thank all of you for the support you give the school and its events.
It makes such a difference to have such high numbers at cafes, presentations and
performances. A lot of you are also active in the FORS, the school governors and
in other ways. The voluntary effort you all put in makes a real difference. Thank
you!

Christmas Performances
I was lucky enough to spend quite a bit of last week
watching the Reception and Year 1 and 2
performances. All the performances were fantastic
and very entertaining! The children sang, danced and
acted superbly. They all had a lovely time and I know
the audience loved the performances too.

KS2 Christmas Carol Concert
It was a magical evening on Tuesday when the school were joined by the Salvation Army
for a lovely evening of Christmas Carols. With the poor weather we switched to an
indoor service and if anything it made the event even better (and certainly warmer!) It
was amazing to have so many members of the community join us in our celebrations.
There are lots of people to thank including the Salvation Army for providing a fantastic
musical backing, the FORS for providing drinks and snacks and all of you who helped
raise an amazing £311. This money has been spilt between the Salvation Army and East
Anglia Children’s Hospice.

Visit from Santa on his Sleigh
It was very exciting to welcome the
Wroxham and Hoveton Lions Club who
brought Santa and his sleigh to school
last Wednesday. It was lovely to see
lots of the children getting a chance to
meet Santa and sit in his sleigh!

Christmas Fair – It seems a long time ago but the Christmas Fair was only a week and
a half ago. We were lucky to have a visit from Father Christmas and I know lots of
the children and families enjoyed the stalls. On a personal note I was very lucky to
win the third prize hamper too! As usual the fair was really well supported and
raised….

Choir Visit to Bluebell Dementia Friendly Café
On Thursday 5th December the School Choir had the
pleasure of singing at the Christmas Lunch for those
who attend the Dementia Friendly Café at The Hub
in Wroxham. About twenty eight members of the
choir, dressed in Christmas jumpers, were warmly
welcomed into a festive looking hall where dinner
had just finished.
We had rehearsed eight or nine Christmas carols and
songs and as the children began to sing the first one
I realised how amazing the acoustics were – the
sound was fantastic and much appreciated by both
those attending and volunteering at the café. The choir sang beautifully to a room full of happy
faces, several people joined in with us and each carol or song was met with a huge round of
applause.
After we had sung the children were treated to a drink and festive cupcake which they
thoroughly enjoyed. Then came the icing on the cake – an appearance by Father Christmas.
After that we sang a few more songs and before we knew it the time had come to board the
coach and return to school.
A few days later we received this email:
“On behalf of Bluebells Dementia Friendly Cafe May I
thank your choir most sincerely for their wonderful
contribution to the Christmas party. The singing was
brilliant and the smiles on their faces bought joy to
many. Our 2020 December meeting will be on the 3rd
December and hope they will be able to visit then.
We wish you all a wonderful Christmas and every
good wish for the New Year.”
Needless to say I am sure we will be visiting on 3rd
December next year having enjoyed our first visit so
much.

The Lion The Witch and The Wardrobe
Last week our Year 5 and 6 children were lucky enough to be invited to
Broadland High School to see their performance of the C.S Lewis
classic. The acting, direction and staging were all wonderful. It was
lovely to hear about the many ex-Rackheath pupils who took part in the
performance.

Music Concert
We finished our week of performances with
a concert featuring songs from the
performances that took place during the
week and from ‘Rockheath’.
Their
Christmas Concert provided a perfect end
to our festive week of performances.

The audience were treated to some festive
classics. It was lovely to see how much our
children are enjoying learning to play an
instrument. The progress they have made
is phenomenal. I would like to pass on a
big thank you to all those who performed
and to Mrs Brown for the amazing work
she does alongside Mrs Smith and Mrs
Masterson our other super music teachers.
Christmas Dinner
The children and staff enjoyed a lovely Christmas Dinner on Friday cooked by our
fantastic chefs from EATS Shane, Odette and Eric. There was a lovely festive
atmosphere in the hall as the staff took it in turns to serve the children. All told 200
children and staff enjoyed a high quality lunch.

The World Outside our Window Presentations - Everyone really enjoyed the topic
presentations that took place recently. Thanks to everyone who attended the event.

The children had fun doing their Santa Run – Thank you for your donations which will
be sent to EACH Charity!

Attendance Assembly – This week we presented all the children who have
managed to achieve 100% attendance with a certificate. Altogether there were
73 children, well done to them all! Overall school attendance for the autumn
term is 97.3% which we are really pleased about as high levels of attendance are
so important for all children.
Celebration Assembly
A big well done to all the children who received their special certificate and badge in our
Celebration Assembly on Monday. You have all been brilliant role models this term.
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Joey Fairweather
Ellis Tomsett
Josh Webb
Noah Collin
Xane Brister
Morgan Scotton
Brooke Halsey

Lilah-Mae Handforth
Leon Symons-D’Souza
Olive Campion
Alice Tandy
Amy-Leigh Knights
Evie Cleminson
Charlie Cramer-McConnell

Year 5 Newspaper – Mr Edwards and Year 5 have been busy putting
together the school newspaper over the last few weeks and it has
been on sale for the last few days. The children have taken on the
editorial and journalistic tasks and done a great job!
Spring Term Topic – As you know, after Christmas the whole school will be working on a
topic called “a drop in the ocean”. The staff have been planning some very exciting
curriculum events including trips and visitors to the school. The Spring Term learning will
be fantastic!

Horstead Trip – In January and February Year 3 and 4 are going to Horstead. Year
4 are going to Horstead on Wednesday 22nd January with Miss Hughes, Mrs
Pilbrow, Mrs Crook and Mrs Goddard. Year 3 are going on Wednesday 29th
January with Miss Hornagold, Mrs Milligan, Mrs Howes, Mrs Crook, Mrs Spurling
and Mr Ashman. There will be a meeting for parents with Josie from the centre on
the 13th January at 2:15pm.

Panto
Today the children were treated to a special performance of Aladdin by the school staff.

SATS Briefing – A date for your diary. On Monday 3rd February Mr
Cavender and I will be holding a briefing for parents of our Year 6
children about the SATS tests the children will sit in May. We very much
hope that all Year 6 parents will be able to attend one of the two
briefings. One will be at 2pm and the other at 5:45pm.

FORS
Christmas Fayre – Thank you to everyone who supported us this year.
With your support we raised an amazing £935.76.
New Year’s Eve Party – Our annual party takes place again this year
at the village hall. If you would like tickets (even if you decide on
the day) give Michelle Roe a call on 07799 258509. Entertainment
for all the family from Johnny Jaffacake and dancing ‘til 12.30am!
Only £20 for a family of four or £10 per adult, £5 per child. Bring
your own drinks / nibbles.
School Lotto – Remember to take a look at our new fundraiser. The
first draw will take place on 4th January 2020.

Well done to Year 6 who had
99%
Attendance last week

On behalf of all the staff I would like to wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We
look forward to seeing all the children again on
Monday 6th January 2020.
Have a lovely holiday!

Chris Ashman

