Friday 29th November
Christmas Performances – As you know we are busy preparing for our Christmas performances
the dates and times of which are below. Parents and other family members are welcome to
attend the dress rehearsal if they cannot make another performance. Like last year we would
ask anyone who wants to take photographs or record the performance to sit or stand at the
back. Similarly if pre-school children come to watch could they sit in a place where they can
quickly take a break if they are unsettled.
Dates and times for performances are listed below, please arrive 10 minutes before the
performance starts.


Tuesday 10th December

Reception Dress Rehearsal (10.00am)
Year 1 & 2 Dress Rehearsal (1.50pm)



Wednesday 11th December

Year 1 & 2 Performance (10.00am)
Reception Performance (1.50pm)



Thursday 12th December

Reception Performance (10.00am)
Year 1 & 2 Performance (1.50pm)

Key Stage 2 Carol Concert
As previously mentioned our special Key Stage 2 Carol Concert with the
Salvation Army is at 7.00pm on Tuesday 10th December. This will be held
outside on the school grounds. As well as the carols and readings
refreshments will be available too. We hope as many of you as possible
will be able to join our festive celebrations.
We would like the children to arrive from 6:30pm at which time refreshments will be available
in the hall. Other members of the community are also invited to join us from 6:50pm in time for
the start at 7.00pm. There will be no charge for the refreshments but we would ask for
donations which will be split between the Salvation Army and EACH, our chosen school charity.
Should any of you be able to bring in some cakes, mince pies, biscuits or savoury snacks such as
sausage rolls for the night that would be great. If you are able to, please bring them in during
the day of the concert. Additionally should any of you have some spare jam jars we would love
to have them so we can use them to hold tea lights at the concert.

Christmas Post – Children can post their Christmas cards from
Monday 2nd December in the post box next to each classroom.

Year 5 Trip to KindaKafe

“On Tuesday 26th of November 2019, Year 5 went to KindaKafe, which is on Castle Meadow in
Norwich. We went to learn about local history for our whole-school topic of ‘The World Outside
Our Window.’ Everyone found it amazing! We took it in turns, in two groups, to go into the
secret tunnels and undercrofts. It was pitch black down there until we turned the lights on and
we could see the broken down alleyway. Legend has it that some of the secret tunnels lead to
Norwich Castle! Lots of the stone work and passageways date back to the 1500s. The bricks used
were dated from different periods and we could see many different types. The tour guide, who
took us down there, told us that KindaKafe was originally a shoe shop owned by the Ponds
family. She told us a story about a fiddler who went into the Medieval undercroft and tunnels to
see how far they went… but he never came back! When both groups had been underground, we
went for a guided tour around Norwich. It wasn’t the kind of tour you would expect, as we
weren’t looking at well-known places. We actually looked at how old buildings were and what
period they were built. Along the way we had a look at the Bridewell Prison, where the best flint
wall in the world is. We had a brilliant morning and learnt lots of interesting facts.”
Written by Evie Cleminson and Charlotte Ritchie

Following the visit it was lovely to receive an email from Sarah Walker who led the tour at the
KindaKafe who was very impressed with the class and said.

“I wanted to tell you what a pleasure it is to meet such a bright, well-mannered and engaged
group of children. I was highly impressed by their levels of interest, and the thoughtfulness and
intelligence of the questions they asked and the comments they made as we went around the
undercroft site and the nearby streets of Norwich. I noticed some real critical thinking going on
there, as well as a great disposition towards learning and discussing.”
Well done Year 5!
Christmas Lunch Friday 13th December
Our Christmas Lunch is always a lovely occasion. The staff and children eat
together in two sittings with staff taking the food to the children. It will also be
Christmas Jumper Day in school when all children and staff can come in to school
wearing a Christmas jumper. If you haven’t ordered a
Christmas lunch please do so by Monday 2nd December so
Shane can order the right amount of food in plenty of time.

Year 2 - Great Fire of London
“Last week we made model Tudor house. I made mine with Joshua W. In the
afternoon we carried our models outside. The fire started as a tiny flame but it got
bigger and bigger and bigger. Our house was Samuel Pepys’ house because it
did not burn down.
The wind carried the flames through the roofs. Mrs Bird thankfully put the flames
out next to our house.”
Report by Alex Bland

High School Performance – Please see below details of their production.

Tickets £7.00 each

Christmas Fair 6th December – The FORS are busy planning for
our annual Christmas Fair which will be held straight after
school on Friday 6th December. As well as the stalls in the hall
there will be refreshments and more stalls in the Year 5 and 6
block. Father Christmas will also be paying a visit! There will be
no Rockheath or other clubs on 6th December.
Parent Lunch Month – It has been lovely to welcome lots of you into school for lunch over the
course of this month. Feedback has been really positive about the quality of the food and the
atmosphere in the dining room. Thanks to Shane, Odette and the midday supervisory team as
well as Mrs Pilbrow and Mrs Roe.

FORS Christmas Movie Night
Yesterday was the FORS organised Christmas Movie night. Around 150 children and family
members settled down to watch Arthur Christmas in the hall. It certainly looked like a lovely
event. A massive thank you again to our fantastic FORS team, especially Treena and Suzanne
and to Odette and Eric who stepped in at the last minute to cook pizza and hot dogs. I would
also like to thank Mr Grubb and Ms Holmes who always support these events and come back
later in the evening to clean the school – it is greatly appreciated!

Clubs – The last week for all clubs run by school staff will be the week beginning 2rd
December.
Rackheath Posada
Mary and Joseph arrived in school today and will be going home with their first
family on Monday. They will be followed around Rackheath by a flock of sheep
during December. On Tuesday 24th December at 3 pm they will be reunited in a
Crib Service at Holy Trinity Church.
Do look out for Mary, Joseph and sheep appearing in windows in our village soon. Towards the end of
term your child will bring home a sheet of paper on which they can record the names and addresses
of any sheep they see. If they take this to the service on Christmas Eve and they have spotted the
most sheep they will receive a small prize.
Thank you to everyone who has offered to have Mary, Joseph and a sheep to stay. Details of when
Mary and Joseph are visiting you and who to hand them on to will come home with your child on
Monday.

As mentioned last week - next term our whole school topic is titled “a
drop in the ocean,” in the staff meeting last week we started to plan
some exciting opportunities for the topic. Should any of you have any
ideas or perhaps links through a job contact that might link into our
topic it would be great to hear from you!

FORS
Christmas Tree – A huge thank you to Karl Unsworth for the beautiful
tree which is on display in the school hall.
Christmas Family Movie – Thank you to everyone for coming to this event last night
and to Mr Trabelsi for the donation of the popcorn. We made £456.87!
Raffle Tickets – A reminder to return your money and stubs to the
box in reception by next Friday. You will also see our beautiful
hampers on display there.
Christmas Fayre – Don’t forget to join us next Friday afternoon from 3.00pm!
School Lotto – Remember to take a look at our new fundraiser. The
first draw will take place on 4th January 2020.

Well done to Years 6 who had
100%
Attendance last week

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

STAR

ANGEL

DIAMOND

Joey Fairweather
Kian Woodcock
Finlay Murley
Isabel Jefferson
Eleanor Royston
Liam O’Kane
Amy Hitcham

Lilah-Mae Handforth
Emily Ofori
Maxwell Warren
Sasha Muzembe
Joseph Tandy
All of Year 5
Lewis Mann

Olivia Watts
Freddie Colk
Joshua Webb
Lucca Hallam
Matilda Purton
Alex Dove
Millie McAulay

Have a lovely weekend!

Chris Ashman

