Friday 24th July 2019
Today we said goodbye to Year 6, Lily, Harley and Willow as well as Miss
Maibaum. Miss Maibaum is a Rackheath legend having taught at the school
for the last 20 years without showing any visible sign of aging! I have known her
for the last 6 of those years and her passion, commitment and enthusiasm for all
things Rackheath stands out. Various events have taken place over the last few
weeks to celebrate everything Miss Maibaum has done for the school which
have been attended by lots of parents and staff old and new which shows how
well thought of she is. We will all miss her a great deal and wish her all the best
on her travels!
As usual it has been an absolute honour and privilege to work within such a
fantastic school community. The list of people to thank is just too long so
instead I’d like to say thank you to all facets of the school community; you the
parents, the FORS, the Governors, the staff and the amazing children.
It is far from a complete list but during the year we have:
Built cars as part of our whole school topic
Been on three residential visits and lots of trips
Hosted a Planetarium and a Stone Age Day
Worked towards becoming a School of Sanctuary
Raised money for EACH, Macmillan, The Royal British Legion and Break
Held an open air Christmas Concert with the Salvation Army
Had musicians perform at various live events and shows
Learnt Mandarin through the Norwich School with Mrs Song
Linked with the Hethel Engineering Centre as well as different sports clubs
Won through to the regional final of Quiz Club
Come runner-up in the North Norfolk Football Cup
Come runner-up across the county in Girl’s Football
Competed in lots of other sports events with considerable success
Involved families in literacy and numeracy cafes and book looks
Had the Norwich City Championship Trophy visit the school
Camped Out on the School Field
Held a Talent Show and a Bake Off
Seen ducklings hatch and grow
Performed Christmas plays, concerts and end of year plays as well as
watching performances
 Held Christmas and summer fairs




















On top of all this on a day to day basis the staff teach exciting and stimulating
lessons. Once again our school performance data in Reception, Year 1, Year 2
and Year 6 was very pleasing. In nearly all measures our children are
performing above and often well above the national averages. This is really
important as it shows that the staff manage to combine exciting extra
opportunities with academic progress and achievement and I thank them all
for it.

Giant Bucket and Spade
Our finished Bucket and Spade will
be on display this summer at
Richardson’s day boats in Wroxham.
For full details see the EDP website.

Year 6 Leavers – Our Year 6 children have had an incredible year and we are
so proud of them all. They finished the year in style putting on a fantastic
performance of Scheherazade last week. It was lovely to share an afternoon with
them and their families yesterday at the Leavers Social. They have been fantastic
role models for the rest of the school and great buddies for Reception class.
Through their kindness they have made such a positive impact at the start of the
Reception children’s time in school. I know they will all go on to do great things at
high school and look forward to hearing about all their future success. We will
miss them all very much.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Cavender and Ms Holmes
for the fantastic work they have done this year.

Leaver’s Trophies – All children in Year 6 received an award this week. After a
lot of deliberation we also chose the children to win our special awards. They have
their name engraved on a shield kept in school as well as receiving a trophy, which
were presented in assembly today:






English Award – Bethan Lancaster
Mathematics Award – Rebecca Burrows
Sportsman Award – Oliver Grimmer
Sportswoman Award – Katie Moore
Outstanding Contribution Award – Phoebe Player

SATS Results – It has been another good year in terms of the school’s performance in
National Tests. In practically all measures we were above national figures. In Year 1 92%
passed the phonics check. In KS1 SATS our children again performed well with 73% of the
class reaching the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to 65%
nationally. In KS2 Year 6 SATS 86% of Rackheath children reached the expected standard
compared to 73% nationally. In Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling the figure was 89%
compared to 78% nationally. In Writing it was 82% compared to 78% nationally and in
Maths 89% compared to 79% nationally. Overall 71% of our children reached the expected
standard in reading, writing and maths compared to 65% nationally. Whatever their
results all of our children can be proud of what they have achieved and the progress
they have made.
Summer Fair
The Summer Fair was a great success on Friday and it was
lovely to see everyone having such a good time. A massive
thank you to everyone who attended and especially to all
those that helped organise and run stalls. In total the fair
raised £1306.74. They also raised £158.03 from Ice Pop Friday!
Yet again the FORS did an amazing job. An enormous thank you from me to all
our fabulous FORS and a special thank you to Treena Barrett and Suzanne
Fleetwood who have done an amazing job as the two FORS in chief!

Report Replies – Thank you to everyone who has sent in their parent comment
slip. It is always good to hear your views and I know staff appreciate all the
positive comments that you make.
Celebration Assembly
Well done to all the children who won
this term’s Celebration Award. This
term the awards went to Rosa and
Sebastian (Reception) Holly and
Reuben (Yr 1) Honey and Ralph (Yr 2)
Dylan and Joe (Yr 3) Willow and
Jacob (Yr 4) Bethany and Jake (Yr 5)
and Danielle and Olivia (Yr 6).
Attendance
We had over 150 children earn either a bronze, silver or gold
certificate for attendance this term. The following children earnt
their gold for being in school every day this year; Maxwell, Logan,
Polly, Natalia, Lucca, Jessica, Theo, Tyrone, Hattie, Morgan,
Charlotte, Ewan, Jacob, Josh, Reuben, Olivia, Frazer, Chloe, Millie,
Rebecca, James, Max, Jay, Bethan, Josh, Will and Isobel.
Swimming Gala - On Monday 15th July we took part in the cluster swimming gala which
was the last cluster sports event of the year. As usual the standard of swimming was
exceptional. Rackheath swimmers won two of the ten races with Rebecca winning the
Girls Medley and James winning the Boys Medley with fantastic technical swims. In
addition Lily came second and Dan third in their races while both relay teams finished in
the top 3. Overall the team came second. Well done to Lily, Bethan, Rebecca, Phoebe,
James, Dan, Josh and Louis. Thanks to Mrs Roe for taking the team.

Year 1 Trip to Bressingham
Last week we went to Bressingham on the coach. When we got there we went on the
Gallopers! First we had snack and it was oranges for snack. Then we went on a little steam
train and we had to spot 20 bears. After that we split up and some of us went on the
Gallopers and some of us went in the signal box. A little while later we went on a brown
steam train and we saw some horses and
the Man that was driving run out of coal.
Later on we went to look at the royal
steam trains and there was lots of royal
stuff in the royal steam trains. Then we
went to the museum and we had a look
at lots of very old fire trucks. I loved the
Gallopers because they tickled your
tummy.

Y2 Cathedral
Last Thursday morning we got on the bus and went to Norwich Cathedral. When we got
there we put our bags on a peg and sat on a carpet. We had some biscuits, they were very
yummy. After that we went to meet Edith Cavell.
She showed us her paintings and told us her dad always said to her “Always put others
before yourself, always be kind, and read your bible every day.” Edith showed us what her
boarding school life was like and she also showed us what her Governor’s life was like. Then
we saw her nurse life. I was a nurse assistant and pretended to put cream on someone’s leg
and put a type of cream on another person’s leg. One day Edith heard a knock at the door,
it was a wounded soldier. She helped the old lad but she knew that the Germans would be
really cross with her. She helped 200 men but the Germans caught her. At the end of
Edith’s story it was sad.
After that we went to Florence Nightingale’s land. That
was even earlier than Edith Cavell! Florence Nightingale
was known as the lady with the lamp. She helped people in
the Crimean War. We learnt Florence had an owl called
Athena and a sister called Pathe.
 Did you know Norwich Cathedral organ has the most
pipes in the country? There are 6,665
 Did you know that there’s a cat called Budge and he
likes the cathedral?
 Did you know that it was built before Florence
Nightingale was born?
By Honey, Scarlet, Orlaith, Natalia, Lila

Team Point Winners – The Blues of Barton were our team point winners
this year. Well done to them!

Good luck to everyone going to new schools.

Have a fantastic summer

break and we look forward to seeing everyone on Wednesday 4th
September.

Chris Ashman

