
 

Tuesday 18th December 2018 

The children at Rackheath are all amazing!  It has been a really busy and exciting 

term culminating in a fantastic last few weeks of Christmas events.  During this time 

children’s thoughts have been turning to Christmas, some have been feeling tired, 

others have been shaking off bugs, coughs and colds and yet they remain 

enthusiastic, keen to learn, motivated and impeccably behaved.  It is a real 

privilege to come to school and work with them every day. 

 

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank the staff.  They work really hard 

every day to make sure our school is a happy place where learning is fun and 

children make good progress.  I’m sure you agree that the children at Rackheath 

enjoy lots of rich opportunities and memorable experiences during a term.  This is 

only possible because all the staff work as a team and are so caring, positive, 

enthusiastic and hard working.  

 

Finally I want to thank all of you for the support you give the school and its events.  

A lot of you are active in the FORS, the school governors and in other ways.  The 

voluntary effort you all put in makes a real difference.  Thank you! 

 
End of Term Assembly - Today the whole 
school sang The 12 Days of Christmas in 12 
groups complete with actions.  Before the 
staff "flash mob" showed off their twinkle 
toes with a festive dance routine. This was 
accompanied by some impressive 
drumming from Mrs Spurling!  
 

 

Peter Pan Pantomime – Yesterday we all enjoyed a lovely trip to see 

Peter Pan at Lowestoft Marina Theatre starring Sid “Riiiickky from 

EastEnders” Owen.  Everyone had a lovely time and as usual all the 

children were fantastically well behaved.  Thanks to our amazing 

FORS for paying for the school to go. 
  



Christmas Fair – It seems a long time ago but the Christmas Fair was only a week and a half 
ago.  We were lucky to have a visit from Father Christmas and I know lots of the children 
and families enjoyed the stalls.  As usual the fair was really well supported and raised over 
£800. 
 

Generous Year 5 Children – Before the fair a group of 
children from Year 5 asked if they could have their own stall, 
making knitted hat decorations to raise money for charity.  The girls did a great 
job and raised £23.55 for Water Aid their chosen charity.  Well done Millie 
McAulay, Brooke Halsey, Anise Batchelor, Darcie Wright and Bethany 

Dampier.  

 

Christmas Performances - I was lucky enough to spend quite a bit of last week 

watching the Reception and Year 1 and 2 performances.  All the performances 

were fantastic and very entertaining!  All the children sang, danced and acted 

superbly.  They all had a lovely time and I know the audience loved the 

performances too.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
KS2 Christmas Carols – It was a magical evening on Tuesday when the school were 
joined by the Salvation Army for a lovely evening of Christmas Carols.  It was 
amazing to have so many members of the community join us to in our celebrations.   
There are lots of people to thank including the Salvation Army for providing a 
fantastic musical backing, the FORS for providing warming drinks and snacks, Brian 
Gardner for lighting the event and to all of you who helped raise an amazing £380.  
This money has been spilt between the Salvation Army and East Anglia Children’s 
Hospice.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Music Concert – We finished our week of performances with a concert 
featuring our instrumentalists and Rockheath.  Their Christmas Concert 
provided a perfect end to our festive week of performances.  The audience 
were treated to some festive classics.  It was lovely to see how much our 
children are enjoying learning to play 
an instrument.  The progress they 
have made is phenomenal.  I would 
like to pass on a big thank you to all 
those who performed and to Mrs 
Brown for the amazing work she does 
alongside  Mrs Smith and Mrs 
Masterson our other super music 
teachers.     

 
 

Christmas Dinner – The children and staff 

enjoyed a lovely Christmas Dinner on Friday 

cooked by our fantastic chefs from EATS 

Shane, Odette and Eric.  There was a festive 

atmosphere in the hall as the staff took it in 

turns to serve the children.  All told 200 

children and staff enjoyed a high quality lunch.  

We are very fortunate to have super cooks who 

regularly cook lovely meals from scratch for well 

over 100.  Quite an achievement! 
 
Attendance Certificates – Today we presented all the children who 
have managed to achieve 100% attendance this term with a certificate. 
Altogether there were 78 children.    Well done to them all. 
 

Celebration Names 

A big well done to all the children who received their special certificate and 

badge in our Celebration Assembly last Monday.  You have all been brilliant 

role models this term.  
 

Reception Isaac Rynn  Maisie Finch 

Year 1  George Finch Nola Moll 

Year 2  Lacey Hudson Natalia Lukaszewicz 

Year 3  Theo Orme  Lily Key 

Year 4  Adam Houston Olivia Bush 

Year 5  Alice Shaw  Sophie Appleton  

Year 6  Summer Geary Lily Stone 

 

Year 5 newspaper – Mr Edwards and Year 5 have been busy putting 
together the school newspaper over the last few weeks and it has been on sale 
for the last couple of days.  The children have taken on the editorial and 
journalistic tasks and done a great job!   



Spring Term Topic – After Christmas the whole school will be working on a topic called 
“From here to there and back again.”  The staff have been planning some very exciting 
curriculum events including trips and visitors to the school.  The Spring Term learning will 
be fantastic!  If any of you have shoeboxes with lids that you don’t need please could 
you bring them in after the holiday! 
 
Horstead Trip – In January and February Year 3 and 4 are going to Horstead.  Year 4 
are going to Horstead on Wednesday 23rd January with Miss Maibaum, Mrs Pilbrow, Mrs 
Crook, Mrs Goddard and Ms Bartlett.  Year 3 are going on Wednesday 31st January with 
Mrs Milligan, Mrs Spurling, Mrs Rivett and Mr Ashman. There will be a meeting for parents 
early next year.  
 

SATS Briefing – On Wednesday 6th February Mr Cavender and I will be holding 

a briefing for parents of our Year 6 children about the SATS tests the children 

will sit in May.  We very much hope that all Year 6 parents will be able to 

attend one of the two briefings.  One will be at 2pm and the other at 6pm.  
 
Recycle Christmas Cards – Mrs Goddard will be recycling Christmas Cards again this 

year so if you have any to donate please bring them to the school office. 

 

FORS 
New Year’s Eve Party – If you would like to join in with 

this great annual family event you can order tickets from 

Michelle Roe – 07799 258509 or Leisa Whayman 07780 

796038.  The evening will start at 7.30pm and go on until 

1.00am.  Tickets only £20 for a family of 4! 
 

 

 

On behalf of all the staff I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.  We look forward to seeing all the children again on 
Thursday January 3rd 2019. 
 
Have a lovely holiday!              
Chris Ashman  

 

Well done to Year 4 who had 

99.3% attendance last week! 


