Friday 16th December 2016
The children at Rackheath never stop amazing me. It has been a really busy and exciting term. Over the last
few weeks the children’s thoughts have been turning to Christmas, some have been feeling tired, others have
been shaking off bugs, coughs and colds and yet they remain enthusiastic, keen to learn, motivated and
impeccably behaved. It is a real privilege to come to school and work with them every day.
I would also like to take the opportunity to thank the staff who I know are also feeling excited about Christmas
as well as tired! They work really hard every day to make sure our school is a happy place where learning is
fun and children make good progress. I hope you agree that the children at Rackheath enjoy lots of rich
opportunities and memorable experiences during a term. This is only possible because all the staff work as a
team and are so caring, positive, enthusiastic and hard working.

KS2 Christmas Service
In a packed church the Key Stage 2 children put on a fantastic Carol Concert on
Monday and Wednesday evenings. It was a lovely and magical experience in the church on those
nights and we really appreciate the links we have with Reverend Sandy and her team at Holy
Trinity.
All the children did themselves proud, the singing was beautiful and all the children reading the
Nativity story read in very clear voices. I was especially impressed by all the bravery of the solo
singers who sang beautifully. I would like to thank everyone who helped organise the service.
This year our charity collection was for Macmillan Cancer Care for which we raised £252.45.
Finally, it was great to see so many of you at the church over the two nights. The church was packed
out which just added to the occasion.

Music
Ukulele Assembly - On Wednesday we were treated to
a performance from Year 5 and 6 who played Christmas
songs to which we all sang along to.
Music Concert – Last Friday Rockheath got together
with the choir for a Christmas Concert. It was great to
see how much the children have progressed musically
since starting learning to play their instruments.

Christmas Present from the Friends – A special surprise is being planned by the
Friends of the school! I would like to say a big thank you on behalf of all the
children and staff for everything that FORS have done for the school this term.

Christmas Dinner – The children and staff enjoyed a lovely Christmas Dinner on Wednesday
cooked by our fantastic chefs from EATS Gail, Amanda and Treena. There was a festive
atmosphere in the hall as the staff took it in turns to serve the children. All told 200 children and
staff enjoyed a high quality lunch. We are very fortunate to have super cooks who regularly cook
lovely meals from scratch for well over 100. Quite an
achievement!

Sadly today we say goodbye to Gail who has been with us throughout the year.
She has done a great job and we will miss her. The school to which she will be
going are very lucky to have her!

Attendance – On Friday we presented all the children who have managed to achieve 100%
attendance with a certificate. Altogether there were 59 children. Well done to all the children who
got their certificate.
Year 5 Newspaper
Mr Edwards and Year 5 have been busy putting together the school
newspaper over the last few weeks. The children have taken on the
editorial and journalistic tasks and done a great job!

Exciting news - We are very pleased to let you know that Miss Brannan is
pregnant and the baby is due in June. We all pass on our best wishes to Miss
Brannan and her family. We will have more information for year 3 parents
after Christmas with regards to covering Miss Brannan's maternity leave.

Celebration Assembly
A big well done to all the children who received
their special certificate and badge in our
Celebration Assembly on Thursday. You have all
been brilliant role models this term.
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Jack Johns
Jack Unsworth
Zach Dawson
Rebecca Hill
Archie Fiddy
Mackenzie Ettridge
Marcus Gardner

Maisie Hunt
Josie Solomon
Charlotte Ritchie
Lewis Mann
Billie Turner
Freya Henderson
Elizabeth Ritchie

Horstead Trip – In January and February Year 3 and 4 are going to Horstead. Year 4 are
going to Horstead on Wednesday 18th January with Miss Maibaum, Mrs Pilbrow, Mrs Crook
and Miss Allen. Year 3 are going on Wednesday 1st February with Miss Brannan, Mrs
Spurling, Mrs Rivett, Mrs Milligan, Miss Hannant and Mr Ashman. There will be a parent
meeting early in January date to be confirmed.

Reception Learning Journey- It was lovely to see lots of parents of Reception children in
school this week to share learning journeys. This was a great way to end a super term for our
youngest class. You have all been stars and settled in so well.
Gingerbread Go a winning return! - We were pleased to get our winning
gingerbread man back into school. It is currently brightening up the entrance
of the school before we find it a permanent home.
CHRISTMAS CARDS
Mrs Goddard will be collecting these for recycling. If you would like to contribute yours then
please bring to the school office after the holidays.

SCHOOL LUNCH – On Thursday 5th lunch will be roast chicken and not roast beef and there will
also be jacket potatoes on offer which need to be ordered in the usual way!

Library will be open from 10.30am to 12.00pm on
Saturday 7th January. Please come along and join us!

Snow White and the Six Dwarves – It wasn’t quite the West End but panto came to Rackheath today.
As for the third time the staff put on a panto! This time the children were “treated” to Snow White
and the Seven Dwarves. Certain staff have made a particular role their own, with Mr Cavender exceling
as a baddie and Mrs Pilbrow being a fantastic fairy princess. What is certain is that the children had a
super time! (Oh no they didn’t! Oh yes they did! etc.)

FORS
Happy Christmas to everyone and thank you for your support from all FORS members.
New Year's Eve! You should have all had a flier for our 14th annual
New Year’s Eve party at the village hall. If you would like to come along and join the fun,
then speak to Leisa on 07780 796038 or Michelle Roe on 01603 722125 / 07799 258509.
School Aprons - We still have a few left. If you would like to buy one or if you haven't
collected yours and you need them by Christmas text Leisa on 07780 796038
100 Club - Congratulations to our 2016 winners and thank you for your support. Good luck to our 2017
buyers! This event raises £600 for FORS to spend on the children. If you haven't yet got your number text
Leisa.
Bag2school - We raised £232.00 from our Bag2school collection which will be shared with preschool!

On behalf of all the staff I would like to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We look forward to
seeing all the children again on Thursday January 5th.
Have a lovely holiday!

Chris Ashman

