Friday 12th June
At the start of the week the whole school moved to Banham Zoo for the day. Everyone had a
fantastic day. There were opportunities to hold and touch animals like giant snails and snakes
as well as see a wide range of animals from snow leopards to giraffes and from penguins to
wolves.
I had two particular highlights: one was the bird show, where beautiful birds of prey flew
gracefully just above our heads and swooped at great speeds from the sky. The other was
seeing how well all our children behaved and how much they enjoyed the day. After the bird
show, which about half the school had watched, a lady approached me to say how wellmannered and fantastically well behaved all the children were which is always great to hear.
On behalf of the school I would like to say a big
thank you to the friends for funding the trip and
to all of you for supporting the work that the
friends do. I would also like to thank Mrs Grogutt
for getting the whole trip organised.
You should also receive a special Banham Zoo
Newsletter which was written by our Year 6
children and includes a quiz by Year 4.

As the weather is now changing could we remind you that children should
have a sun hat with them in school every day and sun cream applied before
they come to school.
Circus Ferrel
Everyone is looking forward to Monday when the big top goes up on the school field.
During the week the children will take part in circus skills activities in the big top. The
circus shows are on Wednesday and Friday night and Saturday afternoon. The Friends
have organised a BBQ and a drinks tent too, so it should be great
entertainment for all the family. Tickets are selling well but are
still available for all 3 shows. You can buy them from the office in
advance or on the door before the performance.

Sport’s Week
From Monday 22nd June it is Sport’s Week. Fun Sports Day
kicks off the week on Monday, all the children from
Reception to Year 6 will be involved as they complete a
carousel of activities through the morning. On Tuesday
Morning it is the joint Nursery and Reception Sport’s Day
and then on Wednesday we have 2 sports days. In the
morning it is sports day for Year 1 and 2 in the afternoon it will be the turn of Year
3 to 6. If the Great British weather intervenes Thursday is set aside as reserve day.
Spectators are welcome at all events and we look forward to seeing lots of you
during the week. Further information will be in next week’s letter.

Playground Project – This week we moved closer to
completing the transformation of some of the outside
areas in the school as we finalised the design for the
space. I can’t wait to see the changes. We very much
hope the new playground will be ready for the start of
the new school year.

FORS NEWS
We would like to thank everyone who helped out on the trip to Banham Zoo
this week. A great time was had by all.

Don’t forget there will have a BBQ and Bar available at the
Circus next Friday and Saturday evening. Hope to see you all
there!
Summer Fair – This will be on Friday 17th July. If
you or anyone you know would be interested in
having a stall at this please contact Leisa
Whayman on Tel: 07780 796038

Pizza Pan
You may remember our letter from a few weeks ago, explaining about our
Virgin Money project. We are the pre-order pizza group, Pizza Pan. Virgin
Money is an enterprise which helps children to become business people by
loaning them £5 to turn into lots more money!
According to our survey from a few weeks ago, Margarita and Pepperoni are
the most popular pizzas, so those are the flavours we will be selling. These
pizzas are homemade and tasty. It will give all you parents a chance to put
your feet up on a Friday night and give your children a healthy tea at the
same time.
The pizzas will have to be collected from the Year 5 &
6 area on Friday 26th June between 3pm – 3.15pm.
They cost £4 per pizza. REMEMBER to bring your
order forms, which have already been sent out, back
to the office by Tuesday 23rd June. NO order form,
NO Pizza! Don’t miss out.
Thanks from Pizza Pan (Henry, Ryan, Will and Charlie)

Friday Night Takeaway is Here!
Calling all curry lovers. Listen up, because Rackheath Primary School is
about to get spicy! The Sensational Six are selling curries for our Virgin
Money project, on a mission to make £5 grow. An order form explaining
everything was sent out on Tuesday. Please remember to send your order
forms in by Monday 15th June at 9am.
If for some reason your form did not make it home extra
ones can be obtained from the office.

Lunchtime MSA Award – This week’s award goes to Sebastian
Jenkins and Bethan Lancaster.

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children
who got their certificates in assembly today.

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

STAR

ANGEL

DIAMOND

Ben Crook
Alfie Betts
Hannah Scotton
Harry Brown
Annabelle Horan
Freddie Smith
Oliver Milligan

Issey Carpenter
Dylan Quinsey
Alfie Hughes
Marshall Newton
Oliver Firman
Luke Mayes
Ben Finch

Caitlyn Moore
Carys Tomlinson
Bethan Lancaster
Matthew Dove
Asher Foley
Lewis Story
Lydia Rivett

This week he gets to spend the
week with Year 4 who had an
attendance of 100%.
Well done Year 4!

Chris Ashman

Rackheath School Visits
Banham Zoo
On Monday 8th July, the children and staff of Rackheath Primary went on a whole school
trip to Banham Zoo. The 4 coaches left school at around 9am and we arrived about an
hour later. The Year 6s were divided up to join other Year groups when taking part in all
of the activities. After receiving our maps we soon realised how many fantastic things
there were to do there!
When our group arrived we were just in time to see the penguins being fed. They all
came out of their houses and walked under a tunnel to the water’s edge. It was
surrounded by sand as these types of penguin were used to a warmer climate. The animal
room was good because we got to hold a snail and a cockroach and we got to hold a
snake. The giraffes were also fantastic – it was great to see them being fed. I couldn’t
believe how long their tongues were – grey and prickly! We were up high on a wooden
bridge so we got a great view of them. The bald eagle was also amazing – it just sat
there looking at us!
Another activity was in the discovery room and we got to handle lots of animals!
Surprisingly lots of us weren’t too scared when we held snakes and cockroaches. We also
had to look at fur and guess which animals they belonged to – like kangaroos and lizards.
It was good to learn so many facts about where their natural habitats are and what they
eat.
The train ride took us around the whole zoo and learned a lot from the train driver. We
managed to drive past kangaroos, penguins, leopards, red pandas, prairie dogs, zebras
and monkeys. Later we entered a rainforest dome which was very humid and contained
lots of features of a natural rainforest. Inside there were bats, tortoises and tropical
birds. The children’s farm was great fun as the goat’s swarmed around us, thinking we
had food. They even climbed on top of Ben’s wheelchair and it took the teachers to move
them all!
SOME OF THE FACTS WE FOUND OUT:


A giraffe’s kick can break a lion’s neck and sometimes kill them!



The wild snail can live around 40 years, and can grow up to the size of your head



Wild snails leave a slimy trail behind and this contains a message for other snail’s
to understand.



When male penguins are trying to get a female, they give them gifts (like a
pebble)



Some cockroaches hiss to make their predators think they are snakes and it scares
them away.



Male peacocks show off their bright feathers to attract peahens.

We got back at around 5:00pmand all of our group thoroughly enjoyed seeing the animals
and learning lots about them.
 “Banham zoo was awesome!” Oliver Milligan


“I got a giraffe medal – it was the best!” Georgia

 “I liked seeing the penguins as they were cute” – Freya
 “The monkeys were very amusing when they were playing around” – Lydia Rivett
 “I loved looking at all of the animals.” Aaleyah Ramm
 “It was amazing seeing the giraffes being fed” – Kacie Banwell

 “It was my first time at the zoo and I really enjoyed it” - Lucy Cowey

Why don’t you enter our fun zoo quiz, which was compiled by year 4, on the attached sheet.
Details for entry are on the bottom.

A Zoo Quiz by Year 4
1) The tiger is now 1 year old. How old will he be in 2 years’ time?
2) If there are 2 red pandas in a cage, how many would there be in 2 cages?
3) There were 5 lemurs in a cage. Then 2 more lemurs went in the cage. How many lemurs were
there?
4) There were 8 lions in a cage and 2 in another. How many lions altogether?
5) An owl weighs 5kg and a budgie weighs 3kg. What is the total weight of both of the birds?
6) If a snow leopard has 8 babies and 3 get lost, how many are left?
7) If there are 7 red pandas in one cage and 3 in the other, how many are there altogether?
8) If one tiger has 9 babies and another has 6 babies while living at the zoo, how many were born
altogether?
9) A train takes 10minutes to go round the zoo. How many minutes will it take to go round 3 times?
10) If there were 5 birds in the show and the zoo had 10 birds, how many were not shown?
11) There are 2 cages. There are 6 meerkats. How many in each cage?
12) If there are 3 llamas in each field and there are 5 fields, how many llamas are there?
13) The amazing animal should start at 2pm and last for 30 minutes but it lasts for 40 minutes. How
many minutes late does it run?
14) The cheetah has 3 pieces of meat every day. How many does he have in a week?
15) If 82 people worked at the zoo and 23 were ill, how many were left to still work?
16) There are 90 prairies dogs in one field. How many would there be in 2 fields?
17) The cheetah is expecting 3 babies and they arrive after 4 weeks. How many days is that altogether?
18) There were 146 prairie dogs and 86 escaped. How many were left?
19) When the tiger arrived it weighed 52kg and the next time they weighed it, it was 84kg. How much
had it grown?
20) If a cheetah runs at 120km/h and a tiger at 65km/h, how much fast can a cheetah run?
21) There are 312 prairie dogs, 75 escape and 5 are born. How many are there?
22) If they can fit 7 meerkats in a cage and there are 27 meerkats, how many cages are needed?
23) If the amazing animal show starts at 2:00pm and it ends at 3:30pm and an animal is show for half an
hour, how many animals are shown in each show?
24) If there were 277 prairie dogs in a paddock and 592 in the other. How many are there altogether?
25) A kite was flying west, it turns 90⁰ and then another 90⁰. Which directions might it be flying in?
26) If they train 134 prairie dogs in 1 week how many can they train in 8 weeks?
27) If there are 793 prairie dogs in a field, how many would there be in 5 fields?
28) 160 people are at the zoo. They complete a survey about their favourite animal. 73 say zebra, 23
say howler monkey and 43 say meerkat. How many did not vote?
29) The otters got a new enclosure. The old enclosure was 5m 10cm by 5m and the new enclosure was
6m 32cm by 9m. Both enclosures were rectangular, so how more area has the new enclosure?
30) The tiger became pregnant with twins on the 3rd June. The lion became pregnant with triplets on
the 15th June. The cheetah became pregnant with a single girl on 6 th June. The monkey became
pregnant with twins on the 22nd July. The zebra became pregnant with triplets on 4th August. A tiger

is pregnant for 112 days, a lion for 108 days, a cheetah for 97 days, a monkey for 164 days and a
zebra for 367 days. Which of these animals will be born in 2015?
To enter our quiz Reception and year 1 children need to answer 10 questions, year 2 children need to
answer 15 questions, year 3 children need to answer 20 questions and year 5 children 25 questions
whilst year 6 children and adults would have to answer all 30.
Successfully completed sheets will be entered in a raffle with a variety of prizes to choose from for the
three winners.
Record your answers in the boxes below and return to class 4 via the office.
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