Friday 7th December 2018
Today really signals the start of CHRISTMAS SEASON at Rackheath with our annual
Christmas Fayre this afternoon. Then next week is crammed with performances, a carol
service, a music concert, Christmas lunch and Christmas jumper day.
Christmas Performances – Our performances are all next week - please arrive 10
minutes before the performance starts.







Tuesday 11th December
Tuesday 11th December
Wednesday 12th December
Wednesday 12th December
Thursday 13th December
Thursday 13th December

Reception Dress Rehearsal 10.00am
Year 1/2 Dress Rehearsal 1.50pm
Year 1/2 Performance 10.00am
Reception Performance 1.50pm
Reception Performance 10.00am
Year 1/2 Performance 1.50pm

Please abide by the rule governing social media set out in the letter sent out on Tuesday
4th December.

Key Stage 2 Carol Concert
Our special Key Stage 2 Carol Concert with the Salvation Army is
at 7pm on Tuesday. This will be held outside on the school
playground. As well as the carols and readings refreshments will
be available too. We hope as many of you as possible will be able
to join our festive celebrations.
We would like the children to arrive from 6:30pm at which time refreshments will be
available in the hall. Other members of the community are also invited to join us from
6:50pm in time for the start at 7pm. There will be no charge for the refreshments but we
would ask for donations which will be split between the Salvation Army and EACH, our
chosen school charity
Should any of you be able to bring in some cakes, mince pies, biscuits or savoury snacks
such as sausage rolls for the night that would be great. If you are able to please bring
them in during the day of the concert. Additionally should any of you have some spare
jam jars we would love to have them so we can use them to hold tea lights at the concert.

On Tuesday, the whole school took park in a Santa Run to raise
money for EACH. We had so much fun, and many giggles,
wearing Santa hats, elf hats and snowflake deely boppers, kindly
provided by EACH. Christmas songs were played at full volume
as we ran, skipped and danced our way around the playground. Thank you so much for
all the money you donated for such a worthy cause; we raised
£165!

Pastoral Support – Message from Mrs Cookson - I've
recently completed my Mental Health Champion training
with the LINK provision (part of Ormiston Families). This
means I can receive advice, support and training to help
ensure myself and other members of staff are well
equipped to meet the mental health needs of the children
in school. As always, if you would like to have a chat
about your child's well-being, please either pop in to see
me or email me at ccookson6nrf@nsix.org.uk
Science Competition Winners!
I’d like to say a big thank you to everyone who took part in the
half term Science challenge! The task was to go to the Science
Festival at the Forum in Norwich and to complete a piece of work
or experiment linked to what you observed there. We received lots of entries and everyone
earned house points for their efforts. However, there were two overall winners – one from
KS1 and one from KS2. They each received a Science Kit
to continue their excellent Science work outside of
school. The KS1 winner was Finlay Murley from Year 1
and the KS2 winner was Anise Batchelor from Year 5. It
was a very difficult decision and the standard of work
was brilliant. Well done to everyone who entered!
Mr Edwards

Gingerbread Trail – This weekend it is the Gingerbread Trail in
Wroxham. If you have a chance to visit see if you can find “Lest
we Forget” created by children from Rackheath with the help of
Mr Cavender.
Christmas Dinner
We have around 200 children and staff having Christmas Dinner on Friday. It should be a
lovely occasion. We are going to have two sittings with Key Stage 2 staff serving the
Reception and Key Stage 1 children and staff before the Reception
and Key Stage 1 staff serve the older children and their teachers.
On Friday it is also wear a Christmas jumper to school day.
Norwich Communities Homeless Welfare Appeal
We are happy to support some Rackheath parents who are collecting items for the
homeless to support them in the Winter alongside Norwich Central Baptist Church
and the Knights Templars Walsingham. Should you have any items like blankets,
sleeping bags, pillows, pillow cases, rucksacks and items of clothing such as boots,
coats, new pants and socks they can be brought into school anytime next week
ready for collection.

Christmas Presents for Staff
A few parents have asked what our policy is on gifts for staff and as such I feel it
would be useful to clarify for everyone. As staff we have no expectation that we will
be bought presents. We appreciate and value any gifts we might get
whether that be a card, a thank you, a home drawn Christmas picture
or a present. In a way our policy is to not have a policy because it is
my view that it is a family’s choice to decide whether or not they wish
to give something to a member of staff.
Music Concert – As well as Christmas lunch on Friday there will be a Christmas
themed performance from the children of Rockheath and our other musicians.
Music Update – It is great that we have so many children enjoying peripatetic music lessons.
Letters have gone out for children currently taking lessons to confirm that they are continuing.
Please return these, along with payment, as soon as possible so that we can secure tutors time for
next term.
Absence for Illness or Other Reasons
If your child is off or you know that your child is going to be off for any reason, please do let
the office staff know even if you tell a member of the teaching staff. As in a busy day
sometimes those messages don’t get back to the staff dealing
with attendance registers and lunch numbers. Thanks for your
help.

North Norfolk Football Tournament
On Tuesday the football team took part in the North Norfolk Schools Tournament.
The boys did really well, winning all their group games and then their semi-final in
an excellent game against Sheringham. In the final the boys
came up against a very good Millfield side who were just too
strong for us and were deserved winners. Well done to the team;
Archie Fiddy, Oliver Grimmer, Theodore Tetteh, Mason ParfittBland, Caedn Huckle, Josh Rivett, Jamie Tye and Jake Harris on
reaching the final.

Clubs – This was the last week for most clubs run by school staff. There will be no football,
netball, multi-sports or homework clubs until the new year. The last choir will be on
Monday 10th December.

FORS
Tote Bags – We still have some of our personalised bags for sale at £5 each.
100 Club – We still have some of these for sale at £12 for the
year.
Please return completed forms to the school office.
Further forms are also available if you would like them.

Well done to Year 4 who had
99.5% attendance last week!
Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the
following children who got their certificates in assembly today.

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

STAR

ANGEL

DIAMOND

Ellis Tomsett
Cody Ketland
Jaydn Turner-Morris
Isabella Crowther
Lottie Mann
All of Year 5
Ethan Royston

Connor Appleton
Isabel Chilvers
Amber Houston
Lily Ardagh-Ptolomey
Charlotte Ritchie
Lucy Eglen
Josh Rivett

Maisie Finch
Nola Moll
Logan Phoenix
Ava Woodcock
Alex Dove
Lewis Mann
Isobel Crisp

Our last letter of the term will be on Tuesday 18th December. Have a lovely weekend.
Chris Ashman

