20th December 2013
It has been another action packed week in school. The Key Stage children put
on a fantastic Carol Concert on Monday and Wednesday evening. It was a
lovely and magical experience in the church on those nights. All the children did
themselves proud, the singing was beautiful and all those reading the Nativity
story did so in very clear voices. I would like to thank everyone who helped organise the
service, with a special mention going to Mrs Chapman not only for playing the piano but for
taking on a great deal of the organisation of the service this year.
Christmas Market - The Year 5 and 6 children and staff put a
great deal into their Christmas Market. I was so impressed by
the organisation of the groups and the quality of the products
that the children produced. Thank you to all of you who
supported the children and attended the market. They really
enjoyed the experience and learnt a lot about business. Who
knows the next Alan Sugar or Richard Branson may be in our
midst! We would like to say a special thank you to Mrs Gage
and Virgin Money for their excellent idea and assistance, it
really inspired the children.
Virgin Money Project
Each child in year 5 and 6 were loaned £5 from Virgin Money. It was a very exciting event
with lots of different items sold like biscuits, cakes, milkshakes, cards and bracelets.
Everyone had great fun, thanks for Ms Holmes, Mr Edwards, Miss Brannan and Mrs Magee.
It was a great success as we made £384.20 profit. We would like to say a massive thank
you to all of the people who helped support us.
Report by Lydia Moll and Tobias Grime

“I really enjoyed cooking the chocolates” - Tili
“I really enjoyed selling to the customers as they were all cheerful” - Maria
“I really enjoyed Virgin Money because it was good making and selling our products” – Lydia
“I enjoyed setting up the stall and managing to sell all of mine and Ellie’s shortbreads. Also
I enjoyed staying after school and helping out” - Jennifer Spurling

Year 2 – A big thank you to Mrs Barnett who with the help of Mrs Howes has been
teaching Year 2 so well for the last 3 weeks. Mrs Grogutt will be back after Christmas.

PGCE Students - Year 3 have been joined this week by 2 trainee teachers Mr Middleton and
Miss Hindley, they have spent the week getting to know the school and the children. They will
be working alongside Miss Hughes and Mrs Chapman in Year 3 later in the year.
Goodbye to Poppy and Joel – Sadly we are saying goodbye to Poppy in Year 6
and Joel in Year 3 who are both moving away from Rackheath. We wish them
well in their new schools, we will all miss you!

Celebration Assembly
On Tuesday we had our first Celebration Assembly, these will happen
termly. In each class two children who have particularly impressed their
teachers were picked to receive the award and their parents were invited in to assembly
to share in the celebration. The children picked all received a special certificate, a badge
to wear on their school jumper and a pencil. The children who proudly received their
awards were:
James Clarke and Millie McAulay – Reception, Danielle Ramm and
Rory Watts – Year 1, Matthew Dove and Niamh Harris – Year 2,
James Newson and Amelia-Mai Evans – Year 3, Ethan Cullum and
Holly Warrington – Year 4, Maria Braithwaite and Oliver Milligan
– Year 5, Jenny Spurling and Lydia Moll – Year 6.

Attendance Assembly – On Thursday we presented all the children who have managed to
achieve 100% attendance with a certificate. Well done to the 38 children who got their
certificate.

Christmas Presents from FORS
Each class had a special surprise this week. The Friends of the school
have bought each class an iPad Air for Christmas with funds that you
have helped them raise throughout the year!! What a fantastic treat
– they will be really useful and help us learn as well as be lots of fun!
I would like to say a huge thank you on behalf of all the children and
staff to the Friends for all their hard work.

Bad Weather – We very much hope that we don’t need to close the school.
Should we have to we will use the School’s texting service and the Norfolk School
Closures Website.
Horstead Residential Meeting – A reminder that Josie Barnett from the Horstead Centre will
be joining us for a short meeting on Thursday 9th January at 3pm.

FORS NEW YEARS EVE PARTY
Don’t forget to join us – tickets available up until the day so if you
suddenly decide you would like to come along and join in give Michelle or Leisa a ring! All
friends and family are welcome. Only £15 for a family of 4. Entertainment and music for
everyone aged from 2 – 102! For further details or to buy tickets contact Michelle Roe in
the office or on 01603 722125 or Leisa Whayman 07780 796038.

Staff Panto – Today the children were lucky enough to witness a special performance of
Cinderella from the School Staff. Fortunately no video footage of this performance exists!
However, the children certainly got to see the staff in a different light!

On a personal note I would like to thank everyone in the school community for welcoming me
into the school. I have thoroughly enjoyed my first term at Rackheath. I feel extremely
privileged to be Head Teacher of such a fantastic school.
On behalf of the all the staff at Rackheath Primary School I would like to wish you all a
Happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year. Have a lovely holiday and come back safe and
sound on Tuesday 7th January!

Chris Ashman

