20th September 2013
A big thank you to all the children, staff and parents who have made me feel so welcome in the
first 2 weeks of term. The last two weeks have confirmed to me what I already knew, which is
that Rackheath School is a fantastic place to be. All the children from Reception to Year 6 have
really settled into their learning, show great enthusiasm to learn and super attitudes towards
their work and to others.
House Captains – A massive well done to the 8 children
picked as our house captains. They are:
Barton: Chloe Whybrow and Salvu Keeble
Hickling: Erika Grimmer and Ellie Clarke
Oulton: Isabella Firman and Kai Wickham
Ranworth: Jennifer Spurling and Roan Smith

Tuck Shop – At the moment the tuck shop is open on a Tuesday and a Friday for children in
Year 3, 4, 5 and 6. It is very popular and so the queue is very long and the children don’t get
too much of a break. We are planning to change this by opening tuck shop for 5 days a week
and by restricting the classes that can visit. A suggested timetable, which will commence on
30th September, is listed below:
•
•
•
•
•

Monday – Year 4, 5 and 6
Tuesday – Year 3 and 4
Wednesday – Year 3 and 6
Thursday – Year 4 and 5
Friday – Year 3, 5 and 6

Children from Year 6 are going to staff the tuck shop as one of their responsibilities. We would
welcome your input on this. Should you have any thoughts please pass them on.
Class Names
Our school council met last Friday and decided on the names they would like to link with their
classes. We hope you like them!
Reception – Ruby
Year 1 – Pearl
Year 2 – Diamond
Year 3 – Amethyst
Year 4 – Tiger’s Eye
Year 5 – Sapphire
Year 6 – Turquoise

Lunch Boxes / Sittings / Menu Change
•
As a school we encourage healthy eating. I have been very impressed by
the healthy lunches the children bring to school. I have seen a wide variety
of fruit and vegetables in packed lunches. We also recognise that for a
variety of reasons it is not always possible for children’s lunches to be made
up of only healthy options. As such a “treat” item like a pot of crisps or small
chocolate bar (penguin or breakaway type) are acceptable. As a reminder
children can not bring in fizzy drinks, glass bottles, sweets or large chocolate
bars.
•

The children will have lunch as follows: Sitting 1 – Reception with Years 2, 4 and 6. Sitting
2 – Years 1, 3 and 5.

•

The following changes will be made to Week 4’s menu – Tuesday will revert back to
Chicken Curry and the BBQ Chicken on Thursday will be raplaced with Breaded Chicken.

Cycling
Some of the Year 5 and 6 children completed their Basic Skills Cycling Course this week. Well
done to:
Kai Wickham
Poppy Morley
Aaleyah Ramm
Carter Daniels
Tristan Wilson
Daisy Stone
Maria Braithwaite

Roan Smith
Tobias Grime
Thomas Moore
Oliver Milligan
Freya Grime
Ben Finch
Tili Cutting
Kacie Banwell
Sam Watts
Charlotte Abramson
Lydia Rivett
Caitlin Ettridge
Reuben Dorling-Winterbourne

Parent Readers – I understand that last year some parents volunteered to
come in to school to hear readers. Thank you to all those who volunteered,
If you did and are still able to help out please could you let Mrs Roe or Mrs
Pilbrow in the office know. For those of you who would like to be a new
volunteer Mrs Grogutt will be sending out a letter about new parent readers
soon.
Aylmerton Residential – Mrs Grogutt will be leading a meeting for parents about the
residential on Thursday 17th October at 2.30pm. There are a few children in Year 5 and 6 who
are currently not going on the residential. There is still an opportunity for them to go if they
wish. If there are any parents of those not going who want to talk to Mr Ashman about any
concerns regarding their children, the trip and its cost please feel free to come in and talk this
through.
New classes – Over the course of the week the staff have been working hard setting up the
new classrooms, so that we can move in as soon as the building is ready. From Monday Year 5
and 6 will be taught in this fantastic new facility. Thanks to all at Gills for the great job they have
done.
The start of the day – From Monday the children will go back to using the entrance between
the main school and the new build. This entrance will replace the temporary entrance by
reception. These gates will stay locked from now on.

Year 5 and 6 walking home by themselves – Some of our older children have
been walking home by themselves. We are happy for this to continue. However, if
you would like your child to walk home by themselves please could you let the office
know in writing that this is the case. As we head into autumn and the days shorten
it is important that both home and school talk to children about heading straight
home and being safe as it gets dark. Thanks for your support.

Conkers – Our conker trees are nearly ready. Children can collect
conkers at the end of the day if they want to take them home.

Clubs – Our after school clubs are now in full swing. It is great to see so many of the children
involved and enjoying these opportunities. If for any reason your child will not be attending one
week please inform the office. For those children playing football shin pads are essential and
now that the ground is softer, boots would be a good idea if they have them.
School Council
HELP! - We still require lots of bottles (with lids) and cereal boxes for our Junk4Funk day.
Please bring in to the office.
Don’t forget our Macmillan Coffee morning next Friday,
27th September, from 9am onwards. If you have any raffle
prizes that you could donate these would be gratefully
received. The children will also have a non-uniform “Wear
what you want” day with the £1 donation going to
Macmillan.

FORS
Spree Books – the children will be bringing these home next week so
watch out for it in their book bag.
Bags2school – we have a collection booked for 13th November and children will be
sent home with a bag before half term.

Class Assembly
The first one will take place next Thursday at 2.40pm and will be for Class 4.
Date Change
Please note that Year 2’s Literacy Café will now take place on Thursday 10th
October.

Royal Visit
Year 1 had some very special visitors to their class
today. HRH The Duchess of Cambridge, Prince
George and the Royal Nanny joined the children
this morning for a Baby Shower.
The children quoted “It’s a special thing today
that Prince George has come into the classroom
so that we can have cakes and cucumber”. The Duchess, wearing a navy blue dress and
matching shoes (from the TU Collection at Sainsbury) was presented with flowers by Danielle
(freshly picked from her mum’s garden) and a Crown by Lola.
Here are just a few of the comments made by the children:
Ethan (Age 5) “I think that Kate is very pretty”.
Phoebe (who works at Richards, cleaning and fixing wires) “It was lovely to talk to Kate and
baby George”
Billie (who is not 5½, just 5) “I helped to bake the cakes”
Lola (Age 5) “I work hard at school and write a lot and the crown took 100 minutes to make”
Report by Mrs Goddard of Rackheath News

Star, Angel and Diamond Certificate Winners – Well done to the following children who got
their certificates in assembly today.

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

STAR

ANGEL

DIAMOND

Charlie Atkinson
Phoebe Player
Luke Royston
Charlie Clarke
John Barrett
Charlotte Abramson
Jennifer Spurling

Molly Burdett
Isabelle Mann
Matthew Dove
Rosie Milligan
Nathan Nicholls
Ben Finch
Ben Lace

Liam Moll
Alfie Hughes
Amelie Thomas
James Newson
Dylan Parnell-Crook
William Grant

Have a good weekend.
With Best Wishes

Chris Ashman

Reuben Dorling-Winterbourne

